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PREFACE 



In offering these short Memoirs to the pub- 
Kc, I have to express my thanks to the 
Friends of my late Brother, who have 
kindly contributed the letters they re- 
ceived from him after he sailed for India. 
From such sources, and from his own 
papers and memorandums, the narrative is 
chiefly drawn. An introductory Memoir 
lias been prefixed for the sake of giving a 
sliglit sketch of the previous incidents and 
pursuits of his life. I feel assured, that to 
his friends this will be acceptable on its 
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PREFACE. 



own account; and I trust, that even to 
strangers it may not be uninteresting to 
trace the growth and formation of a cha- 
racter destined for so high and important 
duties — duties, alas ! which, in the climate 
of India, were too much for his strength, 
and to the incessant disdiarge of which he 
fell an early victim. 



East Sheeny JprU 6, 1830. 



INTRODUCTORY MEMOIR. 



John Thomas James, D.D. late Bishop of 
Calcutta, was born on the 23d of January, 
1786, at Rugby in Warwickshire. His 
father, Thomas James, D.D. was well known 
as a scholar, and held, for many years, 
the laborious office of Head Master of 
Rugby School, to which he was elected in 
1778, having previously been Fellow and 
Tutor of King's College, Cambridge. Dr. 
James's health being impaired by his unre- 
mitting exertions in the school, he re- 
signed the mastership in 1794^ ^^^ on 
the application of the Trustees of the 
foundation at Rugby to Mr. Pitt, then 
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prime minister, he wft« ekordy afterwank 
preferred to a pt^befidal tffc^, ni> thb>fCsb« 
thedral Ohurch «f W©rc«ter>; intthe>>itt* 
jo3rment of whith 6itiiatM& lie ooMiiuitd 
to be aiiitegtl)e« foremost in^etisry' wovkiaf 
cbarity in that city; and eqiudlytoeaiotuiii 
the dischaf^e of his duties as a ^parish point 
at bis reatoiy of Harrington in Idid/mi^ df 
Evesham^ till the day of his death dn3S6|i^ 
temberl8d4.1 An ekgamt pieee €i£[sciil{k4- 
ture by Chaiitrey; nfMSSODBtittg ids ^jfi:^ 
length %arei faas^ hem-^eateoAoAihynMip 
schcdars : in tbit nawfy-biiilt ehttp«l ^-ot 
Rugby School:; iHit^ hj|g^ prdwtesi lawi*^ 
ment, in the present s^gei, is tsden initlie 
grateAil f^eoUeation ^itht Mdfiid[t>hi& iwt^ 
tnery is dbersri^ by tbose^ 4;hl^ imppom- 
ment of ivitoiseestftf years I%ab /the blqoct 

of his^tei'^ '^»" 'i-'^' ^ ''^^^ 0:1 jK'h f'.amai 

In ttaeli4tt<^£ii% thev^i^^ bf i^BS r^:2^»- 
lent'iram^ dttjMsr^, p^ba^^tbeipcMujIifdUo 
filial afection, to ^rteord^'hepe ont«aiiiecdote 
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of \m life, especially as it is one, which 
is not more characteristic of the henevo- 
lence of the father, than of the same 
turn oi miml aad taste for the fine arts 
whieh wai^ strikingly displayed in him 
who m^e. i«iniediate subject of this me- 
moir. It happened, while he was an un- 
dergraduate scholar of King's, (to which 
place i he nanoved from Eton in 1767,) 
thttt « tbte) ^erk of the odl^e chapel was 
redueod ia exibnofte distress by cases of 
p]t)tvwt4di'Blnsessfifi his Qi^ family : 

Us a^&ri^eoitinie- devanged ; his debts in* 
cueaMd ;)^.Jiid^ ideafttiriiig of being able to 
extrkata^btniself^ #0111 .his difficulties, he 
SMfl^i-kiitMilx ' hi$( Ncircumstancas U> Mr. 
hmu{iai AfiJ(ubaoiip<9<» w«a iaannedialiely 
nip*d;i.andt:Mr; iames^ finding that his 
means did not enable him to contribute so 
largely as he could wish in pecuniary re- 
4M8fx.luini8di hih i iiaind to ?ak^thm > node of 
art Winiiitotpgfdt^.afid ifiqr thisr purpose wrote 
smihiajhsrical aeoount of that chef d'ceuvre 
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of Gothic architecture, the chapel of his 
college, of which he was a great admirer, 
and he added a short history of the founda- 
tion of the Jtwo collies of King Henry VI. 
This little production was embellished 
with two etchings by the masterly hand of 
his friend, Mr. Thomas Orde, afterwards 
Lord Bolton, at that time a Fellow of 
King's College ; and was first published 
by subscription in 1769, under the name 
of Henry Maiden, cha{^l clerk ; it went 
through several editions, and the ready sale 
it met with among visitors to Cambridge, 
exceeded even the sanguine hopes of its 
real author in the regular supply it af-* 
forded for the lelief of the suffering fa- 
mily. 

John Thomas was the eldest . of eight 
children Dr. James- had by his second mar- 
riage with Arabella, daughter of William 
Caldecott, Esq. whose family w»e long 
resident at Catthorpe, in Leicestershire. 
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He received the mdiments of his education 
at Rugby School, under the immediate eye 
of his £ither ; till at the age of twdve, he 
was placed on the foundation at the Char* 
terhouse, by the late Earl of Dartmouth, 
one of the Governors. Here he soon won 
4te good opinion of the Head Master^ Dr. 
Matthew Raine^ and the regard and esteem 
of hk school-fellows, among whom were 
the. present learned master of the school, 
Dr. Russell, and Robert W. Hay, Esq. now 
one of the under«s6cretaries of state, whose 
friendship he highly valued throughout his 
life. Besides.distmguishinghiniBelfmthe 
usual Btudies oi the school, he here b^^n 
to Bttow considerable talent for drawing, 
and in 1S03, the first prize medal was 
awarded to him foy the Society for the En- 
OMiragement of Arts and Sciences, for a 
dmwing of Worcester Cathedral. 

The following sketch of his boyish cha- 
racter is from the pen of his schooUfelloit 
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at the ChaJft^rhouie,>the'R6V.<3.:R. 
chett, ' now TCader ' and lifovallriati' ' on^^ that 
feutklation:'— '' The leading feature ' in 
James'^ chadtbter, at ^tichool, v»^ CKoelknt 
feeling ; hie always felt kindly, and few^ that 
I'^haret^ kntittn, seemed to fesl int>m ^oor- 
redtljr.' lehottld say^/that <lie ^skigitenMs 
united m& kindness of hearty which iSo 
sti^ongly 'marked hk fatfaerlis^'coaiadrdbarbugfa 
life, was no less conspicnoiis itt^;dDie^8an. 
His disposition wan paiticularly aiodable, 
and 1^ was imivensally hdoTad« But 
while he possessed a caliimB» > whi<^ en- 
titled hin to be cattsd difi|)asd0»na«e, no 
one was more warm than ih^ no «09i6^1iQwed 
greater animation under circumstances 
whieh^O'feU in Witfajhisitiuiih cxf'^ imiil as 
to rousehim fitmi his^uteal^quipt and 
^hou^tftili6tirem€([it.f Hejfrasfabmjn^ooii- 
sidefditefof idieifeeUiigs (if toIJk^ o^.this 
i ^ jpcdnMnbelr • a particular trait. His father 
used to aUewMhim^ during .the. rwinter^ a 
fire in a^prirate room, hired for him, with 
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Dr. Redne^ pemiMsion, «^ the gardener's 
hoii^; but. JsoaeB would . often deny him- 
self linsindulgeiiioeraither than appear to 
enjoy what other : hoys could not have. 
With this! thoughtftilness he was alwayB 
cheeifol> and had much originsd .humour. 
In /has studiies he was diligeiit and fond of 
pritaite reading. Retired and. sedentaiy in 
hiB^habitfiyhe seldom took an<a«l«ve'pact in 
the games coaiBon at schook* Drawing^, in 
which ^ he greatly ^ ^celled^ coustkuted his 
chief atttusemtot- Buitr still ha^was always 
read^rtb eaigageiin any exploit that em* 
braced dbjeoite of more than (xi^nary en- 
terprise and* hairdihood '' - 

iI«owln imollnatijbn^ atr this timoy^was to go 
to sea^ai^d keishov^ great f3iulness>fiMr»every 
purrailyoaBnect^ with 'nayal tactics ; but 
utthe eaniestwish'ofhis'niolhenhei forbore 
to indulge this iiuclination^ andisoon began 
to turn 'hi8ttt]ind.to»thatiproftfisionin wlulch 
he afterwards attained so high a lank. 
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After he had been selected to deliver the 
annual oration at the Clmrterhouse, in 
May 1804, he was removed to Christ 
Church, Oxford, where he entered as a 
coimnonca* ; but had scarcely b^xin to re- 
side, when the death of his father deprived 
him, at once, of his best instructor, and 
his abtestguide. He soon, however, reeohi'^ 
mended himself to the notice of that ready 
patron of merit, Dr. Cyril Jackson^ then 
D^Q, who, according to his ycsBdrly cus- 
tom of rewarding some one of those who 
had best acquitted themselves at the colt- 
lections or terminal examinations in the 
college, nominated him the dean^s student^ 
having the year before conferred the same 
honour, on an eaadaent^ scholar, Mr. Lloyd, 
the kte Bidiop of Oxford. It is re- 
markable, that in after life, the two friendly, 
thus united in distinction at Collie, wane 
raised to the same high station in the 
church in consecutive years, and in con- 
secutive years, also, were cut off from the 
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hopes of their respective dioceses, their 
families, and thcdr friends ! 

Having been examined for his B.A. de- 
gree, Mr. James continued to reside at 
Christ Churoh ; and, while he was engaged 
in taking pupils as a bachelor, he was 
sudtoly deprived of his books and draw- 
ingSi and, indeed^ of all that he possessed, 
by an alarming fire, which broke out in 
the south-western comer of the great quad- 
rangle, and was not checked in its pro- 
gress^ till it had consumed his rooms, to- 
gether with several other sets adjoining. 

« 

The beaaitiftil hall was, at one time, appre- 
hended to be. in danger, but the stre- 
nuous, exertions of the firemen, aided by 
the membiBtos of the University and others, 
succeeded in saving it. It may easily be 
beUev/ed, that a fire at midnight, in such a 
place aa Oxford, and at such a college as 
Christ Church, would present many pic- 
turesque effects to any one who could col- 
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lectedly contenqplate it; and ijt v^^S'i ^ 
worth maationing as cha^l$H#ip,f^|MTf, 
James, that, bereft hy it, as h<e wfyi,(p^.^ 
his little property, as soon as<be foj^ip^ ,t)^ 
his services wer^ no longer requir/^,,in 
helping to extinguish the flames, he palmly 
selected his spot, and having ..prooiiM 
dravjring materials at a friend's . Jfqppi,).^ 
down, and made a sketch of th« ^i^ ^f^ 
which he afterwards finished a lai^,4i%'«rr 
ing. ■ .. , • t 1 .j » (['.•>, , 

... • ' >;;' .1 .J;:! • 

It would be wcoqg to ; menMof^^ J^Vf 
James's loss, without B|enjtiflai»g(a}|^„^^ 
hewaspiore tbon cgmpepsat^. |wr, it i f t|i/t 
liberality of the JDean,iw4 Cjlnpi^jre^^pyf^ 

his fiirnitnre, and.lMs.pup^i^ ,)E^ig^ 
took that ppporljuhity p£ testi^ing, ^t|ff|^ 

esteem and a%ti(m ipr ,h^n^, ,b|;,)iwlii) 
and splendid presents^ which Tm^f})ij^ff 
he often S8i4>' ;' richer than be m» beCgirfi." 

After pro9jBeding . to t]^ d^gipee of Ji|,A- 
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ifr 1810, he i'feiftam'M 8^ 'one of the tutors 

al^fctiHsC CEiircfci, ifll'aii^ opportunity oc- 

fctinfefl^ttf * itfiJulgingf his wish to see' fdreign 

Abunmei&. The evehfs of the wir havings 

fl6Wlii%Un-to^ open the coiitinen^r t6 Eng- 

Klftritet)/ iie' Wfent^ a!yroad' in 1 913; S^th Ms 

<*l!iy^^^ien5,' Sir James M;Ri3deriVBart: 

aft(a**^iiffirig^ at Gbttenbnrg/ he • tiSitM 

^0k Ehf tHe fcoutt^ rff Betlin, 9td6kht)lm, 

SiM'^re^eA^!!>iirg', tiatih^ entered tWe Rus- 

nan empire by crossing the Gulf of Fin- 

kcid, from Grisleham to Abo in sledges du- 

ring \rttrter. ' From Petersburg, Mr. James 

|A<^coWka-wi£HWiffiam Macmic^^^ Esq. 

Wl;lD/!(iiHK>' waStSieai traveling as RsCdclifie 

ftB§k Mm»«he^tjmvefsi«y of Oxford)' to 

llRiijiiW ' W ^^ inteifestittg in<«neiit ' jttst 

tfHy tB§1fciiiB?ng^ 6f tHat city ? thence they 

JWlWt*ea*khe Ime 6f ^he Frenck rettfeat'to 

%af^l^ ^Hd Smolensk, ati^ -^ec^v^t^ 

p'lWii^-'^tWe fcburs^ df -ifte iMie^ '^' fef 

as Kiev, they visited the cities of Lemberg 

afocKc^kcbtv ill PoJantl, and s6 crcfefeed to 

h 
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Vienna. On teturnitog to En|;>kiict^ Mri 
3&mek published his tmyeU iQ>iocie viAmtik) 
4to. aiid had^ the' fiati6ftfcotidn>'^«ty t^lifi )ili«» 
two edition^ in 6«i6>!'al^ ivlet0 mdd^'^U)/!! 
for- ill- i^a^c^aiibnv >•: - :' f' -k^ •' ^■-" 'ft ■/'</k<,-.i 

At the 'msh- of TOOi^ bf.ys>i^neeii!d^ther 
pablifefted^ theyeao* b^re he Tt^^4$ii|ftli%ri 
a series^ of -vieWB^ taken dtiriligJtlli4 4»tf*v 
which 'heengraTed npon stone n>i^«bis dwtti 
h^nd, ' dnd coloured i&-ii'MaiMi«r 
the Mc^ of -th^ori^inal'drliiriiigs.' ''.i /"'t 

' In 18 16 betfiskied ite^mtti MMh4«C{i»i«t> 
Chutth* ifirtend, : tHe: lat^l Geot^t (i]^ii<^p^ 
Esq. Withii^honiheibptiitisomet'tim^nuBl 
agreeaf)l;^j hdiik')at>^llo^'aiid'>Ili^1i^I)&»3 
enjoyed the «p^oi^t(i1)ty o({ <MAvtiSmgiihab 
taste for pa&ntiiig^ a«hi'«te alKatl6dcdib«Adi| 
recreation of his mind amidst the gravet 
stddi^ 'tt>t«^hiqh littDuui ?1db^&ua£t?att) tUies 
habitt^dijf diredbed.' '»SiDon dflbeip/hi0<fetatti> 
fromltedy, h^ ivfaa&<admitted toihohpr (^nlbrs/ 
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anij jteeigiiedl kis > sibadmtahip at Ghri^ 
QMwtia/ CM being presented bfiitlie Dean 
aodtCllMt^ten toiikemTtaM Yima»g&vif i^^ittoii^ 

leifiure^hours which hi& parochial <iiitie& aff 
fordedy he followed up those literary pum 

w 

ai}4>(94a]wdiied tbe obsegrvattonshfi had made 
ODrlib fiitourite art during his tour in^ Italy, 
iftf/a ivi>?kioalladf '' Tk^ ItaUau Sdbook of 
Saiiitiiigfr themi^aes»fof. which led'iUmaf^ 
terwardstp p»hli*hi in l8a2,;^TheFl€fmi8hi 
Dutohy and German f Schools/' whidb he 

QiJ^flwf^ia^^;^ ) Heriiadlit ajft^contonsptla^ 
tsMir to i(>raee«lifto |i;l^l paintem iof ith€ 
£AfliibV|sdIodi an^ i|sQrtlK)wi.Qfll?ra&ce 
esdtSpmift/Jiutvhtf ^ mmmt* 

^iSfe (kMaUbnotfi^ ftdOieot ^qpoi^tur of ithe 

attetaptfinwiytiti <vmee ibeiS»^iA^ bring? re:^ 

v«aiM idli^oii fiiiij^ aad the 

5 2 



XX INTRODUCTORY 

attacks upon Chrifetianity; whidi^liad'Tea 
cently issued from the Englfeh pregs^'inJ 
dficed him, as he fed seen tnuch'<fc(f tiid 
evils of infidelity on theeontinfcilt; Itoi^Te 
to the world his own reflections on the 
most importaiit of all subjects iira'^wluAaCj 
which he entitled '*The Sefftii-^oAptic V <^t 
the Cominoli Sense of Religion^ dotusidei^di'^ 

He was long* employed in arrin^ng^feib 
materials for this woric, whi<ih" «• dttfef*^ 
close Veasonitig, and in thte coui^ of >^fcifbkb 
be e!«cainined in detail; dnd ab»jrtfe<kAiM 
those infid^ argumentis irkieh'^b^ ^^^ 
the way in France for th6 oveii;b!r©\*^'d^^ 
altat of religion ; asidh^ 'p0|nt:ed^<»tt«^«h^ 
sQperiw'cledmess #i^ whi clPtl«>@hx;tetkft 
phil«6ph«r-arrifTesiM hi* ^coflcl^^ io\f/^ 

In (923, he manried' ' Mkrit(nh<^ ^ Jttttt} 
M angalore, in* thie* presidency of Bbthbayi 
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toAvhi6m*ak>ne^ during his illness in India, 
hQiWas iindebted for all the earthly com^ 
fon (that smoothed his bed of suffering 
iw ^e ^9S^U hmxB of) has life. 

n\\ .... ^^. ,..»:. • - ' 

(Towards^' <the^ close' pf the summer of 
lfi26,.wh«i the- intelligence reached Eng- 
latid^ »fchat the see of Calcutta had become 
a second time vacant by the lamented 
dfijitfai of ; jBiahop Heber, it seemed no easy 
li^^r to find a fit successor to such a man; 
«|»^[{tlie))f^ii(^ou< ftransmitt^ to Mr. James 
tfe i6Jfc,^^t hiighly responsible station could 
ii^^h^ ^v(si4er^ otherwise thaa a^ a token 
ofl'g*eatye«tep»ftfoi; hisi.diara«ter and quali- 
i4lLt]QQs J ^ ]^p9u r>epeiving the offer, bis first 
fe6lJl^i*^a«rltQ defc^ made.an^ 

swer t»i(tfc^%t>fjiBfect; but^baing.alterwards 
strongly advised to reconsider the objec- 
tiwi^^h^ffeit^jnll* determined to coiasult the 
h^ Xia^ic^ fldvi^e^aS tp. the £tne$s of his 
{^pn^li^ipa \}(i^ ondiira «th« climate of India. 
I)r^ i Jiohtison'^ loittig r^idence in, Bengal, 



' , , .'■ / Mi 
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and the sta<fy winch bis tlt^U tbcm' i^ub- 
lications shewed him ^ h&Ve'b^^td^^ (^ 
the et^ts' of its ^miite- 6ii :£t(^iy^, 
pointed hiiii out 'as e6iinen!(iry ^ua^ed^fo 
give an opiniod on the subji^ti^ iiijfltti'^^te- 
fore, he consulted^ and' dsb li^^'liithtt^ 

M 

and vatukl friend. Dr. -MaailiK^^/iji^ 
had long known his conslatiitioti, ^diid^IiM 
bem the eompanion of his travels ^iii^ 'Rus- 
sia, Poland, and Grermany. 

..; i " 

Finding thkt lyoth these' abli^ ^^i^i^ 
coincided in opMdn, ■that*llSdf&'^^ifl<i- 
thing in tike stat^ tJf'^Hi^* fi^Kfif'^WW^ 
should deter hiiii - from' 'goii%- 16' 'iii3lj[i"Ke 
felt that tereould 116 longer W^W^ li^-tb^^iis 
own conscience, if ie «Jnit!ihiiM«tc^^iaiiliik 
from Woffered pi»t 6ti'adiotrii<f bf'lb ffik- 
ger. '' After diie'deKber^6ii;^1!ie 
mind to accent it ; aind 'froth ^9ikt iUom^lie 
theilg^t of nottiiiig buit ^e<o3bpt%> ;»*^teh 
hehiddev6ted^&i^ily:f, kiidfat'it'ffis^aiity, 
as his expression was, ** not tUlobk biabk.'" 




' ••• 
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.f*iflarteo^r4#ril OR .% Sunday before 

ii?%3iitfi..^^!<ii?^./?F- ^"-.V 4r«f not two 

" I have purposely chosen this passage 
<i/?i^ijfeHf«^n% t^iia?4*y's discourse, as 
-SfH^WSf^m'^ ^^P^^^ Wfr which, n^y mind, 
>mkf*mifk^ ^W^f ^- deeply impre^, 

A^tm^i^,mm^ .S 4? ,«^PS ^>*5?w that at 

9i>«teifeD» MfFftf^lf iP^iTf^f^ eyen^^I^CTSon^ 

*ojrj?j^.t9.R?Mtf} all-,, I capnpt. >owever, 
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quit you^ amQ(Qfg^iw)tfiiii^}rihfiv 
long and : 60 . ba^ppidy i iwitho'tttfiKilittfiiHal^ 
pardcuHr and esp^ial iu)tiQe tmr'lliis/^ajic 
nor can .( xk^xiif^ -. pf yiy »4paraitic9ii « fecUk 

ct^gyi^ap^ Qj»4 IzLia pari9bioM[ni>v4«ire <iaie 
of J ap ojcdiiiftry -s^ad ^opiatncm-jilaJtmrf^] - - k . 

' . " 5 ;haye. oow euLteied, uppttt.lfiej.liQaDilli 
y p»r . 9f ^ i»y mifti^i^y ^onoa^ . i ypiw > i «i»y 
Hdav^n grant , thait I may < * pasi'i Abe fatfiK^ 
Un fy ^ars (if God- « epftf^i »a f eioh i lMlg)5&iijdi 
mucb hanaoayiand, jq*w(t|v ihi^ dmol^ 
pe^cQ and b«$^piDQfiB mih i rtbraan^^ai^nind 
ti^ !i WeUl do^ I liemftcabep. itheTigbaiile^ 
£iH!ward}?i^s3 thskt tmi^ m^ j^sBi^kua^ Barigifib^ 
ing^ a:jgu»d|9rj^t;fl^hfloll vwjlfiii t Bjiftrst iaBttibdi 

9fi'tb^ jplffeB|si» ^-SfiOLdingj tMriiiriicJiii^d^pMy 
%\t^ . wUjiiagnf^ ^^ ^kxi k^hiMisGinYiladiiafltiis^ 
6if wb^^iji 'TOiingj.aiB/faow- Matare&liaolifej 
and already jqixempliiyingi 16 another (^ekneP^ 
ration riskig aJbout thenl^ the^bksstng of 
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beil^^itbte'to'r^d thte' Bible. Nothing of 
iMs^rhdffrbeeritfo^otten' b^ and, believe 
^e/i^ir shall bd. In other little esta- 
hbALmeiit^ xifhkh I was desirous to form 
fiiiiraigiit) lyatH'^^hlit itnitiet^ did I find to 
vA taeA^^BOBM ifly views ! how many judi-* 
cious hifirti'haVe I 'received among your- 
sdves ! and when the yearly time of ga- 
tlt0BSb^tlLaiit arrived, with what cheerfol 
gcotrosttyhavte the wealthier part of my 
jiaiiBMdfieKs^ coAtributed to place in my 
faanddiTdi^ mmtliyf <>f pt'om good among 

jlotuti Si^ith wbitral^rity have they, on 
ibTOa^iX>c6H»ik>n,^tlnet my ^mshes ! Let me 
hcipitftiffl.titfaegie^i]is*itu4^^ now so well es- 
iMistBA?(mi^ to fall to the 

^tetoad laniidl tfaat;^ivheti^ the time of year 
oQDaes ixin;i|ido:^9gaiJb^^ fir away^ I 

pujrbjl^fitothiixik) t^ti>iii«8 ^ttitdft^ of .charity 
aodlwitisttyi dsi blill Amvi^mg>SiB it used 
tcUdogil^otniiniiDpef tiiatr1;he o&ew year will 
slitt>|f^afjilshfiBed I wa whhf as >much pleasure 
as> htfrntofare^j and that tkote who have it 
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on the sick bed/ how many have I heard 
«»]Mrfea['H(]di ^theh??djj|iiif %»»i IheiniChris- 
i}aii idaanceiin the ptQisasei of ^^ f4 l^ettir 
««i^ ta^ dditolaKe 4h4ir stodiwit^ ^tfibrflix 
the^mei^^of the iB«dafttier<rr^!(N»^^^<(e)»> 
iL\hk4e wurely siscit, whdir having xee^jireitid 
>fiptenm€kitessy ^ haiXM fnk^ ^^t^ wdMlowM^ 
diastisenMiiit, ^^^^^^ i^oif^ ^to ;tal itbe 
rest of their lives in the fear of jGU)d^s\ariKi 
I trust will continue to go on their way 
rcgcocillgr/ UJ]iei:!ip^fJiq^v^tiy^ttil^ 

}tmd^ ^YkUwa^ Oast ,»!®jB9)im|r/^bls smosssr- 
^^eiednHSdbiddifli^ ri^s^ftWt 

^iiitsladii tticc^l^d^rirtrhiidif^fliily iSmupV^ 

Mtmed;h]ki i)(i%iiiife(T|ro!mBfcti(^ tod()&e 
sense) e^l tttcKpresdii^of^Jao^iiiii^MiE: ^aariOlir 



fit 
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neglect not femily prayer : be asschtd^ikgflin 
and again, the Lord will ever motiifaUy 

<■ HUagding^ i&om henne>i)D oftee^w^es, 
lin '4J 4listant knd,. in Qod Isi xii^ hope 
ittidiiny <^t. There n Ode i6to bkpsA 

y^en^i'^mfiisll^flpjtiKi^'ht .will U «ar defdr^e 

'ddt l^ski 'tis :igi''d«^i nei^ker,tlU'im»in.MKf 
'«^^iit^j_i.! • „■' , ; •■ .-,'■.. ' •. 

■ // 'K -''.' ti.' .'/ . • • • • . ,, . • » 

J ■ 

! .^Oa^fe fdkrtviiig dayi huleft witfuapch 
^f^eltf^t^' plice, -whioh, ^hoWeireK; aiiia]^.the 
-iiieoitfe itfa^cuded hira, hsA besn)th^ sbone 
>dtfiM0^>1ik]^idbt>ty«iurai; ^w^jsris olUe^iribfldta^ 
gl^iAidft ij[tiiS1r'«hbwl<^e^ -taste^df him that 
^lal^vth^ <!K^t;iatid I'hi^fl^ la -oitiiEiga fiuaufy 
il#oiia4 t^)h0«nt;|iiflii^!idBi tdid ^anfing 
ithem/aiul'liwwijdiaurLjpjhefvi^S'. beldved. 
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he was odii8tai]iitlyM£[iiga^d»' i^ 
for hi& iieKv>:dutie^ aiid in attelidiii^^tti 
iiiatte»:'df ibiBemiffissi JtoniueotM Witbl^ohi^ 
afyproaching: , tiepanbiflre ^ yfpm india/- ^ ^ t TJm' 
Uni vepsttty ;df t OKfiard J)aid' him? the i coiii4 
pliiDieiit <^ cbnferrrog cm him ^hedfi^i^i 06 
D«D^ fay diploma; a^id on WMtlQii^aiyy 
June 3rd> he was eonseorated^in' l:he)Qkap^ 
at Lambeth Palace^ by the' ArcUbishop i>f 
Canterbury^ asaistedi 'by the .BislifopilHtll 
London, Ehirham^ i and 'SU BkyiAkir^fSti^ 
tcionsecititibB serixMm/ lias praatAoBdTbjoUie 
brother, the Rev. Wittistini-J4iJLek^'!^ellen9 
of Oriel College, and Vicar of.jC^oUaa^i, 

Surrey i emcl tcw printed, by oow^pa^^iOifi 
his'Ghraoe^e'Arehbiehop.''' -• '" »^i'>'^ •<? f; 

Every day was now fully occupied : 
a«fildsf lotl«J^ cai-es Ke' Was'^6li4^^niAi[Tng 
iiiijuiry'ktty Ihfe liidiskii'r^M^iolitS'df €K^^ 
rious institiitit>tis»ifl4i(Mdidft/*w«i?cH'hiiVfef«^ 
their objeat tlife extfD9il9Oi'0fv<ih#^fcn<Mirlldge 
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ofirClfaEniltiaaDntj^ paHicttleer}y> those tivo 

Ydnenble^ Societka which hate 'become, as 
itj \m!e^ the handmaids of the Church of 
Eholglaiid^ lA&j thst iroBesinia' rof ithese^ 4wo 
mfclJBties I fbrdi ai {tiomitkenl; ieatmrd dn < tihe 
following' menobir, it itaay ridt be improper 
tD introduee here an acoount of hiis 'taking 
lepftter ; of I )^th . A meeting of , lhe/8oci4ty 
ferj , . 4he ' Propagation of the Gbspel ♦ in 
Forpi^ Parts was * held at the Fredmason's 
Hall^jMay 25tb, when the Archbi^op of 
€Uikterbliry rtdob the . /chaiiTy atid anutaigist 
other- ' rteolutions it was ' moved by • the 
BbHo{l of J^iUiiUcester,* 

^^Tnat this meeting, while they cannot suf- 
flMerM/atfiiifetit^the-losi ttf Ksliop Heher^'ie- 
pose great confidei^e In his lEiuco^sson ^hQ$0 
known desire it is to follow the steps of Bishops 
Heber and Middleton/* 

o.^lp^^n^fi^tioa beii»g mx^M^ by:: J>r, 
Bi^TOfP^ jfeitQ, jVrcWe^pfl ,of BQi^bay> = the 

"^I'ftm- deeilly' inctebted to the H^t ReV. 



timt i-!e»>lution» xoffofi to ipe, wb^n f^eooD^f^ ^f t 
qne Wibp ha)^ bim«^ s^ abliy 4i«charg^rihi9rdK-( 
tie^ ,<rf, tbn iwp^is<)3l Ja |P4^.W»4mafl:ffPg»n*wl. 

with loyQ.i^f^ ^Ke^§m*imi Vy. eyf!rK-.<5)wft rCiWt 

ciety there. And yet this soggestion which has 
been ma^e ;ia om, which, considering tbe'tigh 
an4. 4»^*a irepiita*iou,of.n^ piredeoeqsM»».I 

ev^i^tumm^ a man well cflJcttlateflfto;layijft9i 
corner-stone of the church establisbmeot in. ai 
&r^go ki^-i—ever one whose oorrectoesa ^a94- 

pifif^ijfW «)f t jiulgmffit, whos^ .ttW!piiii«ro8H8ing> 

finn»es9 ctfi . miwJ, n-hoge pieity . . an4 4e«rni«g; 
fitted hiitf for such a pjurposq, it was Qisb^ip Midr- 
dle.tqnrTr9iie Kho neyer swenre^ from ith^ti |Mth> 

*Slig8Hfiri^?ep W<*i»d J^*Mii|dafe)i»^i|tli!je vHPhu. 

J^ ^^,-iW^^ t|ios? (.pitci^Mwitieavtes^.jipkjiiif, 

i» ,t^lf^v^ , Jiow«x^ fdi/Ker^nt! iq . thmrrfatw9> j 

ff^^ il^irad^al, wh«S^ loss, m(0 ,i9orftfre,e(a||%,. 
haiTfs, BjftUKnejiJ:: , his it wras to conicijiftt^iilo, 
soQif^% tp .swb4«i€! ; . it, ii^a^ hi^ to win -oven bjr./hiti. 
openness and frankness fj£,^^v^^l^^ f^fthatj.had 



UmMv^task, aud^t one vr}aeh,if^iXims^^aim 
likaixftrnkfye^tB, mayriotpa^i^tWa&Stt'Smiti hit 
iit^)i^ tb^imtA pvoAxkcit^B. «l(A^ tftiltftiidfllie 
0IiribtlMtf(b<icfy> iii ge&erAtl/ tUid tb ende^iVdOf td' 
^MSefit ait«!i§ brol^tt pbatetfix 'tbskn )ilei*6ioftahB'fb' 
fl(6ieb«aiS;(!«i^'tlie'Cros(ft. It Is jfof tMs |wfr|^i« 

tti«¥ti(tibb Hi i»Mdlk it-faas p(€ased"hi8>Mttjbky%' 
gbiti^UMt 'td- appdnt mei it'iii for Diis pttr^ 
1)5^,%' pi«dhce'€lKi£>tittr bknniMiy «bd'^^iita; 
tiy>e¥«t^ frde 6hoMkif' ^((tsbli^lWlfieiH'B fbt^ii^if' 

means, but by that mild and gonial influence 
^iMi^llc^-ii^^tfti^'sMQd on' lb(^&'»(9Mld:— 
h^'i«i^ttt^iii)itHdi9@ib^tifdlJi»A$>'l3udh''^Httt^tite^' 
a^ltiligfeibp6rilliieii*hQ» tM^t ds^ttt^'Idbukd^Mid' 

itilioli>i^^lWkbits >ind< jM^tic^ bf t^li^d' hftvd 
^\v«t m 'tice VKbsdlatifily li^essai^ t^ tb6 sdl^ 
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^^ For those kind feelings which the Right Rer^ 
Prelate has expressed^ with r^^rd to the cootiBU- 
BBce of my healtii and life^ I am siooeKly obliged. 
These are points on which it does not become m 
to enter too far : God's will be done ; bat I speak 
sincerely when I say I go in hope, not ni fmit^ 
And if ever it should happen that I should refwt 
this country, if ever I should be happy enough 
again to appear before the face of this Society, 
may Heaven grant that I may then be aUe to feel 
that I have done my duty 1" 

On the 13th of June a meeting was held 
of the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, for the purpose of making a 
valedictory address to the Bishop, prior to 
his departure for India. An eloquent 
address was delivered in the name of the 
Society by the Bishop of Gloucester, to 
which the Bishop of Calcutta made the fol- 
lowing reply : — 

^' If I rise under feelings somewhat over- 
whelmed by the kind and flattering expressions 
with which the eloquence of my Right Rev. 
Friend has honoured me ; if I confess myself 
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unnUoffto .tbank tbis namernus assembly for 
ibm^mmnw m mbich Ahej h^ye. received those 
s4irt^!Bieiit»ki- wbkh'I aoiiso deeply and so pw* 
awaUgncoKcerned ; I mustcrave yoor indulgence 
for a ' species ei incapacity of which your own 
gmetoos 'leelings towar(te me are the cause. 
Indeed, I feel as if it were but an act of justice 
to confess^ that some of those encomiastic 
phrases ivbKh bare fallen from his lordship on 
thb< occasion, appear to me to have been sug* 
gested and formed rather from his own high and 
honourable sense of duty, than from any desert 
of mine. Still I thank him warmly and sincerely : 
there may be those, on the other side, who will 
view these matters in a far different way than he 
Ims done ; who will i^up^ose that certain allure* 
ments and temptattipns pave the way, and prompt 
the acceptance of every official situation ; and that 
enough of what the world prize so highly was here 
diisplayed to excite a not unworthy ambition. 

'^ I would not make any pretensions to a 
false humility, nor would I in any degree affect 
to disregard or undervalue the honours and dig- 
nities of the profession to which I belong ; but 
slender were the inducements to journey 'to' a 
distant land (as I have undertaken to do) if that 
were all. The fencies indeed of a youthful ima- 
gination may paint such matters with a showy 
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and gaudy colourings but it is under a very dif- 
ferent 'aspect that tbey appear when lapse of 
time has matured the judgment, and experience 
and practice of the world has. enabled us to view 
them in all their sober^ sad reality* How un- 
substantial then seems all the ponq> and parade 
that even in the highest rank atteiads upon the 
rich and lofty ones of the earth ! how coldly do 
such trivialities repay the abs^epce .of tlM)|e do- 
mestic, feelings that form. the. comfort and .the' ^00- 
lac« of the life, of man! What is precedences an 
the room -r- what is the sound of iitie«to thej^r-^n- 
what is the value . of a few more of the su^err 
fluities of ,life,-rwhen compared wiU)i tbe^ b£^p]^ 
ness one derives from the presence of a moti^i^ 
a brother, a long-loved iriend, or, one's own 
child? — these are ties^ and these are se/cunties* 

"And yet I would not , that - any one should 
think harshly of my conduct, or blame me too 
much, if on these or any other grounds I may 
seem amenable to the charge of reluotanae or 
delay. If I have not courted this important 
office, so neither have I shrunk from it when 
once I thought it my duty to obey : .apd I trjiat 
it will y^ be in.my power4o prov^ ikbat Jt^s ^m> 
thing to show ze^lf to ob^tatn an o$ce». an4'<u»Q- 
ther to shoi^ Mai im its, diacJbarge.* Having 
put my hand ta the phuffh, I- turn not back; I 



MEMOIR. ' XXXV 

look forward; not indexed to highier daties^ (for 
none can be 'higher than those arising out of the 
relation of it paHochial minister to bis flock^) but 
to a wider and more extended field of u^efolness^ 
and hope to- claim a larger share of confidence 
firKti tnj! mother Church than that with which I 
hafve' been hitherto entrusted: 

'^ A ctergyman, and the son of a clergyman, I 
fee! »a 'Arm affection, a deep and pioa« veneration 
for thdt Chuixih, that visible and apostolid Church 
of' which the Lord Bishop of Gloucester has just 
now so feelingly spoken, and I look to its wel- 
fttre with the utmost interest and attention. But 
that Churdh has higher and better claims upon 
ottr regard, than, those which are occasioned 
merely by the habitual feelings of its ministers. 
It' adopts that interpretation of Holy Writ 
which is best established by the researches of the 
most learned amidst a thinking and inquiring 
nation : it follows that which is handed down to 
us embalmed in the prayers and praises of many^ 
^'pl^eeeding age, and proves the purity and per- 
fedtiottofits'dciotriiles (aid far as, htimanly speak- 
ing; fto phrase taay be used) by showing itself 
the ^€)nly* iorte which is able to defeat all the in- 
genuity of i:he libertine, or die malice and so- 
phiiM^ of the infidel. ' (^ tbeiie poitlts I speak 
not^aslf I feared to 'be mistaken; l»fed my sin- 
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Gptity^ and trust it will be appreciated by others; 
But while I regard with the warmest love that 
branch of our establishment which has beeq 
committed to toy char^^ I must not lose sight 
of that x^hlch our admirable Liturgy styles the 
CatJmhcy the ufiimrml church of Christ mili- 
letnt here on earth: and while I uphold, as far 
as I can^ that which my manifest duty in a more 
especial manner requires me to do ; none that 
dometh in th$ name of Christ shall ever be con* 
«idered as a* strtanger by me. 

' 5 *^ Oi pther points to which my Right Reve- 
rend Friend has alluded^ I will npt dare to en- 
large at the present moment I will not venture 
upon subjects in which I am still unpractised^ or 
trespass on a field where my footsteps have not 
yet been seen. Time and diligence will, J 
hope, give me a clearer view in these matters, 
and experience may ripen those thoughts, which 
if now brought forward, might seem rftther the 
offspring of anxiety than of knowledge. And, 
if ever it should please a kind and indulgent 
Providence to restore me to this land, with what 
pleasure shall I look forward to the day — to the 
hour when I may again be received within these 
walls : when I may devote myself, Ivith all the 
fruits of my experience, as one lately returned 
from Bombay \\^ dpne, with so much zeal and 
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ability^ to the noble and exalted objects of this 
Society. « 

*^ In this very rooia> ia the midst of oar com- 
mon pursuits, how many i»ew friendships have I 
formed, how mmiy old aoqwic^tances have J 
renewed and improved! and how many are 
thare of those, no^ assembled here^ to whom^ 
thiCMighi I may have been hitherto personally 
npknawft^ yet, if I may judge by my own feeU 
ings, I need not scruple to call my friends ; who 
will watch hereafter with unceasing interest and 
anxiety over all that regards myself and my 
iSbUaw-labamrers in the vineyards of the East ; 
and. support us with that fostering and liberal 
spirit at home, which alone can^ under God's 
blessing, enable us to be successful abroad. 

^ Of these, of all^ I must now take a long fare- 
well J there is' a solemnity in the word ; there 
is somewhat of awfulness in the occasion, and 
in a ceremony which, it so happens, on this very 
day, four years ago, wa^ performed to one 
whom I am not less proud to say I mourn as a 
friend, than this Society is to lament as an 
%gmt Jioat ta her present need. Yet I speak of 
^his 'Angularity only as that .which ought to 
a^4 matter for serious reflf^tion at the passing 
moment, rather than as suggesting any thought 
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of fear or weakness. Every feeling that I have^ 
is cheered^ when I contemplate bat for a mo- 
ment^ the liberal and munificent conduct I have 
every where experienced^ when I regard the 
generous confidence placed in me by this So- 
ciety^ the large sums entrusted to my disposal 
for the furtherance of our great cause/ both at 
Ae Cape . of Good Hope and in India ; and 
^hen 1 look forward to the pleasurable duties 
you have enjoined me to fulfil, as almoner of 
your bounty. Still more are those feelings en- 
hanced wiien I observe the general interest now 
beginning to be felt by all ranks of people here 
in that college at Calcutta^ which is at once so 
noble a monument of the sagacity and piety of 
Bishop Middleton^ and whose welfare it shall be 
my care so to promote as may best' appear fitted 
to realize all the bright prospects of its wise and 
learned projector. 

^f For the means thus afforded to me of aiding 
the Christian cause^ and of furthering these 
blessings to that which is henceforth to be my 
adopted country^ accept from me a feeble ex- 
pression of that gratitude which will one day be 
repaid you by the voice of millions ; accept the 
assurance of my best wishes, of my warmest 
endeavours^ and of those prayers which I 
trust will be pure, as they will ever be in 
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union and accordance with tho(ie of this So- 
ciety." 



« • 



The Bishop havinj^ had the honour to 
be presented to his Majesty at court', left 
London, with, Mrs, Jamps, a^ soqij ^ 
his business permitted^- to pass thq short 
time that remained in the retirement of 
their own feimily at East Sheen,; till oi^ 
Monday, July 9th, the painful hour of ser- 
paration arrived, and leaving theif twt) 

r • 

elder children under the care of Mr. and 
Mrs. Reeves, they set out for Portsmouth, 
expecting to sail the next day. 



I'. 
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VOYAGE TO CALCUTTA. 






Thb Bishop and his family^ consisting of Mrs. 
J. T. James^ and her youngest boy, five monthly 
old, her cousin. Miss Ommanney, and Mr. S. 
Hartopp Knapp, the bishop's chaplain, embarked 
at Portsmouth, on Saturday, July 14th, 1827, on 

board the ship Mary Anne, free trader. Captain 

» 

Boucart, and sailed for India the next day. The 
passage down the Channel was slow and tedious : 
it was not till the 20th that they were off Ushant, 
when a summer gale came on so severe as to 
split three sails ; there were two more such gales 
in crossing the Bay of Biscay. 

i 

The ship was principally manned by LaaqamT, 
who came, on the first sight of the new moon, 
July 26th, to make their salaam to the captain and 
passengers, previous to the conraiencement of 

B 
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their castomary songs amd dances in honour of 
the Hegira^ which continued for ten days : the 
songs consisted of lamentations for Hassan, these 
Indian Mahometans being Shiites. On the fol- 
lowing Sunday^ 29th^ when Divine service was 
over on the quarter-deck^ on application being 
made by the Captain^ the Bishop desired that 
the Lascars might by no means be prevented 
from their usual ceremonies^ which appeared to 

constitute almost their only idea of retigicn: 

» 

they thankfully recommenced their devotiomd 
observances, and thus the day was iti some sort 
hallowed by all. 

On the morning of the 2nd of August, the 
party found themselves in sight of the stmny 
rocks of Madeira, and the glittering white town 
of Funchal, with its high hills rising nobly at the 
back. They reached the shore at three of clock, 
and were hospitably received at the house of 
Messrs. Keir and CJompany, 

The following are extracts from letters the 
Bishop wrote from Madeira to his mother^ the 
late Mrs. James, who was then living at Wor- 
cester; to Sir R* H. Inglis, Bart.^ M. P. ; to 
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Thomas Ceddecott^ Esq., of Dartford^ and others 
of his family. 



" Funchal, Madeira, Aug. 5th and 6th, 1827. 

^^ We arrived here on the 2nd, and expect to 
sail again on Monday, as soon as our Captain has 
shipped his cargo of wine. The voyage has been 
tedious, chiefly on account of the very calm 
weather we have experienced, though we had 
some severe summer gales, as they call them. 
The rolling and pitching of the ship at such times 
is, as you may suppose, disagreeable enough ; 
but, I thank God, Marianne and I have suffered 
very little, either on these occasions or any other : 
we have indeed both of us escaped the usual 
horrors of sea sickness, and this from attention 
to regimen, and the excellent advice we received 
from Mr. Scott, * as we beg he may be told, with 
our best thanks. We had the grampus sporting 
and diving close to the ship, and sharks, and the 
beautiful pearl-coloured dolphins, to amuse us 
on our way, as soon as we got clear of the 
Channel. 

* John Scott, Esq^i now M. D«, of Barnes, Surrey. 

B 2 



-4 MADBTRA. 

^^ Yon may well imagine how much we enjoy 
this delicious spot^ after even so short < a confine- 
ment on shipboard ; thou^^ indeed^ the Islakidof 
Madeira needs no accessories to ettbanee its 
beauty. I have never seen^ even in LabeSa 
Italia, such exquisitely picturesque scenery ^ I 
have here. It is the grandeur and prodigality 
of leaf, of blossom, of form, of variety, tb^t 
constitutes the great charm of this^ luxuriant 
region, and the novelty of finding oneself aioong 
palms^ and fusias^ guavas^ orange-tree3> ^. 
I must add, that it is no small gratification to be 
welcomed with the hospitality which proverbially 
belongs to the English factory here,- It. \^ (be 
custom with all the merchanb; tpi r^eiv^t the p^- 
sengers by the East India ships^ and entertain 
them during their stay on the island^ depending^ 
of course^ on thus increasing their own (^Qjfn^ia- 
ions. I have already commencad my order;3 for 
my cellars at Galeutta. You may iq[iag;ine their 
reception of strangers is in a princely style^ when 
I tell you> that we aise .now sittijaigat .the,h9u$e^of 
Messrs. Kier and Co., ina. roomabpujt forty^feft 
long^ twenty high^ and thirty broad> ^h^ch is qqc 
of the noble suite allotted to us. The garden 
belonging to the house is among the niost perfect 
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thiog&<arth6 Mrf I ever saw; long walks^ covered 
vrUk treliiage and vines^ with fountaiiis^ &c. 
amidst all the luxuriant produce of this almost 
trop^al Ornate/ bananas^ papas^ pines^ cactus> 
aloes^ canes^ &c. : add to all thisr the magni* 
liC^nfrock: scenery which surrounds three sides of 
ibehdriacoD^ with white houses and green vine- 
yards oeciipying every level spot that presents 
itself, ^d' itt the distance a sea-view of twenty 
or thirty ^iles, and you may have some idea of 
ftis enchanting spot. 

** It is quite new to me to find myself in 
k country where so great a de^ee of liberality is 
mamfested by the Roman €atholios towards Pro- 
iestents, azid where the ancient rancotir seems so 
much on the wane. Not only the laity, but 
the priests also, appear very reasonable people. 
How 'much better is this gradual change than a 
revulsnion in the nature of thkigs l~But in truth 
it sui^mses me. Some of the Roman Catholic 
clergy are occasionally s^ea m attendance at our 
Engliiih church ; it may be, perhaps, from curio- 
sity, but they observe all our forms, and be- 
iiave with greats decency and attention ; not in 
the way that, I am sorry to say, many English 
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people do in their chnydies. One of tbem was 
present at the service at our diapel whett i 
preached this tnomitig. It woold seem^ iberafiM«> 
not to be now^ as it formerlj was^ a ^crime rabjeot 
to penance to have been present at sndi a place 
of wor^^. An apology was made to me by the 
Portuguese governor^ Sei^hor Valdee^ for ih^ 
Roman Catholic Bishop not being able to eaH 
npon me during my i^y in the island We 
w^e politely received on oar visit at the nnnnety 
of St. Clara^ and also at the Franciscan cou^ 
vent. 

'^ I have had pleasure in distribirtii^ several 
copies of a selection of the Homilies^ Irom tiw 
Prayer-book and Homily Society in Imdon^ 
One I gave to a Scotdiman ; the rest were soob 
applied fer^ and there were more applications 
than I was able to satisfy^ The generality of 
the English here are presby torians j bnt^ as at 
Antwerp^ «md other HoveAga &ctones, they attend 
the church, if the minister is only, temperate and 
discreet. They moreover raised the bofldii^ at 
an expense of fifteen thousand ponnds. The 
English gov^nment pays half ilie chaplain's 
salary^ and the factory subscribes the rest.'*--^ 



Hodiiig (torn Mr. Deaoon^ tbe cbap^kin^ ^9t 
tbere mw dificidty in c^t^aing tiie penmasiim 
of tii9«Cwdiil to hf^ve evening m well as marniiig 
service in tbe cbi^d db Sundays^ the Bi^bopr 
C0ttl4 only regret that he had no authority to 
interfere' by ^ving any order on the sul^ect» nor 
any mean^ of prevailing^ith the Consnl^ who waiB 
th^ in Ixind^n^ to give the wisbed-fpr consecit ; 
but he promised to use hip best exertions tq 
^eQura to the English resident3 all th^ benefits of 
thp religioit& servii^es of their church ; a promise 
which ho immediately performed. 

An application of at more ^pgular nature was 
made by a friar;^ who expressed hipself dp^^roqs 
to kavfi his conveiH^ and embmce the r^fpriaoc) 
raUgion^ if his Lordship would allow him to follow 
inhlft 0^^ to Calcutta; hut a&the proposal w^^ 
maiio j«a| a^s the Bishop was going on ship- board 
to le^l^ the island, when there »could be no op-* 
pi^lniiity of making any enquiry into the pre^ 
rkma ehtracter of the nmn^ or the probable 
metii^es which led to this st^ ; and, moreover^ 
fis'the Bijdiof bad no power io land any indivi- 
4iifil »4 CakiiiUa, wUhout the express permission 
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of the Company being first obtained; he^bad»no 
choice but to decUne receivhig hini^ though f6 
was impossible not to feel ccNoipassion fbt the* 
man, under such circumstances. 

On Monday, Aug. 7th, they left Madeira. 
Mrs. James writes at this date — ^^ It was quite 
dismal making for the ship again, after enjoying 
ourselve*^ so much in this paradise, for such it 
appeared to us ; and I felt as if stepping into a 
prison, as I went up the side of the ship ! How 
natural is the feeling of liberty to us all !t— and 
still our amusements on board are many. Wt^ 
have a good supply of books, and a piano> besides 
occasionally finishing drawings, and writing let- 
ters, when^ the ship is sufficiently steady^j and 
then our work, and the guitar ; —and yet I have 
hot mentioned my little Fireddy, our chief amuse-" 
ment^ and sometimes the plaything of the. whole 
ship. I thank God, he has hitherto been par- 
ticularly well, and, if possible, thrives bett/er ou 
board than on shore. This I feel as a great 
blessing : had he been sickly, how mudi should 
I have blai;ned myself for having brought him. 
It would have b?en hard indeed to have left alL 
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May I never icel tkat I ought^ even in ibis par* 
ticuiap^ to have still farther set aside all selfish 
feeling for the sake of my children ! * * # 



^^ The costume of the Madeira peasant is 
pretty ; a full white shirt and trousers, apparently 
all in one, fastened below the knee, a sash round 
the waist, a dark blue cloth cap, and boots of 
yellow tanned leather 4o meet the trousers. In 
our little excursions into the country we rode on 
small hor$es and mules, which were very sure 
fdoted, and went nearly at full speed up some 
tremendous hills : altnost every horse has a man 
to attend him ; and, when ascending steep places, 
these men lay hold of the horses' tails, and hang 
on till they reach the top : they gain their liveli- 
hood by attending different parties as guides, 
and run sometimes the whole day; neither they 
noi* the horses appearing to feel the heat, which 
was intensie during our stay in the island. At 
Funchal a rude sledge is used for carrying goods 
about the town, drawn by two bullocks ; and, to 
prevent its taking fire from the friction of the 
pavement, the bottom of it is wetted from time 
to time with a cloth, dipped in the stream which 
runs through the streets/^ 
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The followiog obsepyatlons^ 4n tbe Bishop's 
memorandam book^ appear to have beea yFrmm 
about this part of the voyage. 

'' The punishment of seamen on board Eng- 
lish merchant-vessels is not regulated by law. 
They are as apprentices^ and hence black eye 
and fisty-cuff command prevails ; the Americans 
have a law for this purpose. 

*^ Much phosphoric light at sea betokens 
southerly wind in all latitudes* Seamen observe 
that sunset^ under a bank of dark cloudy denotes 
westerly wind ; under light clouds^ easterly. 

^^ Porpoises also are well known as signs of 
wind; and they are observed to swim in the 
direction of that quarter whence it is about to 
come* The blue of the sky is paler in the tro* 
pical regions, especially towards the line, 

^ * Deep and dark blue ocean ;' — why ? — for 
the same reason that our imperfect black and 
white colours^ when mixed^ make a grey ; so 
the gradual darkness in the depth of the sea^ 
combined with the light from above, forms a blue \ 



AT SEA, II 

for tlie same r6a80Q> again^ an anolottded sky is 
blue. 

*' One may almost hold converse with ^ the 
deep an^l dark bine ocean ;'<— and yet^ after all^ 
it is a melancholy suggester of thoughts. How 
hard is it to be so far away from one^s children ; 
bow hard^ that others^ and not myself, should 
hear all they say, and see all they dol'-n^of all 
troubles, this is the only one that I have not 
found harder to bear in reality> than it was 
to wgaiA it in prospect : and well it may be so^ 
for no powers of the imagination can add to the 
severity of such a feeling : and yet, no doubt> 
mine is not the hardest part : no man can know 
half a woman's feeling towards hec child. May 
the day come that we may both have pleasure 
to think of this, if such be the will of God 1 

^ Sept. 3. Crossed the line^ long. 22 W^ 

^ Se^, 23. Our tenth Suaday.»«Better atten- 
tion in our congr^ation than heretofore; not^ 
indeed in the ship^s crew : for all orderly bodies^ 
have 80 mach of mental discipline within tfaem^ 
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as to ihake them to all appearance regoldr. I 
speak of the passengers. 

^^ Oct. 4. Recross the Meridian of London. 
It is no smair pleasure to reflect on hours that 
are now the same with those observed by them 
we have left at home. Whales seen. Birds "in 
great abundance, pindarrieSy or cape pi^eons> 
albatrosses,'' &c. ! 
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; The following letter to the Rev. William 
/ameS; Cobham Vicarage, Surrey, bears date 
from the ship Mary Anne, 32 lat. S.— ilfSO; 
long. E.— Oct. 8, 1827. 

^^ My dear William ; 
# # # * ^^ From Madeira we have had 
such constant fine weather, as to nave very 
little ground of complaint of any sort, though 
we begin to think it* long before we arrive at 
the end of our second stage. A voyage to 
India is explained in few words. The trade 
winds north-east above the equator, south-east 
below, (the only constant winds known,) form 
the greatest part of it ; there being, as far as 
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this part of t^e voyage is conceroed^ only three 
variable spaces ; namely, first, fit>m England to 
about 30** N,, and then again^ from about 10* N, 
of the equator to about 2^ ; then again, in streteh^ 
ing. across the Southern Atlantic, almost from the 
cpant; pf ^^^nieric^, whither ships are carried by 
ike B.^il^. trade, to the <^oast of Africa; the 
twp fir^t, in onr case, occupied a fortnight each, 
the last about four weeks, and is not yet over : 
our wind to-day is contrary, and we may beat 
about .for some time. As for gales, we havie 
experienced nothing like what I formerly did in 
the Qatt^g^t ; and we thought a slow piEissage, 
without those gales, a fair compensation, and the 
common one, at this time of the year, for a 
quicker and more stormy one. * * * * 

^^ The ship crossed the fine about ^S^ W. long; 
on Sept. 3. We had received a letter from 
the seamen of the forecastle, announcing the 
preparations for the usual ceremonies; and 
Neptunp^s postman came on board the even- 
ing before, to congratulate the captain and his 
crew, and was sent off as usual in a tar-barrel 
set on fire, which blazed in our wake for many 
a mile. The procession of Neptune and Am, 
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phttrite wais very aiiiming> and sd you may 
Bappose vfBM the sbaviug and ducking of tke 
neophytes ; all which^ by the arrai^emetkts of 
the captain^ v^ daw from the windows of the 
eoddy. I had written an answer to the seamen 
of the forecastle^ stating the polite tnaiiner in 
which Neptune received all bishops on their 
coming upon the Kne^ and undemtandidg it was 
his practice to admit them to Itieiir fteedma 
without any ceremony whatever, I subjcnned cer^. 
tain fees for such honorary degreOi 

^* We have seen abundance of flying fiiA^ (th^y 
look just like a flight of swaHows skimming ihe 
aurface of the water,) and we aire now sur- 
rounded wtth birds of various sorts, &at keep 
eddying round astern, sometimes within four or 
five yards of the cabin window where I am 
writing. A whaie now and then shows itself; 
but tikis is all our visiting company, for we aire 
now Ottt of the usual track of ships, and have 
not spoken one for six. weeks: df those w^ saw 
three out of four were English. 

*^ I fear you will have some difficulty in decy- 
]»hering this epistle ; but though the weather is 
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fiiie> the Bhip is not so steady as to ftlUiw of any 
great perfection of peninaDship^ and I thought 
it best to secure a few minutes for my private 
correspondents now^ as I may have difficulties 
in the way of some of my business ashore which 
may oocupy my whole time. 

^^ Hal^past four. A whale has just been an* 
Bounced in Mght; but tiiougti we all ran on deck^ 
he did not make his appearance again : but, no 
matter, we shall see more as we approach the 
Cape, at least, if there should be any wind. 
We are now in the first mopih of spring, knd 
find it very cold, S6 of Fahrenheit, which, after 
our hot weather between tl^ tropics, is to us 
very severe, it was amiuring enoi^b to watch, 
on a fine night, the gradual development of the 
southern hemisphere, which is very brilliant; 
there are many more stars of tiie first magnitude 
than in the northern ; Hie difference, indeed, as 
I bad often heard, is very strikii^. Magellan's 
(^ud I have not yet seen; but we have an 
astronomer, Mr. Fallows, at Gape Town^ aad i£ 
we have time to see the lions, I shall hope to 
hear more of these matters. It was a great 
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pleasure to watch the north polar star down to 
the horizon, and the 

4 

Arctos 
Oceani metuentes aequore tingi. 

I have been endeavouring to lay out my time 
for the next five years with reference to the 
prevailing winds and seasons in India^ and ac- 
cording to the time when previous visitations 
have taken place in each part of the diocese. 
Our captain is an admirable seaman^ and^ as he 
has long been employed in the couutry service^ 
can afford me better information than I may, 
perhaps, at another time, have within my reach; 
1 3hall» probably, next year, go up the Ganges, 
and visit the different stations up to Agra, and 
Delhi, &€* and return to Calcutta. July 1829 to 
September 1830, — Madras, Tanjore, Trichino- 
poly, Madura, Tinnevelly, and the Syrian Chrisr 
tians ; then to Ceylon ; then to Bombay befqr^ 
April, and thence by the Kistnah to Masulipatam 
and Calcutta. July 1831 to Penang, Sincar 
pore, and so to New Holland and Van Die-. 
man's Land, returning to Calcutta in May or 
June, 1832. 



AT SEA. 17 



tc 



If I can accomplish this in the five first ye^irs^ 
(for I hardly expect a coadjutor before the re* 
newal of the charter) I shall be well content. 
Pray learn for rae irom ♦ # ♦ ♦ whether 
there would be any objection^ ecclesiasticj^ly, 
to my appointing six chaplains. I could wish, 
as my real patronage is so scanty, to have the 
power 6f paying a compliment of this sort to 
some one^ who may seem most deserving^ in each 
of the governments I visit. I should be sorry 
to trouble * * * * * to write on such 
a matter^ and therefore have taken this mode 
of referring to him, that you may send me an 
answer. I am getting on pretty well with the 
Hindostanee. I hope, however, you may neiver 
have to begin a new alphabet at forty-one. If 
I had not such an overplus of time on board 
ship, as to have a sort of greediness of employ- 
ment, it would be tiresome indeed. Half of 
Gilchrist's words meant for vulgar use are Per- 
sian, which is, as it were, the French of Asia, 
not homebred Hindostanee* 
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*^ Oct. 10th. The ship rolls terribly ; fair wind 
right aft. I cannot write. 

c 
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^< Oct Utb. A dead calm. I have nothing 
to write. Besides^ J fancy I am rather out of 
hamottr. I have jvtsk calculated that before wa 
get to the Gape, we ahaU have made a course 
of more than tea tboii3and miles from Portfr- 
mouth. 

« Oct 12. Wind S.K that is, right in out 
teeth ; however, we make way, and that is some- 
thing. Two o'clock,-^land in sight to onr great 
joy. We are jttst off Saldanha bay. But the 
wind is contrary, and we shall hardly get in to- 
morrow ; at least so they say. 

^ Oct. 13« A dead calnu For employment we 
tried the old experiment of the bottle. A line 
of fifty fathoms waa procured,, and an empty 
bottle well corked waa sunk. It came up full 
of waiter, and the cork was reversed. Q.E.p. 

^^ Oct. 14* A fine breeze springs up. The 
range of mountains at the Gape, and the en<- 
trance of the bay are magnificent beyond de- 
scriptioti. What a new source of pleasure is 
the sight of long wished«-lw land !--«<>-Six o'clock,--*^ 
came to anchor. 
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^^ Oct. IB, We are now comfortably settled 
at tbe Goyemor's. I am sitting in a room to 
receire visitors. Tbe window opens upoa a 
garden full of dose avenues^ and a fountain 
I^jrs just before it AH the luxuriant flowers 
of this delicious climate are s^>arkling around 
me. We are all well. Love from bH, even 
Freddy. 

^^ Believe me, 
^' Yonr afiectionate brother, 

^^ J. T. Calcutta.^ 

As soon as they reached Table Bay^ General 
Bourke, the lieutenant-govwnor^ sent his aid- 
de*camp^ Mr. Rundell^ on boards at five o'clock, 
with the offer of acconmiodations at flie go^ 
venor's house; and the Bishop and his party 
were most kindly received on their arrival there* 

Gape Town is beautifully aitoated between 
the beach and the magnificent mountains which 
riae behind it ;^ it is itaelf prettily built, with 
wide streets ramiing across each other, and in 
many parts planted on each side with Scotch 
fir, which mixed with a pleasing simplicity of 
arcfaitectnre, gives the town a livdy appearance, 

c2 
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the interest of which is much increased by- 
catching here and there a sight of the bay 
istadded with shippings at the end of a street 
They build usually with twisted chimneys, 
because they say that smoke when uncon- 
fined is seen to ascend in a spiral form, and 
hence they assume this to be the best figure for 
chimneys. 

The colony of the Cape of Good Hope is not 
included as part of the widely-extended diocese 
placed under the charge of the Bishops of Cal- 
cutta; but as the church arisii^ there had 
never hitherto enjoyed the benefit of any epiis- 
copal visitation, which was felt, to be much 
wanted, the Right Honourable the Secretary for 
the Colonies thought it advisable that Bishop 
James should be charged with a special com- 
mission fi*om the Crown to commence his epis- 
copal functions at that place. 

Accordingly, after receiving the visits of the 
ehief officers of the government, bis first aiid 
most anxious wish was to take measures for 
calling a public meeting of the inhabitants, wiik 
a view to raising subscriptions for building an 
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English charch ; next, to make arrangements 
for holding a confirmation^ of which he had pre- 
viously given notice by a letter from England 
to Mr. Hoagh^ tiie colonial chaplain; tben^ to 
visit the free schools, the hospital^ and other 
^tablishments ; and to make inquiry into the 
means adopted for extending the benefits of re^ 
ligious instruction in the colony, and into some 
special matters^ which had long wanted inquiry^ 
and were now committed to his charge* 

Oct. 18. In presiding at a meeting of the 
District Committee of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge^ which was Ailly attended^ 
the Bishop opened the business of the day iq^ 
the following manner :— 

^^ I have not risen with the intention of dcr 
taining you by a long harangue^ or expatiating 
pn the merits of this Society and its claims to 
support, as they are familiarly known to you all ; 
and of your practical views with regard to 
them^ your presence^ on this occasion^ affords 
the best and most satisfactory proof. But it 
would argue something of coldness of heart, if 
one did not indulge in the expression of some 
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feelings of congratulation on an occasion like 
this^ when one sees in a distant and remote 
quarter of the globe the same Christian feding — 
and the same Christian zeal animating the So- 
ciety here^ and appearing, too, to be directed 
by the same ability and prudence, as we have, 
perhaps, many of us witnessed in the conduct 
of the Parent Society at home. Though I had 
heard, by report, of the establishment of the 
Branch Society here; yet, it is a matter of 
gratification to witness, with one's own eyes, the 
bright and cheering prospect this day afibrds of 
its success, and to see the best wishes of our 
friends at home thus visibly and substantially 
realized. 

^ As far as the British name extends, as far 
as our arms have been heard, or our institutions 
known, the knowledge of Christianity is by such 
means as these promulgated amongst men ; and 
that, not by any act emanating ir€»n the power 
of government, but by the voluntary and zeal- 
ous care of individuals, by those means which 
give to every subscriber a share in promoting 
the great work ; so that while we look forward 
to the time when the church of Christ shall be 



one foU undet one Shepkefd^ ive loay dnim 
the distinctioii of tevmg beeti^ uodet tb^ Uess^ 
ing of 6od> voluntary^ but hiunble insirumetitti 
of his great design ; avid adrancing^ as far as 
in us lies^ the extension of the saTing kadw- 
ledge of the best and greatest gift ever oflfered 
to the world.^ 

On ilie Silst, the Bishop {beached to th^ 
Engleih residents at the Dutch Reformed Church ; 
and agsun obtained the use ^ the same church 
the next day^ and^ in the presence of a large 
coagregatioD^ administered the rite of Oonfir-^ 
mation to near five hundred persons: aftei' 
which be delivered an impressive charge to 
those whom he had confirmed. 

Ttoree o'clock^ the same day^ was the hour 
fixed for the public meeting at the Commercial 
Hall^ for the purpose of taking into considera^ 
tion the means to be adopted fi)r building ah 
English churchy an object the Bishop was most 
desirous to promote^ and the arrangement for 
which^ with the necessary provisions for se^ 
curing the permaueace of the grant of land for 
conseoration^ had unceasingly occupied his at^ 
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tention irom the mometit of bis. landrng. . AIL 
difficulties seemed now to be removed; the grant 
w^ made ; every disposition wfts shown by the 
wealthier classes to come forward on the occa-^ 
sion; and on taking the chair he made t)ie fol-> 
lowing address. 

^This public meeting has been convened, 
under the sanction of the Governpr of this colony, 
for the purpose of taking into consideration the 
best mode of fulfilling that eager desire, which 
has been so long felt by the British inhabitants 
of Cape Town, of erecting for th^nselvea % 
place of public worship according to the forms oi 
the Church of £ngland. 

^^ In opening the business of the day, allow 
me to express my congratulation on seeiqg so 
numerous and honourable an assembly around 
me, who have now by their presence here an* 
swered the general call, and afforded a con* 
vincing proof of their public spirit and their 
Christian zeaL It is, indeed, an honest and 
a proud feeling that prompts . our countrymen to 
wish to exhibit here some visible and tangible 
proof of adherence to their own apostolical 
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^jrm of faith; and to show some testimony of 
thdr admiration fer that Established Churchy 
for which Granmer^ and Hooper^ and Latimer 
died^ and which has come down to us pure and 
unstained, save by the holy blood of its mar^ 
tyris ; that church, too/ which has at all subse- 
quent periods excelled in theological learning ; 
and has been enabled so successfully to combat 
the cunning of worldly wisdom in the sceptic, 
and to silence the sophistry of the infidel. 
For these reasons we love, we venerate our 
(^biiroh establishment, and the forms of our an* 
castors. While, however, we express our pride 
in these sentiments, I am sure I am borne out in 
raying, that we do so without any intention of 
dispraising or undervaluing the zeal and sin-* 
cerity of those who dissent from our forms, 
though not from our faith ; and who on any 
conscientious ground are scrupulous of joining 
our communion, the language of which is free- 
dom, while our liturgy itself instructs us to 
pray, Bot for ourselves alone, but * for the whole 
sl^e of Christ's church militant here in earth/ 
We are all Christians, and are bound, as a proof 
pf the love we bear to our common Master, to 
Ume one another. We indeed have more es* 
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pecial reason to nakt such acknowldgemeii^ 
in this town> where we have received the 
kindest testimony of this Christitti feeling from 
the Presbytery^ ministers^ and whole body of 
the Dutch Reformed Ghurch^ who have ever 
been forward to aferd us a place of devotion 
by accommodating us within their walls as bro- 
thers in Christ ; and who^ when we declare our 
reluctance to trespass longer upon their kind- 
ness, will, I am sure^^ be among the first to ap- 
plaud our designs and regard our proceedings 
with a friendly eye* It remains as our duty^ iksA 
while we indulge these feelings^ and admire in 
others this truly Christian liberality of spirit^ 
we forget not to cherish it in ourselves, but take 
care to show that the same flame glows most 

purely and brightly within our own bosoms." 

#.* # « # # # # 

^^ I have come amongst you with no power^ no 
jurisdiction ; I come on a mission of charity and 
of peace ; and if in the course of <^is day I have 
spoken of our proceedings— if I appear to have 
identified myself, more than I was in strict reason 
entitled to do^ with the concerns of the colony, 
you will forgive the ex[Hressions^ which have 
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wisen only from the warmth and sincerity 
which I have felt your cause. Indeed, if ever 
there shall be a day of my life that I shall hope 
to look back upon with renewed feelings of 
pleasure and gratitude, it will be this, on which 
I have witnessed so much of British generosity, 
and, what is still more, so much of the true spirit 
which BritoDs are every where forward to show 
in promoting the sacred cause of Christianity^ 
I shaU quit your shores with regret^ and carry a 
pleasing remembrance with me whithem>eyer I 
may go.'' 

In the course of the proceedings, the Bishop 
had the gratifying ttusk of laying before the meet** 
ing, as be had previously done before the chief 
inhabitants in private, the liberal offer he was 
commissioned to make, on the part of the govern- 
ment at home, to give a grant of land, and to 
supply half the expense of building the church, 
provided the inhabitants would furnish the other 
half. Tias announcement he followed by laying 
down his own private subscription, and had the 
satisfitction of seeing the sum amount to two 
thousand one hundred and eighty pounds raised 
on the spot, before he quitted the chair, besides 
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subscriptions in kind from those who had not 
money to give; — one month^s labour from a car- 
penter, five hundred feet of cedar from a timber- 
merchant, &c. 

r The resolutions being passed, and the arrange- 
ments completed, the next day, at three o\;lock, 
in the presence of the governor, and nearly all 
the English inhabitants, the Bishop consecrated 
the piece of land allotted for the church, and 
also another to be used as a burying-ground» 
which was much wanted, as the burghers had full 
use for theirs. 

' While he was at the Gape, the Bishop found 
an opportunity of sending the following pastoral 
letter to the Islanders of Tristan d^Acunha. 

^* My Christian Friends, 
^^ In passing through this quarter of the globe> 
on my voyage to India, I could not but feel 
anxious to hear something relative to the conduct 
and happiness of those of my countrymen who 
are so far separated from the rest of the world 
as the settlement at Tristan d^Acunha. I could 
gain here little or no intelligence of you that was 
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bf a late date; but I have heard^ with sincei^ 

pleasure^ that you zealously promote the observ-^ 

ance of the Lord's day among you : and let me 

hope that so sacred a zeal may meet with no 

relaxation ; let me bope that your children, when 

baptized by yourselves, will be brought up^ as 

you yourselves were brought up, in the nurture 

andculmomtionoftheLord^ having a knowledge 

of the truths of the Christian religion, and of the 

duties it eqjoins. So may they be a blessing to 

their parents^ and live long to inherit the land 1 

I have been glad to learn that inquiry has already 

been made after you by the Society for Promoting 

jChristian Knowledge established at Gape Town ; 

and I am happy to tell you, that on your making 

application to them, any assistance you may 

want, in the way of religious books, will be 

cheerfully granted. 

^ Receive the assurance of my prayers for 

your welfare both here and hereafter^ from 

<' Your sincere friend, 

'' J. T. Calcutta.^ 

, An interesting reference, made to the Bishop 
by some Mahometan priests, is related ip the 
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next two letters^ which contain ako an account 
of his departure from the Gape. 



€€ 



TO MBS. JAMES, COLLBOR-aRUN, WORCBSTBR. 
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Govermneni^house, Cape Toum, Oct. 24, 1827. 
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My dear Mother^ 
^^ I have scarcely had one moment to myself 
since I landed, and have not been able to go out 
to see any tiling, except that once^ on a pnblie 
meeting being put off^ we went in the go- 
vernor's carriage to visit Gonstantia Farm: 
however^ all people seem in good humour^ 
and that is amends enough for any trouble^ 
^ ^ ^^ I Yauve now finished my offidal 
letters, and take op my pen for you. Marianne 
is gone to see the laying of the foundation^ 
stone of the Scotch Presbyterian ^'Church. I 
heartily wish it was ours. Had the English 
churchy for which we have now set on foot a 
subscription^ been begun one year ago^ no 
Scotch church would have been thought of; they 
would have been well content to have joined us. 
However^ one cannot but Te^ that they did 
right 
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^^ At four (fchfk 1 go to meet the IniAaii^ or 
head Mahometan priest of thi9 place^ who defers 
to my authority as ^ a man of God/ as he says* 
to compose the diflTerences between himself and 
aome of his followers ; ^curious enough. I hope 
to establish a friendly feeling with them now^ and 
trust, by the blessing of God, I may be able to 
draw sometiiing better from the occasion by- 
and-by; at any rate it is a very singular oc* 
curretioe. Almost all the slaves here are Ma« 
hometans. # ♦ * « 

^^ Beheve me always^ 

^^ My dear Mother, 

" Your affectionate Son, 

« J. T. Calcutta.'' 
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TO RBV. EDWARD JAMBS, BAST SHBBN, SUKRBY* 



E. Long. 87. & Lot. 6. 37. 
December S, 1827. 
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My dear Edward, 

^< I sent you a short note from the Gape, and 

in truth it was all I had time to write« We 

stayed there eleven days, but that was barely 

enough for all that lay upon my hands, at least 
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to inquire into things in the way I like ; and' as 
we were too late to pick up passengers for our 
ship^ T really felt that every day^ not actually 
employed in necessary business^ was so much 
of pecuniary loss to our excellent and kind- 
hearted captain. It was a great satisfaction^ 
however, to find that we left all the people in 
good humour. They presented me on the morn-^ 
ing of our departure, October 19th, with a letter 
of thanks, signed by fifty-six of the chief mer^ 
chants and residents of the place, some of whom 
were not Englishmen; and they met me at the 
Government-house, together with the English 
clergy, and accompanied me in a body to the 
beach, where Marianne and ^JQlizabeth and the 
baby joined us in the governor's carriage, and 
from whence we^ot on board the custom-house 
boat, and made for the ship.* ' 

^^ I mentioned^ I think, in a letter to my 
mother, a singular circumstance which occurred 
while we were at the Cape. One of the Malay 
priests (they are all Mahometans, and generally 
of the lower and poorer classes) told Mr. Falldws, 
of the observatory, that he had a dispute with 
the Imaun, and wished it to.be referred to me> 
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as ^ a man of God ;* these were his words. I 
was surprised^ but could not help indulging a 
hope that some good might result. I appointed 
a meeting with the Imaun at four the same even* 
ing ; and he came^ attended by ten of his priests^ 
one of whom spoke English ; and^ by his assist^ 
ance^ together with that of Mr. Skirrow^ the 
architect, we were enabled to confer. The 
Imaun laboured hard to get rid of the appear-* 
ance of reference to me; professing that he 
wished to pay his respects to me^ but no more. 
By degrees^ however, I drew out the story from 
him, and thus the reference in fact was made. 
It turned out to be a dispute on a point of dis* 
cipKne, and not, as I had hoped, on a point of 
doctrine. I had no hesitation therefore in saying 
that the Imaun' h&d- t&e .authority in his own 
hands, and should be obeyed by those who are 
placed under him. I then touched on the points 
in which the Koran agreed with our faith, (not 
omitting the testimony borne to the preaching 
of the Apostles,) and lamented that the agree- 
ment went no further. We then parted very 
good friends ; it was indeed my object to leave 
a good and kind understanding with them all, 
hoping to improve upon any further occasion 

D 
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that might ofii^r : and this I trust was done^ for 
the Imaoh afterwards sent me word, by one of 
his priests^ that public prayers would be offered 
in the mosque^ on Friday, the day we sailed^ 
for the safe voyage of myself and my family to 
India. It may be^ and probably is the fact, that 
the real point in dispute was concealed from m^, 
and it might be that it was something more than 
the interpretation of a text of the Koran relative 
to discipline ; I have therefore promised to send 
some books from Calcutta to Mr. Fallows, which 
he may lend or give to this seceding priest, who 
has, it appears, about three hundred followers, 
and we most try what we can. 

*' I also wrote asort of admonitory letter to the se- 
cluded islanders at Tristan d'Acunha, and was glad 
to be able at least to point out the means of theif 
beingsupplied with books of religious instruction.* 

'^ The inhabitants of Tristan d^Acunha arc now (1829) 
about tidrty in nomber, including women and children. Glass^ 
who is at the head of the little commnnity, was a corporal in the 
company of artillery which was stationed there under Captain 
Clouts, during the residence of Napoleon Buonaparte stt St. 
Helena. When the company was withdrawn. Glass, at his 
own request, was allowed to remain with the few settlers on the 
island, and take charge of the stores ; and being a well-dis- 
posed msin, he has been attentive to religion in his little society, 
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The chief hope of introducing Christianity 
and civilization into the parts about the Cape^ 
most be by means of the new system of licensing 
natives to be admitted as workmen. This has 
been till now forbidden^ and is yet under con- 
siderable restraint. The consequence is, that 
beyond the frontiers we see the bushmen with- 
out employment^ and actually starving, while 
labour within the frontiers is at such a price as 
to check all advances towards improvement ! 

^^ By all I can learn it appears that the mis- 
sionaries are much better conducted and better 
educated men than heretofore; they preach 
often^ and are heard greedily. Translations of 
parts of the Scriptures into Gafire are advancing 
under those of the London Society ; Mr. Wright 
is now employed on the Book of Genesis ; but 
no translation of the New Testament has yet 
been made. The Hottentot language prevails 
on the western^ and the Gaffre on the eastern 
side. 

whfle he has had such success in the management of their land 
and their cattle, that they are now able to afford supplies of pro- 
visions to any ships that may touch on their shore. 
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^^ As for the voyage from the Cape to Calcutta^ 
it is accomplished usually at this time of the year 
^ in about ten weeks^ the only constant wiuds^ 
being the S. E. trade, which we fell in with in 
S. lat. 20" and lost in 7% and the N.E. monsoon^ 
which will carry us, we hope, from l"" or Jf* N. 
lat. to Calcutta. The rest of the voyage de- 
pends on the westerly winds, which generally 
prevail from SS"" S. lat. to 41% and which carried 
us as far as St. Paul and Amsterdam islands. 
We have now almost constant rain^ and the 
hatches down^ — close work; but we havie a 
little wind^ and consider Calcutta as nearly in 
sight. 

" Dec. 12. A dreadfully hot day ; thermom;^ 
87. We have now reached 2^ S. lat. 89^ K. 
long. This day last year I preached at the 
Charter-house ; little did I then think where the 
next Founder's day would be passed by me. 
Thank God, however, we are all well. I now 
read the Persian character tolerably, and begin 
to see my way in Hindostanee. * * * ♦ 

^^ Your affectionate brother, 

^^J. T.Calcutta.'' 
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The Bishop's memorandam book contains the 
following observations on the winds, written 
soon after leaving the Gape. 

^^ There is no doubt but that the winds blow 
according to certain fixed laws, and if these 
were known, we might ascertain when the wind 
would be favourable, and when not: perhaps 
one day this may be known. 

^^ It appears that even a heavy gale or storm 
seldom covers a space of more than from three to 
five degrees at once ; and that a ship sailing one 
hundred miles distant from another, unless in the 
Trade winds or the Monsoons, seldom has the 
same wind, either as to strength, or as to the 
exact point of the compass. Now if from the 
returns at Lloyd's an. account were furnished of 
all the winds encountjdred by all the ships, wher- 
ever they were, on one day, or a succession of 
days> we might be able to learn something of 
this matter ; for it is certain they act on a system 
of compensation as to- one another ; and that 
whenever a westerly gale has prevailed long in 
a certain space, it must have occasioned a gale 
or gales- to the east, or at least easterly in ano- 
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tkdr space; aoad doubtless flus ihnst afl be ac- 
oordii^ to some fixed law." 

^^ When a compact cloud (not one having 
arisen froin the horizoQ^ but collected afterwards) 
reaches tine zemib, or is over the mast^head^ 
then comes a squall of wind; and it is usual to 
prepare fix* such by taking in sail> as soon as it 
is seen approaching the mast-head. The sea<^ 
man's expression is^ that ^ the gale comes out of 
tiie doud*' ^ 



FROM MRS. J. T. JAMES TO FREDERICK REEVES^ ESQ. 

EAST SHEEN^ SURREY. 



^* On hoard the Mary Anne, 
'• Noo. 17; 1M7. 

'* Dearest Papa and Mamma ; 
^^ Ilis is only the second qui6t day we have 
had since we left the Cape. The day I enjc^ed 
the most/ while we were there^ was tiiat on 
which we made our excursion to Gonstanlia 
ferm^ when a public meeting being accidentally 
put off, the Bishop was uMe to make one of 
the party. We had a pleasant drive of twelve 
miles^ and passed through the pretty village of 
Wjmberg^ witib its white cottages and timtched 
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roofs i they are the cottages^ however^ of the 
wealthier families. The vineyanl at Gonstantia 
is snially but it is the only one from which the 
celebrated wine is jnade* In all parts of the 
road^ the surrounding mountains are highly pic^ 
turesque^ and the wild flowers so beautifiil^ that 
it 18 quite like driving through a conservatory ; 
geraniums of every variety, and of the largest 
size^ are sew growing in bushes around you ; 
aloes in profusion^ and arums in all the ditches ; 
to say nothing of the silver witteboom which 
they gather for fuel : we saw several waggons 
laden with it, drawn by cagbteen or some* 
times twenty oxen. On the morning of our 
leaving the Cape^ a large body of the principal 
inhabitants escorted the Bishop to the beach» 
^ptemng their tha«ks for the intereit be had 
taken voi the spiritual affiiirs of the colony ; they 

« 

also signed a very gratifying letter to the same 
effect After we got on boards the whole of 
the afteraoon was employed in heaving the 
anchor^ which was found to have sunk so deep^ 
that sailing out of the bay was given up for 
that .night. The Serang was much hurt by the 
sudden breaking of the rope to wliich the cable 
was fastened : the captain told m, ih&t he once 
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saw four men break their \eg8, one after another^ 
in trjring to get up an anchor when it had snnk 
very deep in the sand. We got out of Table 
Bay on Friday^ October 26^ and almost imme- 
diately met with a fair wind^ which took us safe 
out to sea. We made the fimt two thousand 
miles in twehre days, and escaped the heavy 
seas and gales^ which I so much dreaded, off the 
Cape; however^ we have since had a smart 
gale in 38^ S. kt. It blew very hard^' beginning 
November, the lOth^ at six in the evenings with 
thundw and lightning, and continued the whole 
night, and the neKt day, bfowing tremendoudy, 
during' winch tivfte the stern cabins were* in 
utter daricn^ss. Alarmed bA I was, I * felt^ the 
comfort 'Off a ^tpuly^ pious^tninded^ busband i *and 
eertaiiily >I nemr ibeforei^nterediso fUl^ Mo tike 
beauty of the 107th Psalm, or so warmly expe- 
rienced the truth of that suUime passage, which 
de(^i%)s>^«tfcsf^i>i> ^nfy' He that can nmkethe 
storm ioisemsefjSQiithat^ the^wmes^^ thereof ixre 
still. 1 ikixkjoaimWi 'igive'me some <^edit for 
gdhag up on the poop toi see the beauty of the 
sea when it was ^ so violently agitated ; though 
I was, indeed, most thaakftd when the sea went 
down, and we .were again restored to light and 
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quiet. Several accidents happened daring tiie 
sUam I the steward had one of his legs broken 
by a spar; the first mate received a. violent cat 
on his eye by a fall on deck ; three men were 
hart at the wheels and the poor cooks sadly 
scalded; but we were thankful that no lives 
were lost, and the gale^ though severe^ did not 
last very long. At its commenceraeiit a ball of 
fire was seen for a long time on the yards of the 
mast-head, and the sea was beautifully illumi- 
nated to a considerable distance^ apparently by 
an electric fluid. However^ we have since had 
fine weather^ and are all in high spirits again^ 
and still hope to eat oar Christinas dinner in 
Oalcvtta. We talk of noOiing bat the delight 
of finding oursrives^ oa shore, and havii^ space 
to walk half a mile without tunui^ roond five 
hundred times. 

^Ssiiday^ Nov« 18»-^Thereis^ something pecu- 
liar in the enjoy ment of a finecalm S unday on board. 
The day is very well k^t in this ship^ and the cap- 
tain, is fond of IweteUing a fine day for Sunday. 
We have only miMed' having service on deck 
two Sundays daring the whole voyage. The 
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sldp's cnew are called over about ten o'clock in 
the morning; and, as the aeamen are principailj 
Lascars^ dl taste&dly dressed in their best^ the 
muster has a strikingly picturesque etkd. The 
Bishop always performs part of the service^ and 
Mr. Knapp the rest ; and it is most gratifying 
to see the ioereaAed attention paid by the wholo 
of the congregation since the .first iSunday. 
Many of the IVurtuguese blacks^ who are Ro- 
man Catholics^ attend regularly, and seem to be 
devoutly engaged. It must be owned that the 
Church £lervice is particularly impressive on 
the quarter-Kledc: of a :3hip; tike sight of so 
many in their decent Sunday dresses, assembled 
tor wordiip under the canopy of heaven^ all 
implorpig the piotecskioR of the same great God^ 
and perlmps eadb feeling :tfaa(t his protection is, 
if possible^ more necessary when we are sur^ 
rounded by that fathomless ocean^ and those 
mighty waves whfeh. are only under kis control. 
Thisre lis something pleaahig^ also^ in the re^ 
flection thai; we aroti^mployed in the same manner, 
and^ though aiso great a distance^ still offering the 
mam pray^s with those> dear iriends wfaotn we 
have left in JBagldnd. If we, 00 the ocean, are 
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praying for blessings on thenij they are^ in tlie 
nme manner^ praying tbat equal blessings and 
prcrttttion may be diowered on tm. 

^ Wednesday. This erexning Ae smirset has 
been extremely beautiful, and reminded me <^ 
Danby's picture of the sun-set^ wbich I was 
struck with at Sir Thomas Lawrenoe^s. The 
colours were most extraordinary, such as must 
seem qinte unnsEtaral to those who luive not 
seen the effect of a snn-^set between the tropics: 
a bright green among the golden streaks^ small 
fmrpk floating clouds, a red horraon, and 
brigbt blue diy. 

^^ Some of the officenEr ^oiiig .a4nad to^ 
day to baUie, brought me a sheU-rfish of tiie 
Schintts tribe; &e seamen jcall it, a Fbntngaese 
man^of^war; it floate on the water ; the lover 
part is soft, and of a beautifnt blme colour; -die 
upper part stands upright^ in shiq>e something 
like a turbao, and is transparent like glass. 

"' We have seen the boftt0wain» a snovr- white 
bird^ wi<ii a single fealher of greats length, in 
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the tail. We have also seen immense num-> 
bers of litde flying* fish^ which appear in shoals^ 
rise with the .waves^ and sometimes fly a consi- 
derable distance before their fins are dry, when 
they immediately drop into the water. It is a 
striking sight to watch the larger fish chasing 
them, and darting out of the water in order to 
catch thenu 

^^ Thursday. — ^Three sharks were caught in 
the course of this morning, immediately under 
our cabin. We could watch the little pilot-fish 
(two of which attended each shark) first disco- 
ver the bait, and then gradually bring the shark 
towards it until he was hooked. The poor little 
things continued to swim under him, one might 
fancy, in real distress, that they ha4 been Ae 
cause of his agony, as he writibed on the hook 
and dashed the sea with his tail ; nor did they 
leave him till he wm towed forward,, and 
hauled up. 

^^ Nov. 27. — Our wedding-day. It makes 
me think a great deal of our dear Oeprgy and 
Acland, and all whom we love at Sheen ! May 
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God bless them^ and you^ my dear papa and 
mamma^ is the constant prayer of 

^^ Your affectionate daughter, 

^^ Marianne J. Jambs." 

*^P-S. December I.— The S.E. trade-wind 
sprung up at three o'clock to-day ; this has given 
us all great spirits, and we look with much plea- 
sure to being soon comfortably settled at Cal- 
cutta/' 



FROM THE BISHOP TO ROBERT W. HAY, ESQ., CO- 
LONIAL OFFICE, DOWNING STREET. 

" S. Lai. 5o. 30'. E. Long, 87«. 
'' December 10, 1837. 

"My dear Hay; 
f^ A terribly hot day ! sultry, sullen rdins ; 
the hatchways battened down ; and the whole 
ship's crew panting for breath. In this plight I 
sit-down to write to you, so you must not expect 
a very }^asant letter. Yet I so much wished 
to write to you from the Gape, and so verily 
regreN; that 1 could not, that I must, in spite 
of my very colliquative condition, endeavour to 
do something ; for we are now approaching the 
route of the homeward-bound ships, and hope to 
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have an opportunity of speaking some one^ and 
sending letters home. We a|L ^oyed. our 
eleven days at the Cape extremely; and the 
more^ from the very kind attentions of the lieu- 
tenant-governor and his family^ to whom you 
were so good as to furnish me with a letter. 



^^ I shall, I am sure^ alway-s feel gr^at interest 
in every thing that concerns the welfare of that 
place ; and am^ indeed^ glad to think that a ^better 
system for the natives is likely to be adapted 
under certain regulations. It is really very 
hard that those wretched native tribes, beyond 
the frontier^ should be living in a state of actual 
starvation^ feeding on chance swarms of 4oeu0ts^ 
or girding their bodies with string to assuage 
the gnawing of hunger, while the agricultural 
residents^ within the frontier^ are suffering from 
want of a sufficient number of labourers ; the 
two parties being prevented from afibrding each 
other mutual accommodation^ oui acoo^nt oC.- the 
mistaken fears which are entertained on the 
subject of the slave trade; . a question with 
whicb^ under tolerable r^ulations^ it >oan never 
have any concern. But I api chiefly interested^ 
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because their being so employed seems the only 
chance these poor savages have of being intro- 
duced to the blessings of civilization^ and ulti* 
mately of Christianity. * * ♦ ♦ 

^^ The' people were highly delighted with 
Lord Goderich's kindness with regard to the 
building of the church ; the public meeting 
held on Jhe occasion^ being a novelty, was ex- 
tremely well attended, and I have to thank his 
lordship for placing me in so agreeable a situ- 
ation. They seemed much gratified by the 
arrangement made for an episcopal visit, and in 
consequence I received a handsome letter of 
timttks at my departure, and was accompanied 
by » the chief inhabitants in a body to the beach, 
0iii4he morning of my re-embarkation. I am 
sorry to say that the colony is in a most unhappy 
con(tition just now, from the depressed state of 
' their circulating medium ; and it seems to have 
introduced a ruinous timidity into all their mer- 
cantile speculations. * * * * 



. ^^ Dec. 18. — A day of melting heat ; perspira- 
tio« may be a very good word in an European 
clipiate, but you can have no conception how very 



1 



48 AT SEA. 

inadequate an expression it is in N. lat 2^, We 
hare now been these three days becalmed^ with, 
a hot .glaring sun just over the main-royak; 
but^ after all^ it is some pleasure to see the sua 
under any circumstances; and when I think 
that you are at this hour shivering at the sight 
of the yet unmelted snow^ that whitens tiie 
tops of the houses in Gurzon Street^ and bid- 
ding your servant see whether there is a north- 
east wind abroad, I am verily tempted to think 
that we have the best of it here. By the bye, 
this same north-easter, here yclept north mon« 
soon^ is in these latitudes most agreeable 
and refreshing ; we are eagerly on the look- 
out for it every day, as the wind that is to 
carry us on our way to Calcutta ; and the cap^ 
taints daily toast, is, ^ A speedy monsoon, and 
soon/ 

*^ Dec. 22. — Light wind from the north. We 
have been beating up the bay for the last twenty- 
four hours, and find that we have lost seven 
miles^ owing to a strong current to the south. 
We have nearly eaten up all our rice— -a woeful 
error ! — and are threatened with short allowance 
of water. I begin now to think you have the 
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best of it in May Fair, niaugr6 snow and frost- 
Let us once make Acheeairbead however, and 
I trust all will be well. I havei laboured pretty 
constantly at my Hindostanee, and begin to see 
tuy way a little : but that said Arabic or Persian 
character, composed of variable fish-hooks and 
harpoons, is really as difficult as it is unseiemly : 
I am glad I have mastered it: and a new 
alphabet at forty-one (I speak of mine age) is, 
1 assure you, no triflii^ occupation. 

*^ Jan. 15, 1828. — We have just got our pilot 
on board, and are now in Saugor Roads, run- 
ning up the channel, between the sands at the 
mouth of the Hooghley. Some people are cu- 
rious in coincidences, and it is singular enough 
that we went on board the Mary -Anne at 
Portsmouth, July 14 ; we landed at the Cape 
Oct. 14; and reached the Saugor Roads, Jan. 14. 
It is now just a month since we re-crossed the 
line, smd the prospect of getting to the end of 
our voyage is very refireshing. 

^* Four Chinese men have been executed, we 
hear, for murder at Calcutta, a measure the 
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goTeranent iiad not ventwediUpi^B'aneQi^W^ 
Oeourrence^reeyidaift^ga. i^ i. . j/i^^ 

^' Onr pildt tpiefcecl up fast w^btiniiMti i^fifli 
ahuwked andtiiiFty Hindoos^ tioen^^ii/ii^mim^isit^ 
children^ who had been driven oat to sOfi* m 
crossing the river^ on their pi^rimage to the 
hill of sacrifice in Saugor Ishtnd; they had 
been <Hst foar days without any food^ and wei^ 
nearly exhausted : they only asked for water ; 
but on the pilot giving them our forbidden 
viandsy they fell to and eat in a very ^betfil 
manner. By their answers, it would seem that 
they were not a little suUsy that snch a di9aster^ 
as their being thus driven out to sea, should 
have happened while they were engaged cm waA 
an errand. But perhaps jiou^do not /osta*e much 
about diem I'-^i 3mve done^ ^ , • i? - 

^^i^etme, mydenr Ha$t^ bQg.,<Mto)<fa|foiqrJof 
you^ befare I dose my hUer ; nsi»ely^>tbirti99me 
day, when you ride down to^«#bmoil, yimi WiU 
be so kind as to call at Mr« Reeve8^s>!atLEa8t 
Srfaeen^ and see > fny two pnetty dittle batms^i: Jt 
ts imposi^ofe to-^xpnesB to you tow/oMMlh'OBe^s 
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lAlMigiite dwidi «n iketiu What wimld we not 

giTe fer isuch a sight; Mid how easy johkI om* 

£)ftable could I feel^ if I jcouid hat Mot out fhxn 

4rf romeiabrafiee the ibiw last hows of our 

4ait -itnoraidg theie! With our uaited re^ 

'gardiP, '.>• • 

■lit <> ' ' ' ^' 'BcAieve lae. 

^i>' / ^ ^^ Y4)ars aieotioMitely^ 

•J* •' ' ' -^ J. T. GjUJcnTA." 

TO THE RET. CHARIES ANKESLBY, ALL SOULS 

' coLijBorfi^ oKvoai)^ 

*' December 24, 1827. 

-^M.^. tf My idear^ABiiesley; 

^ It is a ine evenin^^ the thfiriKHueter rangng 
at 89^^ the «ea perfectly glassy and smooth^ the 
'!iky lighted with ihab peculiar deUoacy and 
4it9|^bt&%6^ ^ which bdsmg to dioj^ical regious 
'ialr>M;/ Ivat]»l]f9Ag 4)o4he hksker of tiia cabiri, 
wmetiiiies pedming a line^ as this to you^ and 
fcomethnes looking into the abyss that shows 
itself bebw the^'Ship'is keel^ as I put my bead 
4Mit fnf the cabin window. Marianne is ej^rting 

£ 2 
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herself also to bold bar pea iuf hw }wqA^ (pp 
small matter in .this.cUin^te^) and. yow IHM^ 
godson is sprawliog ^n the flooTr fQyjBrJI^u^ 
T¥e bave^ at this instant^ La^carji Hf^AUnff, u^qp 
ropes, and officers chiding and.refati^ls^i]:^ Wm)^!^ 
usual marine phraseology. Itisqenis ^|jl;i|^y^(^p|- 
pect a breeze ; and as W0<baye^<beeil ^steaabntad 
for the* last week^ I cannot exprcbs i jto ^Toorbidf 
the joy this word conveys. I must sdy^. fbow- 
ever^ that it is something to find oneself here, 
within a few miles of the ooast of Sumatra, an 
island, or rather small continent^ hitheria husmii^ 
to myself at leasts c»oJy as lying dn the? estiretEiie 
corner of a map seldom explored. . JuetioaiOdr 
beam is Pulo-Nyaz, an islami' of wnetebedi sa- 
vages, who subsist by annually expotting vfivie 
or six hundred of their young females to Suma* 
tra^ whom tiiey rear for sale ^ust ^&s regularly, 
and sell juMias uncooQeraiedly>att w ^f b^nldraitWp 
of 'Wheat? I Just bekm, on obr quak'ter^r is.Bii^ai¥> 
islabdr^ full of pirati0al aanfages^i^ who "owtaMrpm* 
baps have a bout with usif we layya tittte ifiMirtf'. 
What a pretty part of the wodd weratecMMa 
to ! hdsd I must put bf my letter foritOfdlay. 



'j» /'■. 



^^ Christmas-day. — 1 trust I have forgotten 
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Ho iH^tid at Oxford, or in Etigland, on this day. 

We fcad service, and I administered the sacra- 

'tta^t'dil the deck; and I am happy to say that 

&'^rygt(ini ittiprovement is obsei*vable in the 

Wh61b ef 'dtfr fcongregation from the first up to 

this ^time : we hglve, indeed, been so fortunate, 
tiwtonly two Sfiodays haive occurred, when the 

Mniio9s>dii-deok were prevented by stress of 

weHthen- 



• J t.j 
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^' 4>«Gv 96. — Same hot, dry weather ; not a 
bre«tb cf air : we luckily find there is a current 
iHbndbcarntesrus.oniit about one knot an hour. 
'Uisi very tinpkasant when the sun makes, in this 
maf, fll&^oiie lAay seuf, a shot at us sitting; ma 
pMienzn ! . 

y -^^'Deo. -37.— A plenttful shower of rain. 
jWhat lujcary] one may Me it^ smell. it> touch 
Hi iiiste'its tiU faandd -are leitifdo^ted on deck in 
Itt^tuklmig up ^fae precious liquid. A light 
hr^fCM hj^ ooiue^on ^iHh it; thei^un is clouded 
WW, mid "wehaye mo cb^^erration at noon to- 
day ;:liMitiIi<trn0tfibHmorMw:we' may find our- 
selves off* Acheen-head; — and then for Cal- 
cutta* But I mui^ go and look at the rain again. 



1 
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Dec. 38.— Aft«r al= ovat idriigbt> wfer were 
again becalmed yeal^eniiglity 8t3l m^ MgM of ^ 
gcrfden mocmlain of Siiiuatm. T)ii# i» fio# th^ 
fdarteeiitb day <rf'cetitiiiMd dii3«pp«itettaiefllt^ ttd^ 
if the eXpredsioii ia not quite o0titradidtoi7>HDf 
calm. Your merfy little godwn (wk) Ir 
Ffeddjr, freddy, trith 6tery (m&^M'*hcmi; 
white or blacky captliia 6t €alMii4Kdy>* lilnlar 
^eat resource, but he brings moijt ^>diiilftilf 
to mfnrd those we have left at home. -'' 

* • m * ♦ /. .-# r .. 



• • 



"" Jaix. 1&, I828.--We Imt^ jurt toketi iftbe 
pilct on boards aad are rannk^) op tterolkiiiMi 
to the Saagor-roads with a Jigfat'wiiiid;^^ iYdii 
may imagine the excitemi^*«cre&te4 adsiUgvd 
oQ board by this event^-^he long-tvisbed-ftlr 
pihsty—ikie loBg-talked-o£ iriladk. flik tb i^eotn: foar 
darfs we hope to veaoh Caloattft. iftiiarifihtednig 
to wartck the sea gce^vm^iffctm ^9i^^ 
fed that all the shwe <M^Mitt>'iiacbiwlbjBettd» 
butter^ and fresh vegetables^ will sooii>be»wiitiiiii 
our reach; and to tbink^ that we shall be in 
gaiety that is;, tderable ^i<^ fdr some dio&ths. 



# 
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.)V J ctonoif kttoiw whattar ym he^ of. us at 
thet dapiev CSape town is iJie moat pjcturesque 
spot^}. 0v«r mvt ; tba rl)lMk sb|Y6 &o««»> the carts 
dlMMfii;ib9t.6)^ bullocks, the 

<M#i4)ir..tli^ imrket^pec^le^ and their thatch- 
Mke <8tvaw .hat6> are^ indeed^ strikiog; but no- 
tlmg.^aQi9xem^ thi^ brillimicy qf ^be flat-topped 
while honMa (Hg^u^t the blue Table Mountain^ 
ami fth^ flattheaded pines avenuing the streets, 
with the Q»ountain^streanis running between 
their rows. I never before knew what it was 
to be in such a place^ and not dare to sit down 
add draw> though^ indeed, I had not time^ if I 
Iwd'dkred to do ^o; my only relaxation was 
ll^i^allylai few hotirs drive to Gonstantia^ on a 
Afltyihata public meeting was postponed. By 
tbi^jfayte^ I leftadesign for an English church, 
aB(Iiord<Gocbrich desired* It is very simple^ 
mnA a* myipUm is executed^ will afford sittings 
fyr « ithoosasid persons ; and I have pleased myr 
Mf^9i leasts with its ptoportions. I hope it will 
be^eirecMd. ' 

• .-■•.'• 

^5 Bemembw me to the Warden^ and to Ash- 
hurst, Legge^ and Berens^ and all my other 
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friends at .AU So«l9rai|d at OfarisfeiOhiirdlf^ aod 

believe in^^ «".- Mr«^ 

^^My dt&t AimsblGyy • . . '^ - • » 
^^ Ever affeotimiately jrtMifesy (i > 

^* J. T. OihuauwttAW 

TO MRS, JAMBS,* WOROBStBR. >'» ^' ^' ' 

^^ My^ielff Mother ; . .., Im.: -.r-il.t 

* # # # ^ ,» ,. ,, 

" We are delighted to find onrselv/esM ia^t 
in the mouth of the Hooghley Riverj, ji^fte; .fp 
long and tedious a voyage as it has bee^ ; hujl^ 
I thank Heaven, it has been very qi^iet,. ^and^t fyF 
that sort of thing, pleasant qciough^ QmvjdiQr 
tain, Boucart, is a wana-hefu:ted, apiis|ld9,>i^ft(|i, 
and an admirable seaman, aqd our sh)p injg^q^ 
order; not one death or serious accideQjl;on;l^ar4; 
and yjrq ar,e glad to tl«nk th^ b^ ^vy.X^tJfM«m 
yov iv^flljbjp ^elJi«ire4.fr9pt aU yppr f^ Bi)m4imf 

^^ It i^ a fine bcilU^Dt ^vei^ing, ithp $VK^t >f|$ 
quiet and cloudless a^ you scje gewepr^Hy rf|)i5e- 

* This letter did not reach England till Jupe, The belpved 
Parent to whom it ivas addressed, had closed her pious and 
useful life, oh the 10th of April. 
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^enteditiflEiApieture br * print ' jiroin this country. 
Our cable and anchor have this instant been 
loosed, and rnnr AifWA \9ilAt a thundering noise 
that -9hBdbe9^the< whole ship; ^and here we remain 
till/thetidde Itetis ill a^n^ and carries as on our 
way up the river. We have been beset the 
whole day. with boats full of natives, brown 
nwPt W^^ jexeSpt^ a white linen cloth about 
their middle ; and their skins w^H miled^ in order 
to resilst the heat : the black and white contrast^ 
aAd the sti^nge form of their boats^ their pad- 
<Beji, and theif odd gestures, give them a very 
\Wld -appearance. They are the * dandies/ or 
WAtii^tnen of the river, and come, some to oifer 
tO'tto#'the ship, others to sell fruit, others to get 
€to^oye<l'oto aiiy errand that may be wanted on 
Sbttre.' • A fittf e way from us on the right, or, as 
#e '1^^ oh the starboard quarter, is Saugor 
iShtm}, trbt^re a gi^eUt fair is being held by the 
ntttiVe*J»^ni«Hy^thOu:siaB(a» af^fe 1iher6 assembled, 
and we can plainly make out with our glasses, 
the ''b<Mits> add flags, and tents, and all the usual 
pat'aphef nidi^ of ai^semblies of this naiure. It 
is, I understand, a sort of religious festival, the 
main object being" with each individual to stay 
a certain number of hours, either in the sea, or 
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f 

<l6i)Claj|, j(«}l WL Tritb a boat coii|^wqg,a,bp|<ik^ 
aq4 tbirfajrof tbese poor deMed,cm9^^re%ni^4l<^ 
\fi^ been iijIrivftB out tO;«ea ia aKq(wi^,4bo> rvw^i 
to biQ present at the featival; , theyi bad. been 
foKWiday^ wi^bovt food, and mu^t biEwe pept^ei) 
but £>i bis timely assistance. 
, . ♦. • * • f 
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On Friday^ Jan. 17, tbey had arrived off 
Kedg^cee^ m^ were pdiogM^tf qiaic^i;^ ..^^^ng 
far the floii^ng of the ^^^ wb€(« ithe lonn^ 
wi^sihed-^ s^am-yewel wa9 aeeQ v^akiiii|g).b«ft 
way itewwdi* the ships |lr. Cprne^ arah^tMnmii 
eiT, Gfl)o9tt99 Dr. MiUi {HritK^ips^ rof tBuibap^ 
GoU(^^ Jffr.' Salei^ aeBtp? ehftplain^ and Mif. 
Abbot, r^strai^ and ieoretary :to the Bi«hop, 
(novr the only sttrvivcdr of tboM wbo wjent owl 
ivith Biabop Middletan^) were mn boacd to psy 
their i?6$pe€ts( i^ their new dioGesao^ aa were 
also Mr* WtUiaw Craeroft^ Mr« Augustus Priii- 
sep, and aonie other private firiends. As it 
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liffaij^'IMe ^in 'the evenhig ifhen tbe geoflemeb 
r^liefil^ tbe Mary-Anne/atad ibe sfrong tide did 
rkH ikiibi^iite iSiip ib loake itittdlr way beRyn 
dAAi, i< *i*tti fbiiiid* necdssaiy ft> anchor <br the 
ii%lttr%^* 'tte' "^^le pwtf were obliged to put 
iit^>^^ICfr*i8fa<»h'aoemJbmodgdw atr Aey coald find 
iSI^^Che tilok'iiidg; trheii, soon after day-lhreak, 
fliey ' aiecompanied ihe Bishop and bis fBmihf- 
oh'bbgll^' the steam-vessel, amidst the waving^ 
of^hfets", and the hearty cheers of the whole 
ship's crew ; and they proceeded up the Hoogh- 
ley, the guns of the Mary- Anne saluting them 

on ^ir way. 

ii' • I ' . . 

'!A^ {bey passed 'tiie beantifal point of Garden- 
rWbli^ d^ fimt arrived in sight of Oalcutfea^ the 
i^l^udld t^Uaft on each bank, with their lawns 
i^pin^ down to the waters edge; ^le beftthtifQl 
eoibic^ Atr«ctdre of Bisfaop^s Colle^^ withHte 
r\M Ibltage oFitiie Botanic Garden^ Backed "by' 
eKteWsiVe Woods ^ teak^ on one side of the 
jitf^r^^^wvtb the bold outline of the iVxrt^ and the 
leftf tdidarati^ Md magnificent buildings of > the 
Gity^'oathe other^ formed a coup d'cxdl that was 
exceedingly sticking ; and the dfect was not a 
little heightened by the novelty of the objects 
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thdt appeared ott 'apprtiaching the *hoft-^the 
nativtfs in Aeir MthHe dresrses/— the! basflefdf ifife 
watermen, cooliids, pal^tiqtiiif-beea^fis^ 8tc. ' '^ 



.JiK . i.'?!.; 



They landed under a saldte fiterif Ftt-f WHi- 
lian^, and the Bishop was immediately ebnt^tilEit^d' 
by (he aides-de-camp of the GoVei-nd^gft'tfiWA^ 
to the government-hoase, whete hef ^a!i* ddsrt: 
kindly welcomed by Lord Amherst; ■ ' - '* ^*^' 



I ) 
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The next day, being Sunday, the wh<Jte' pto*p 
went, with grateful liegirts, to the cathedi^Al^' 
where the Bishop was received by <he^ Aifch^ 
deacon abd clergy, and, in the prdsetfc^ '^f a* 
largfe congregation, was enthroned withf 411tf 
usual ceremonies in that seat, ffdm whicU bdtil 
of hil^ laoiiable ' and gifted predecessor!* had* 
been so suddenly ceS\^ ttwtty ; tond which '^^^ 
so shortly to be again left vacant by his own 
d&cfeiawe'!' • '* • " - '• " ■ 
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Btbfly 6n tiief 'fi>lk)^ing mbiiiing, he erbsi^ iik& 
riV^ri^^inrkHiS't6 nsfake hi»€ri<t visit «^'03felf6pV 
GdHbge, ti%er^ %^tfeiMd/'a^^4te* httd'r^aStifi^tM 
expect, mutih ioMen^ag^ Msinpmediate'atid seii^ 
ous attention. 
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,iA succession of ba;sqp))Uib]^ f^tert^iunents 
gmetf^d.itbe anrival of tlie f^m. B^qp in this 
city of .p^{ip^, as Ciajpii^a tos. been oftaa 
called; and the striking effect of an eastern 
djfffv^rtoq ^trang^s newly arriyad, is thii3 de* 
i^]^d,.l)y,Mr«i James?— ^Wq sat da5^» t^ 

4jiiWffi;..M.n%. «o««™»e|it-^ ^ parity of 

9f!^^tyi^9r QigHy> 10 a superb batt .with (^(fnarr 
ble floor^ andrinaxbW piUans on .eachsidejiapd 
the brilliant lights^ the turbaned servants with 

t)i(sw. ; iQttflT beards and their- various AmUc 
df^^^f^^ji the military iwsic^ the chowries (faa^ 
tb^Tr^ns) waving gracefully over the heads of 
tbei gop^ts to keep off the insects^ — ^all conspved 
tpgiv^ithe scfiue an air of enchantment that was 
affHQst: ov^rpPW^rii^g, especially after our long 
bf^t of tb^ (fmddy-itM^. It seemed quite an 
*feir , of. the Arabian l^ights*''--- — , 

It was a pleasing circumstance to the tQ^^b^pi 
that his Oxford friend^ Sir Charles Grey^ 

was(Qbi^(Jruatici9.ia^0«l€utta;' $|n4 atbiSfhpuse 
bc^.^fir^timet Dr^ jWaUwhj^ jiiwi 4WW^ pftb^ 
Bpt^uw Gafdwi, *id,.otJwr,s*ie»tific,a»d Utenwy 
men^ tip. whoae society be found .much gratis 



fibattta. Bot AeiMisiiieatfdr the 4bMdm^* ^ a\ 
times too noch for Ike dkatge of one BnriMfly 
had accumulaited in enormous arrears daring tiie 
vai»ncy of the see; maay important taa^ 4ad 
been awatting iiis aniTal^ aind be'l^nd^llMtt'tb 
embrace matters of no ot<dini)iy' delieiaby ik^ 
anxiety. Toiliese, tiierefore^ be immediate^ M- 
tected his whole ei^e and unremittiiigiilteiitifd^; 
leaving the arrangement o(f his ' liottMhottl^' mIM 
all conoem ab^mt rhis domestic afl^rs; id* 'lll^. 
James^ who met with the kindest assisfeincb ^^tim 
several pit vate friends m ^i^^riog th^nie msitkifn. 

The receiirmg necessary visifei of eei«moiiy^ 
and 49ttendiiig occairionally te Uiile& the ^ti^St^M 
pnfbiic imeetings^ were Us otaly reltaE^Ciid^'fi^ 
4lie closest attendance to cKt>oe8an' biishy^iM^ ^fiir 
several weeks^ except a visit of a few ^3^ 'td4he 
G^vetn^r-general tod l^'Cdanteiss iA.inh<iM^ at 
lieir d^lfghtfid 'park nt fiarraelkpeer. Thb 
pfti^y wei^'Diuch pleaded with the i^eeMy cif 
<thdt"ainiaMe host lind hestete^* and'becaibe ItaS- 
ttfittsdb^ne in In^tt Giistom)s/^eping^iti-b«n^ 
ghlmm ap^ ' '{torn ' rfte - hs«se> > ^srad* riding 4m 
elephatits to 'see ihe^beaittiiss df ^i^'Mesfery^ 
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i^^iksitWxi^ ! 4l4 (i^^oing i^ the catbddral on the 
!fftPo^]}g[S|imd^3ru they met one ef thoa^ liriog 
jp|p9|ifl9^|Ul:^,.oC 4he di^adii^ supwstitioii^ of 
]j9i^ €qU^ fak0ersy or religious ine&<]ioa]it«. 
il^i7a^^PM^4» tiiqt it had been this nan's ¥oir 
tQ ji]fol$| Iw. . arjn always perpeodicalarly erected 
f$;9f(irhf£l hoAji is if pokitii^ to heaven; and. for 
^». mSf^ y^effra had the |K>or devotee perseve^ied 
in holding it in that torturing position^ that the 
)^p»b* rhfidt becoiiK^ ^ slo-iveUed. and p^rlectly . im- 
VIMS^^ Th^^Wi &keffs we. highly esteemed 
<ti^^glllMWJt/ bdia .for t^^ aanotity: it is mm^ 
^QcwiMif4 fffl aot^f.r^igiiw to .support them; 
fliyi,)t ip. lii^ privilege to take what they plismie 
W.ME5f,!fiW»P where th/istf ew^ec, withoirt.. paying 
fdV'it. iHe Md> this : day> ;plaQed ihiimelf near 
i^e, afigient bazaar' wfajdb uniti^ Chowringb^e 
^^\k, C^^tta; and fixsm the ^ad «^ctacl9 .of 
JM^idfivptee the JUahop and his fiunily paasad 
lOn, wilih feelings of ccunpassion not unmixed 
^th pain^ to 4he pim&.and. hofy wiuBhip 4f the 
English church, where the Bishop preached on 
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that morning with much enetgy, hot on leaving 
the cathedral was quite oyercome witb the fa* 
tigue of thp exertion. The ¥o»f(^e«6p of tftie 
close and anxious attenticm he. bful j^d. h> 
business since hia arrival^ was, that tbue climate 
began thus early U> show its eflfeots upcmbis 
health. He was now unwell for sev^ial d»y84 und 
at the end of the month had a seooad attadc of 
the disorder so fatally prevalent in Ba»gal«. 
Mrs. James writes from the palace^ Afarob.4:'^ 
^^ The Bishop has twice been unweU. I thnak 
Gk>d^ however, each attack wa& taken mdy ; 
Dr. Nicholson has given him large quantities 
of calomel, and^ though certainly weakewed by 
it, he is now so much recovered, that, he pre- 
sided at a meeting of the Society for tb^. Pro* 
pagation of the Gospel, which had been fixed 
for this morning, and has been out in the car* 
riage this evening; he has, indeed^ had toa 
great a press of basiness, wkich began wm«^ 
diately on his arrival, and had rather thick^ied 
on him than diminished till the beginning of hm 
illness. His table has been literally ddi^fsd 
with papers, and it has been no slight incpfi- 
venience that with numerous cases of import- 
ance before him, he could make no reference to 
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his books and lauthorities" for ' several weeks, as 
tfafe^ could. not be unpacked and arranged, the 
pidkkce not being ready for our reception for 
mord^tkfein ft month dfter w6 arrived." Th6 
Bishop adds, at flbe end of the letter, ^ I am so 
estremely busy, that I am obliged to give up 
aU<{»*ivai(^ letters for the present. Marianne has, 
th«r«ifore> written forme; indeed, she has t&ken 
the entft-e ' chaitge of all our domestic affairs. 
I do %6t yet know the faces of our forty-three 
si^nmntji, or any thing relating to our private 
maiHMs, exeept paying for them.''- 

On Saturday, March 8, the Bishop was suf- 
ficiently recovered to be able to attend Lord 
Amherst from the Government-house to the 
Ghaut, at which place he took his leave ; and 
the Earl, after taking leave of the Hon. W. B. 
Bayley, and Sir Charles Metcalfe, Bart., mem- 
bers of the council. Chief Justice Sir Charles 
Grey, Sit Edward Ryan, and the other chief 
officers of the government, went down the river 
in tte state barge to embark on board His Ma- 
jesty's yacht the Herald, on his return to England. 
The yards of all the vessels were manned, 
and the river was covered with boats. Car- 
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riages of every description lined the esplanade, 
and an immense crowd of peopl^e, in all the 
variety of Indian costume^ all eager to testify 
their respect for the exalted character of the de- 
parting Governor-general. 

The Bishop's palace is situated at Chpw- 
ringbee^ the best built and most airy part of the 
suburb on the southern side of Calcutta^ one 
mile and a half from the cathedral. It is a 
large Grecian building, with a deep colonnade 
to each story, and the entrance is by a spacious 
portico under which carriages drive. The rooms 
are of noble size and proportions ; the largest^ the 
dining-room, being a double cube^ and near eighty 
feet long. It wasnow comfortably andhandi^omely 
furnished, and the Bishop commenced hi$ din- 
ners to the clergy and others, by whose ^eiicy 
he had begun to hope he might gradqally ac- 
complish many pla^s he had already formed for 
doing good in Calcutta and its Qeighbourhood. 

The first object which had engaged his. atten- 
tion was the advantage which would arise, if each 
of the Company's chaplains, instead of being left to 
find his own range, should have some particular 
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district assi^ed to him, within which it should 
be his duty to visit the European sick, and to 
perform all that are usually called parochial 
duties among those who belong to the Estab- 
lished Church : for this purpose he divided the 
city of Calcutta into three ecclesiastical dis- 
tricts, the new church in Fort William making 
a fourth. The advantages of these divisions 
were obvious to all, and the directions for car- 
rying into effect this plan of the Bishop^s, hav- 
ing received the sanction of the Governor- 
general in council, were published, with a plan 
of the districts annexed, in a Gazette extraor- 
dinary, on April 3, 1828. 

In order to meet the objections which it was 
natural some of the clergy should feel to this 
new arrangement of their duties, he thought no 
time was to be lost in pursuing an object 
which Bishop Middleton had much desired ; and 
after great perseverance and laborious corres- 
pondence, he succeeded in procuring from the 
government, that the issuing of marriage licences 
should be placed in the hands of the clergy: 
and he immediately appointed the chaplains of 
the cathedral to be surrogates for that purpose, 

F 2 
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as a compeQaation to • tbem ^ the los^ t they 
might sustain irom tbe adoption of psu^9c1ii?il 
divisions. He^as tnost anxious also. to ef^fyrpo 
the peifotrmaBte of evening as iii^U :<9^ .mpp^pg 
service every Sunday throoglKWt ibf^ ^m^>, i^ 
all the three PresidencieSt wherciver, tb|^ cir^um- 
staiK^es of the population made it pjrac^ics^bl^; 
thinking it better even tp shorten (the inaprning 
service during the hot season, (which \n spm^ 
cases he found it necessary to alio vr,).. than to 
make the length of it an excuse fqr entirety 
omitting that appohited for the evening« ^ , 

With regard to those who were pJaced .^s 
missionaries in the parts of the diooese remote 
from the three seats of govern tn0nt> his. well 
knew, — for it was one of his &vourite maxims a3 
a parish priest a^ Flitton^ — ^fapw mfich mqv^ rea- 
dily a man listens to spiritual instruction W:hea 
it falls from one whom be believes to be hjs 
superior in information in tiemporal matters 
also; and with the hope of giving the mis- 
sionaries an advantage of this isort^ it. was bis 
intention to supply them aU, by degrees, with 
such books of practical information on modem 
inventions and discoveries in the useful arts> as 
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itight enable thetn to tistablidi a saperiority of 
thii^ khid over the batires among whom their 
ministty tbight be east; and so io obtahi' sm in* 
fid^fice' among them^ that miglit gradually, as he 
hopftd, hf the bteissing of God, lead the way 
to ^ the moi-e suecei^sful opening of channels for 
the commanication of religious truth. And he 
had ordered a selection of the best books 
adapted to this purpose to be carefully made, 
and seint out from England. He felt, indeed, 
th6 delickcy and caution necessary to be ob* 
served in every step he might take m the mis- 
sionary cause. He considered that one indis- 
creet act might do inore harm than many dis- 
creet ones would do good. He regarded the 
Indo-Britons (as the ha^-castes are now be- 
ginninj^ to be'ealled) as the <^ass most to be 
lodked to fom supiply of persons likely to cul- 
tivate a sttcee^sftii'intepcoiirse with <^6 native 
population; a3 missionaries and caAesliii^s; and 
he therefbre to«ok particular interest in whatever 
concerned- their education, and used, as 6^tl 
^h he wai^ aUe/ to attend ibe e^aitiinatioas at their 
different sehoote in Calcutta. 

On the 10th of March, the Bishop had 
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mudb satis&ctiou in collating Mr. Robinson^ 
ibe chaplain and intimate friend of Bishop 
Heber^ whom he had just before appoinled to 
the vacaint archdeaconry of Madras. A man 
whose piety^ no leas than his talents^ and his 
attaimmcnts as an orientalist^ as wdl as a theolo- 
gian^ place his name in the ranks of those who 
are ornamefits to the Indian chwch. This was 
the only piece of preferment it feU to the lot of 
Bisfaiop Jaities to bestow, and he spoke mnch 
of the pleasure he had in sp bestowing it ; ex- 
pressing to the new archdeacon, hi6 setsse of 
the service he had rendo'ed to the cause 0£ 
religion by his translation of the Peutateucb into 
the Persian language. 



A few days afterwards^ the Armeniani Bishop 
Paul came to pay his respects. His appear- 
ance was very veneraUe^^ — an old man with a 
long grey beard, dressed iai a gown of Mack 
velvet, Uned with red, and a black i^k cowl 
over his head; he was attended by a single 
moak^ and an interpretei; he had come from 
Dacca, his usual residence, aboul three hundred 
miles from Calcutta, to visit those of his church 
who w^re resident in that city, where th^ ap- 



i 
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pear to be nuiner ous. He spoke of the great 
axdi(pkitf of hiH cburcb^ many of his nation 
hmmg ' facspome Ghmtianfi before Tiridates was 
cimyerted by Sti Gregory^ in the fearih century. 
Ebbmiatztn, be said^ was founded on the spot 
where that conversion took place^ and that its 
mmp, when interpreted, is ^ Unigeniti de- 
scensio.^ He spoke of the extension of Chris* 
tianity by the Church of England; and dwelt 
wiftfa particular delight on the circumstance of 
the Armenian chiH*ch^ after having suffered so 
long persecution from the Persians^ being again 
placed under a Christian power; Echmiatzin^ 
m the province of &ivan^ the itaetropolitan 
seat of their church establishment^ having just 
fallen under the government of Russia. His 
vidit was a most interesting one. 

r 

At aioL in the morning of the 27th^ the Bishop 
Vfimt to consecrate th& burial-ground in Fort 
William^ and afterwards the churchy a neat 
Gothic bnildtng^ dedicated to. St. Peter : it bad 
before been Ucensed^ and Mr. T. Procter had 
been officiating there to a numerous and regu-> 
lar congregation. It was the Bishc^s inten- 
tion^ in whatever part of his diocese he might 
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be^ to p^aaQfa, if poaeibla^ cm all the great festi- 
vals; aiid on the 6th of . April> bangEbster 
day^ he preached at the cathodralif^afad^^aflhni* 
nistered the sacrament to a large body of com- 
manioants* ' .•(./'- 

On the following day he ifaos tFritte:itd> fail; 
mother;— • . ' ■ 



^M have been obliged^ ere? sioce/I^orrired, 
to abstain from private letters^ except^ I think^ 
one little scrap to you ; but as this is^ tiiey say, 
the last ship that sails this season, I must write 
to you> and to my uncle at DarCford. . I have 
had much to do, and some matters <of k& im- 
portant> others of so delicate a nature, !and re- 
quiring so much caution, that I have had 'but 
little time to spare from such occupations, eren 
for the ordinary buttness : of the dieoMe. I 
bailee been twioe ill, but not very seriousty ; and 
the Uttle fever that aiicompanied my illness, is, 
they.say> agood symptom for my health' in* this 
terrible climate. We have had no rain; and the 
heat begins to be excessive, which adds to the 
tediousness of the way of doing business here. 
From one's not being able to stir out, what 
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weald be an ajffiKhr of a ten minutes' interview in 
fingleind^ is here a matter of lengthy correspond- 
enoe far 'hours; and even for days. 



• r ' '\» , 



'' We rise at five in the morning, ride our white 
horses till a little after sunrise, return and bathe, 
briBakfast at eight, then shut ourselves up 
during the heat of the day; unless any very 
urgent business obliges me to go out in the 
carriage,- which I have already been sufficieDtly 
Warned to avoid as much as possible. The sun, 
our greatest enemy, is totally excluded from 
the house : three long colonnades, one over the 
i)tb0r> protect the southern front ; these are fur- 
niahed with green btinds made of cane, besides 
wliith^ the windows have also Venetian blinds, 
and thus we exist without even a hint of sun- 
shine; such is here the necessary cadtion for 
the pf eservation of health. As soon as the 
sun sets, « the European world is dive again ; 
we then take an airing in the carriage, and re- 
tuiii' to dinner at seven o'clock, and by ten are 
going to bed. * * 

4 ' ' 

^^ I have^ opened a chapel in the palace, where 
the litany is to be read every morning, and the 
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wbcde service on Sandays, for ourselves 'and 
our immediate neighbours^ for w6 are a mile 
and a half from the cathedral^ and must save 
ourselves the hot drive during the intense heat. 
All my platis have hitherto gone on well^ and 
we are happy enough ; but^ at the ssmie time, it 
is nothing like what we Used to ei^oy^ and 
never can be. On this day last year I preadhed 
my farewell sermon at Flitton ; it has not b^en 
out of my head during any leisure moment that 
I have bad. God bless you all.'* • 



TO THOMAS CALDECOTT^ £SQ. DARTCORO^ 

Bishop's Palace, CakMa, 
April 7, 1828. 

*^ JMy dear Uncle ; 

* m ^ ^ * 

^ I think you would ^ be amused to h^ir me 
discussing some very secular matters^ which in 
this country necessarily come under the Bishop's 
eye, some of them involving q;uestions of legal 
difficulty ; and I assure you I have IbAnd great 
use in the principles of law which I gleaned in 
olden time at Dartford, and for which I cer- 
tainly never supposed such demand was likely 
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to be made upon me in tbe course of my life. 
However, all is for the best * ♦ 

^' I am. going to make the Archdeacons more 
efficient officers, and hope by degrees to esta- 
blish livery thiiig in an uniform and consistent 
manner. It is true» I have long journeys to 
mflke; bat|;his is regarded by everyone here as 
the greatest advantage attached to my office, both 
in point of health and pleasure. I shall, however, 
as socm as things are fairly arranged, report to 
government on the requisite addition to our 
ecclesiastical establishment, and then take with 
pleasure such coadjutors as they may think pro- 
per. * * * 

^ It is a curious sort of life that one leads here ; 
shut up for fear of the sun during the whole 
day ; and whenever cme stirs out, attended by 
men with sUver maces, {such is the necessary eti- 
quette,) and surrounded by almost papal honours. 
The Jiudg^es seem to live quietly and comfort- 
ably enough : they are not called, on, except the 
Chief Justice, to keep up the same state that I 
am, wh<;^ sun placed alone at the head of a de- 
partment, with a very large palace, and a suit- 
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able establishmaot^ yet Dotbing toa nracfa fim my 
situatipu. * * <l .:,.iif ., 

^I thiiilc we sbaH set out for tbe Upper -ProH 
vincea with tbe aoath winds at tiie enid t)f ; Jaiiey 
and return, perhaps, after :g(mg as £rr dfi Deilki> 
in the early part of next year. WendtalLfiro^ 
ceed at least as &r as Benares or Ckwnpdor /by 
waten In our land journey we are t6 haise>^ 
military escort, and if I am allowed to cl^ome 
the oflieer to command, it will be pleasant 
enough.^ 

On the 8th of April, Easter Tuesday^ the 
Bishop confirmed about four hundred young 
persons at the cathedral, amoctgwlioiti'^'^garVe 
him pleasure to see a few native conveiAs. * Me 
afterwards addressed to- them ' a plaitt; but forctt- 
ble expositioB of the baptistnal aavfeoant, and 
the daliies arising out of it; which he< eeuchided 

thus:: ^ • 1 1 <:' « 



« ■ • ■ ■ 



^ • \ 



^^ And now tet me hope &at thesemcex)! Ihte 
day may make a<iue impression j not only on you, 
who have:been confirmed^ but >on. aH who^are^cis^ 
sembledhere; that it may sdrvetosaggest to many 
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the (lAbril^an'diliifiaiid'Only seaport tinder afflic- 
tion, atnd teacb them to call tomind^ in every moment 
of trial and temptation^, the vows which all have 
made VBtqtkelkDtid their Ood; thathaviiigwitness- 
edy&ul^ratificatibii of them oa this day, they may 
Icdb'Wkh revefenoe <m this service^ whidk' in the 
sedf dtimmssr of worldly occupation might else 
faarve been^«ai^lessly passed over^ m* ^rha|>s' for- 
goftteii. May <the remembrance of it sink deep in 
ewifpy bresLit !— and by the blessing of God, may 
ifc'bd th^ subject of contemplatioD in your secret 
hours of retirement and prayer, when you 
commune with your own heartSy and in your 
^hamiers, uvd are ^iUl For myself, it is im- 
possible I should not fbel an especial interest in 
the sfnritiial w€i&re of those who are, as it 
were, ny first ofibrings at this altar, the first 
fruits of my ministry in this land: and I shall 
not cease to pray far your advancement, ia that 
livtely €ihristtan &ifth. which alone' ieadi^todhris- 
tian practice. Remember then that you have 
now yourselves ratified your vows before God ; 
thitil <if » 4hem-*-ob»erve them— Kjb^ itbeiii*--live 
in them ;i^-and. bis- grate* will oo&fipm yxm unto 
the end, that you may be ilameleM in the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, ^^ 
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The heat of this day was excessive^ and the 
Bishop suflered greatly from fatigue. But two 
days after he went oat again at five o^clock in 
the morning, accompanied by Archdeacon Gorrie 
and Mr. Knapp^ to confirm and visit the schools 
at Dum Dam^ a military station^ a i^ort dis- 
tance from Calcutta^ on the road to Lockipoor ; 
Mrs. James was also of the party^ and they 'all 
remained daring the heat with the Chaplain, 
Mr. Macpherson^ and his fiimily^ with whom they 
passed a very agreeable day, and returned to 
Calcutta in the evening. On the following 
Monday^ tibe 14tb^ they went to pass the week 
with Mr. Charles Prinsep, at bis pretty villa at 
Isheni, on the bank of the river, fbiir miles 
short of BarmckpocM*^ thiny ng that tbe Bishop 
would derive benefit from the fresh air of the 
river: bere^ however, he was again taken un- 
well, as was also Miss Ommanney, thongh her 
illness was clearly traced to her having staid out 
sketching till near seven o^clock in the morning. 
Fortunately for both, medical assistance was 
prompHy at hand from Barrackpoor; and they 
were soon able to return to Calcutta, where the 
Bishop remained some days under Dr. Nichol- 
son's care, and was too unwell to appear at the 
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Groymmment-hoase on the 33rd, 8k. George' » day^ 
wheiD Mr. Bayley, the acting €iOTemor<>geQeral^ 
gav^ a jsplendid entertainmnt, jbUowed by a 
b^U, in honoar of the King's btrth-day. 

. ThQ beat and the long drought were now felt as 
unumaUy oppi^ssive eren by tbose who had long 
bfji^n. ai^f^ustomed to the dimate ; and had been 
mwh, against the recovery of the Bishop's 
sk^qgth. There was no rain till the 27th of 
ApriL Mrs. James writes from the palace on 
that day, ^^How can I express the delicious 
feeliijig of the first heavy shower in India ! we 
have been here stnoe the middle of January^ 
and Inavenot seen rain till now. Last night we 
had a tiortb-west wind and a litde rain^ and to- 
da^f « a moat refreshing shower has fallen ; every 
living thing appears to breathe anew, and every 
little bird seemed anxions (» plume his feathers 
in the. first drops that fell. Before this time 
last year^ fifteen noHli-westers had taken place ; 
they usually begin about March^ and continue 
tin the rains set in in June. The thunder last 
night was terrific to English ears^ and the light- 
uiBg vivid and blue. My dearest husband is 
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still anwell; it is impossible for any one to 
regain strength and spirits during the excessive 
heat, but even he appears to be refreshed bjr^the 
shower." 

From that time, however^ he got better^ and 
recovered his spirits^ as the foUowUog letter 
will show^ addressed^ on the 4th of May^ to the 
Editor of these Memoirs^ his mind being then 
full of the duties of his station, and making but 
slight mention of his late illness. 

Bishops Palace y Calcutta, 
May m^ 1828. 

^^ My dear Edward, 

# # ♦ ^^ On Holy Thursday I proceed 
to consecrate the chapel at Bishop's College, au 
act to which I look forward with great satisfa<^tion. 
I mean to provide a breakfast in the College Hall 
for those who may attend on the occasion^ No 
invitations will be issued, but any may come 
who please ; and as they have so £sir to come, 
they must be provided for. Besides, I am glad 
of the opportunity of fostering a little the good 
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feelings of people towards our establishment 
there, which is much needed just now. 

^* And yet I have no fear, but that all will h€ 
well in a short time; and by the beginning of next 
year, I trust to have the public voice loud in its 
favour. The misfortune is, party spirit rund 
high here; as in other pkuces ; I always dis- 
courage it by not being a party man^ withdut 
fearing that either side in the end can think me 
its enemy. Little ebullitions will occasionally 
break out, but hitherto I have been fortunate in 
allaying them. Such things, however unwhole- 
some to the mind, people tell me belong to this 
climate; as if, indeed, the heat of India wer6 
to> be understood in a moral, as well as in a 
physical sense— an idea truly alarming, and sug- 
jgesting a strict watch oyer one's self. 



e< 



I hope, I have secured that my arrange- 
ments will go on well when 1 leave Calcutta for 
the Upper Provinces, which will be in the end 
of "June, perhaps; but I have not been able 
to fix the time yet. We are; I believe, to 
have a military escort, and. what is in some 
JBort a preventive against the worst dangers, a 

o 
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medical mao. # # ♦ 

# # « # 

** I have just received notice of a present of 
four hundred pounds, for general objects con- 
nected with the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge. The spirit with which all charita- 
ble subscriptions are supported here is really 
gratifying to see : and I have in many respects 
a most encouraging prospect before me. 

^' I have had a great deal to do in what may 
be called more especially church matters; and 
several new regulations to make, which cer- 
tainly were wanted: here one knows what 
one is about. In the missionary cause it is 
a little more difBcult to get a clear view of the 
proper line to be taken ; nor, till I have made 
my visitation, shall I venture on any general 
views, though I shall have an anxious eye upon 
them in every part. I am quite clear of this, 
that there is much which may be im^ved by 
and bye. I have had some trouble with the mis- 
sionaries themselves, as you will probably 
have heard ; not indeed with many, for I am 
happy to say, that with the exception of the 
cases which have occurred here, in general 
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they have all condacted Aemsehres much to my 
satisfaction. 

^' Perhaps I may have been made more can** 
tious from seeing that some thii^ have been 
done latterly rather too much in a hurry ; and 
henee^ as I shall not have a progressivte report 
to make> I may a{q)ear to be remiss in Uid 
cause. No matter f if it pleases God that I 
live out my time, I have no fear but ttiat justice 
win be done me in Ais respect 

^^ As to domestic matters^ it sounds alarming 
to say^ that I have now been ynwell three 
times^ and that Marianne has been slightly so, 
for the second time; but we have both of us 
been more free from fever than is common, and 
this is an excellent sigti« All persbkis at first 
coming have their seasonings and I have had 
mine ihree times over. The heat is dreadful ; 
so great that multitudes of natives are dying 
of cholera morbus; and some public measures 
have in cofisequeuce been ordered by the go- 
vernment.* Many Europeans have also suf- 

* The Calcutta paperi of March 31, state, from the returns 
made to govemment, that ei^ht himdted natiTes had died of 

<j2 
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fered. We are of course very carefal of our- 
selves. I have a chapel in the palace^ where I 
read and preach in the mornings during the in- 
tense heat^ (for Mr. Knapp at present offici- 
ates at Barrackpoor^) and it is a great accom- 
modation to the few families in this immediate 
neighbourhood. We go to the cathedral at 
eight on Sunday evenings; but during the 
excessively hot months of Aprils May^ and Juney 
it is too much to drive a distance of one mile 
and a half to the cathedral and back^ during the 
heat of the day ; and I have already had warn- 
ing enough that I cannot do such things with 
impunity. # # # 

^^ I had much pleasure in appointing Mr. 
Robinson to the archdeaconry of Madras, and 
he sailed about a month ago. # * # 

" By the bye, this clerical letter must be tire- 
some to Sarah; she had rather hear what we 
are all about. Marianne is sitting with me in 
the library, finishing a drawing of the house for 

this dreadful scourge in that month. The government had 
appointed twenty-five native doctors to be stationed at the 
diiFerent thannahs (police stations) with supplies of medicine. 
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Mrs. Larpent Elizabeth Ommanney and her 
brother Walter, are in the drawing-room. 
Little Freddy is asleep up stairs ; Mr. Knapp 
employed in his own room below. The Pun- 
kahs are going merrily, and all is well.'' 

Returning from their early ride on Tuesday, 
May 6th, the Bishop and Mrs. James stopped 
in the Cossipoor road to make their first visit 
to the native female school, an institution pro- 
mising much good through the indefatigable 
exertions of Mrs. Wilson, the mistress, who 
has formed it under the guidance of the Church 
Missionary Society, from the small schools which 
were before scattered in different parts of Cal- 
cutta and the surrounding villages. They were 
much gratified with seeing the little black chil- 
dren, some of them in their native dresses and 
Hindoo ornaments, learning to repeat Christian 
hymns, and to read lessons from the Oospels. 
About seventy usually attend this, which is the 
central school, partly Indian and partly Indo- 
Portuguese. One little black girl read to them 
a chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel in Bengalli ; 
and others seemed anxious to do so too. But 
the sun was now getting high above the hori- 
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zon^ aod it would have been dangeFous to delay 
retunuBg to the palace. 

About this time the Bishop was making in- 
quiry as to the general state of the schools 
in connexion with the English Church, and 
particularly those supported by the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge: and he 
found that that Society has four principal dis- 
tricts or circles of schools in the neighbour- 
hood of Calcutta^ in which it is estimated that 
near two thousand native children are in course 
of education upon Dr. BelYs system; the 
Church Missionary Society has twelre schools^ 
containing about sibc hundred boys, besides their 
five schools for native females under Mxa. Wil- 
son. The firee school has near thr^ee hiindred 
b(^s and girls. The orphan grammar school 
fyr h(xjs, and that for girls, (both of which are 
supported by subscriptions raised among the 
English residents,) contain near four hundred 
Indo^Britiah children; and the aggregate of 
these, together with the scholars of missionaries 
belonging to other societies, the Bishop consi- 
dered as affording a satisfactory prospect of the 
hsMTvest that may hiereafler be hoped for, when 
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from this number many a sower sbali go out to 
sow the seed. 

Meanwhile, though he had not personally 
visited them^ he was no inattentive observer of 
what was going on in the Hindoo and Maho- 
metan colleges in Calcutta^ both of which are 
largely assisted by the government from the 
annual supply for public instruction. The ob- 
ject of these two colleges is to instruct the 
Hindoo and Mahometan youth in English litera- 
ture — but, alas! without the Scriptures. The 
exhibition of the students of the former institu- 
tion, at the public distribution of their prizes in 
January^ had recently attracted much notice ; they 
had acted scenes from Shakespeare with great 
success^ and the astonishing progress they had 
made had been the^subject of frequent discussion 
among the wealthier Hindoos : the Bishop la- 
menting deeply the fear which caused the ex- 
clusion of the Scriptures^ saw^ from all that 
was passing around^ that both these institutions^ 
in their present state, obviously led to deism ; 
stilly as he observed that it was. deism not di- 
rectly opposed to Christianity, but to Hindoo 
Pol}rtheism^ he could not but regard it as tend- 
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ing to remove the maiB bulwark of their ido* 
latrous superstitions, and gradually opening a 
way for the admission of the truth and the 
life. 

But he saw also that this great work must be 
wrought by the ministry of native teachers : — 
under the blessing of the Almighty theirs must 
be the agency employed. The education of 
the Indo-Britons, therefore, (which had been 
strangely neglected till of late,) he regarded .as 
the great means of forwarding the diffusion of 
Christian truth ; and he looked to the time as 
not far distant, when a supply of missionaries 
might be found in India, and not sent out from 
£ngland. For these reasons he was a watchful 
Visitor at Bishop's college; and having gone 
there a few weeks after his first visit in January, 
for the purpose of examining the students in 
the college-hall, he intimated his intention to 
repeat the examination at stated intervals, which 
he continued to do, as often as he could find 
opportunity. 

To secure the best interests of this noble in- 
stitution, on which his main hopes of promoting 
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the CbristianiziDg of India were centered^ was 
the object of his most anxious concern, and, as 
has already been seen^ had engaged his earliest 
attention from the very day of his airrival at 
Calcutta. He had now had the happiness to 
succeed there in a delicate matter which had given 
him much concern ; and after paying another 
visit to the college in March^ he thus embodies 
his reflections on it in a letter to the Secretary 
of the Society for the Propagation of the Gos- 
pel in Foreign Parts^ by whose munificence^ 
jointly with that of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, the ertablishment was first 
founded and has been since supported : — 

*' It is impossible for any one who has ever 
known Oxford^ or Cambridge^ not to feel a re- 
verence and affection for Bishop's college as 
soon as he enters within its walls. The manner 
and appearance of the place^ the very dress of 
the professors, has a charm indescribable ; and 
I am almost ashamed to confess the weakness 
into which my feelings internally betrayed me, 
when I first surveyed such an edifice on the 
banks of the Ganges. But it would be se- 
ducing the judgment to let these feelings 
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caity IIS too &r^ and whea 1 ask n^self^ whetber 
this ioatitutioD^ in its present form^ will effect 
all that is expected of it in Eii^land^ I am sonry 
to confess tiiat I feel sometliing more than 
anxiety as to the result. It is meant to be a 
school for the students^ and a univarsity for the 
probationers^ and both are arranged and go- 
Temed on a collegiate plan approaching as nearly 
as possible to such institutions in England; 
bat let me ask, admirably as these institutions 
answer their purpose in England, should we 
look to Etoa or Winchester^ to Oxford or Cam- 
brii4ge, as places calculated to change raw boys 
into humble and patient, but zealous and spi- 
rited missionaries? — are they (except only in 
sach rare instences as prove the role) found 
to do SO even with men ? Ought we then to 
expect this from an establishment so formed in 

this country? I must freely say I think not. 

# « # # # 

^^ It may appear a trivial matter after saying 
so much, but as &r as I know the worlds there are 
few things that contribute more powerfully to the 
formation of the character of the mind, than the 
constant memorial su/2^ested to it by the dress or 
habit a persiHi wears. In order to assist, there- 



\ 
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fore, itt imparting an ecclesiastical character to 
the institation, and giving something more/ per- 
haps^ of a clerical turn to the minds of the sta-» 
dents themselves^ I have ordered that cassocks 
of black china crape should be provided for 
them, and caps; a dress well according with 
the climate^ and which may easily be accommo-^ 
dated both to our summer and winter ; it will 
be preferable to the present European coat and 
waistcoat; and besides^ will serve instead of 
limits or bounds which seem otherwise necessary 
to be imposed. It will also prevent the stu- 
dents from mixing too indiscriminately with 
young people around them. A gown and cap^ 
which might be thrown off at pleasure^ would 
answer no such purpose as I have here had in 



view.*'- 



The letter then speaks of other regulations he 
had made for the college^ with the approbation 
of the principal and professors^ and enters into 
the details of a plan for enlarging its accom*- 
modations; — then of the provision the Bishop 
hoped to make for the Garrow mission^ and the 
impossibility^ as he feared^ of finding a fit suc- 
cessor for the lamented Mr. Christian .at Bhagul- 
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poor ; and after expressing a wish that more 
missionaries might be sent out^ it concludes with 
the following passage : — 

*' Let me make it my especial request to the 
Society^ that the strictest attention be paid to 
the temper and deportment of persons selected 
for the high and important office of missionaries. 
If they have not steady, sober judgment, and 
mild manners, whatever other acquirements or 
abilities they may possess, they will never pro- 
duce any good effect here. This is true, per- 
haps, as to every country, but doubly forcible 
is the application of this truth in this land. 
All Eastern people learn by the eye rather than 
by the ear — by example rather than by precept ; 
and if they see a person offering to instruct 
them, whose habitual deportment and balance 
of mind are less even and easy than their own, 
so far from being inclined to look up to him 
with respect as a teacher of heavenly things, 
they will, I fear, rather think slightingly of 
Christianity for the sake of the individual. 
They have, from all I can see and learn of them, 
a suspicious acuteness of observation, and a de- 
licacy of mind that makes them difficult of ac- 
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cess to teachers in general^ and absolutely un- 
approachable by a rude and unconciliating man- 
ner : they must be won, if won at all, by being 
shown the beauty of Christian holiness demon- 
strated by Christian exainple j in their present 
state, few truths can be taught them otherwise 
than this. Let us have another Schwartz in 
temper, in manner, in judgment, and in Chris- 
tian feeling, and I fear not to say, that, under 
the blessing of God, we may look for a 
Schwartz's success. 

^^ Recent events have induced me to make 
this my special request. I shall make it circu- 
lar to all the societies in London with whom I 
am in correspondence ; and I trust it will be re- 
ceived by all with the same good will with which 
I write it.'' 

The other parts of the above letter relate to 
the details of matters which are not of public 
interest, though they show how anxiously the 
writer was occupied in fulfilling the various 
duties of his arduous office. He had been 
engaged in making provision for carrying 
into full effect the statute of the college 
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for the appoinimeiit of a syndicate to saperin- 
tend the press estaUisfaed tinare, and bad been 
seeking out those who were qifaliied and willing 
to become associate syn^s in the differait 
oriental famguages. In the alterations be pro-* 
poKd to introdoce in the sy^^tem of educatkHi 
pursued at the college^ and the discipline by 

r 

which it was governed, he had had the ben^t 
of tiie experience of his vigflant and actiye pre- 
decessor isk the see, and had himself paid per- 
sonal attention to the progress of the students ; 
and being led to draw a plain distinction be- 
twe^i a university education in En^and^ after 
which professional stadies are to begin^ and the 
edacatk>n at Bishop's college, which is intended 
to be at once a schod to the students and a 
university to those who are probationers in 
theology, and are thence to enter immediately 
on their duties as catechists and missionaries ; 
he could not but wish that something more pro- 
fessional, something more of direct preparation 
for the ministry, above all, more of scriptural 
study, should be there pursued ; that it should 
not be forgotten^ that it was instituted as a 
mission college, and that the object should be, 
not so much to educate the students for classical 
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scholars^ as to qualify them to go forth as ca* 
techists mid teachei^ of scripture lessoiis to the 
heathen, and hereafter^ perhaps, to be ordained 
as ^ ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God.' 

The Bishop always spoke with pleasure of 
his being the almoner of the venerable Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge : he had 
already been the b&arer of their liberal contri-^ 
bution to the wants of the church which is rising, 
notwithstanding bII discouragements, at &e 
Cape ; and he had a vote of credit to a consi* 
derable amount, (£1000^) with which he hoped 
to have many opportunites of forwarding their 
truly evangelical designs in the course of his 
journeys through the provinces : from this sum 
he now gave three hundred rupees towards the 
expense of translating and publishing Bishop 
Porteus's Evidences in the Armenian language. 

Ascension-day, May 15th, was the day fixed 
for the consecration g£ the chapel and burial- 
gromid at Bisfaop^s college ; a ceremony which 
had been expected with much interest by 
the Christian part of Calcutta. The Bishop 
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arrived at the college soon after five o'clock iii 
the mornings and was met by Sir Charles Grey, 
and Sir Edward Ryan^ as well a» by the learned 
principal and professors. A numerous com- 
pany was seated in the chapel^ which was 
quite full; and the presence of a party of 
Armenians, with several ladies^ full dressed for 
the occasion in the rich costume of their coun- 
try, added something of eastern splendour to the 
solemnity of the scene, when the Bishop entered 
at the western door, attended by his chaplains, 
and followed by all the clergy j and proceeding 
up the aisle, repeated alternately with them the 
verses of that sublime Psalm with which the 
English form of consecration begins.^ An excel- 
lent sermon was preached by the principal of the 
college, Dr. Mill : and when the services of re- 
ligion were concluded, all the visitors who at- 
tended the chapel were received by the Bishop 
in the college-hall» where he had provided a pub- 
lic breakfast. 

The following note of an address was found, with- 
out date, among his papers ; but it would appear to 
have been on this occasion, while the guests were 

* Psalm xxiv. 
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still assembled^ and the students were present in 
the hall^ that on the Principal making some con- 
gratulatory address to him on his having by 
this day's ceremony completed the work which 
Bishop Middleton had begun, the Bishop re- 
turned answer in these words : — 

^^ I do, indeed^ feel it to be a matter of much 
congratulation^ that it should have fallen to my 
lot to officiate at this most important rite and 
ceremony in this college — ^in an establishment 
devoted by the first Bishop of the diocese to 
such great and noble objects. But it is not 
to myself alone that congratulation belongs : to 
you, sir, to all whom I see assembled here, no 
trifliug share of gratification has been afforded, 
I am well persuaded, by the religious services 
of this day. Where is the heart so dull, that 
does not expand to the prospect here opened 
before us — ^that does not feel exultation at wit- 
nessing the solemn dedication to the service of 
God, of an institution devoted to the culture 
of the noblest powers and faculties of man, 
and directing them to the highest and ifiost ex- 
cellent of all purposes — the promotion of Chris- 

u 
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tian knowledge ? Where is the man that feels 
the beneBts of Christianity himself^ and does 
not anxiously wish to impart them to his fellow- 
men? Where, indeed^ is the Briton, who, 
viewing these sacred walls, does not feel honest 
pride at the spectacle afforded by so magnificent 
a monument of the spontaneous liberality of our 
countrymen at home, the voluntary offering of 
British Christian feeling? 

'' But if Ithere are many who participate with 
me in such thoughts as these, on the present oc- 
casion, there are thos6 to whom they must be 
doubly cheering, an(l to whom every idea con- 
nected with this place has an hourly increasing 
interest. I mean those who are destined heret 
after to fulfil the hopes of our Establishment^ 
and preach the pure doctrines of our church 
to the eastern world. The time surely will 
come, when many a youthful and aspiring mind, 
while engaged in the missionary's high career, 
will look back with an especial reverence on 
the names of those who first issued forth from 
these walls to proclaim the power of the Word, 
and display the light of truth in a benighted 
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land; — many a Christian heart on distant shores 
shall glow with double fervour at the recital of 
the names of those to whom this proud and dis- 
tinguished privilege was allowed. Reflect long, I 
beseech you, my young friends, on such thoughts 
as these ; and while you consider the blessings 
that may arise to thousands from your labours, 
let the thought stimulate you to fresh exertions 
in your preparatibn for the ministry; let it 
inspire you with new ardour in your sacred 
studies, new vigour in all you have to do, and 
make you, under the blessing of the Almighty, 
worthy of the name of the first students in 

THE MISSION COLLEGE OF CAI^CUTTA,'' • 

In the course of the morning, the Bishop 
presided at a meeting of the syndicate of the 
college-press, which, in addition to the usual 
members, the Venerable the Archdeacon, the 
Council of the college. Rev. Thomas Procter, 
Rev. Allan Macpherson, and S. Tytler^ Esq., 
was attended this, day, for the first time, by 
those other learned oriental schd^ars, whom the 
Bishop had lately requested to accept the hono- 
rary appointment of associate syndics in the 
different languages :-=- 

h2 



100 bishop's collegb. 

la the Saaskrit— Horace H. Wilson^ Esq. of 
Calcutta. 

In Bengalli — ^Lieutenant Hugh Todd^ Ex- 
aminer at Fort William College. 

In Armenian — Paron Johannes A vdall, teacher 
in the Armenian Academy ; Rev. Mesrop David 
Thaliathin^ Deacon of the Armenian Church, 
who had been admitted as a theological stu- 
dent at the College^ in 1826, on the recom- 
mendation of Bishop Heber ; and Paron Lazar 
Agabeg. 

In Arabic— Lieutenant Hugh Todd ; and 
Robert M. fiird, Esq. Judge at Gorruckpoor. 

In Hindostanee — Captain Charles Rogers, 
20th Native Infantry. 

In Persian — ^Edmund Molony, Esq. Acting 
Secretary to Govemmeiit in the General De- 
partment; Cudbert T. Glass, Esq. Acting Se- 
cretary to the Revenue Department, and Civil 
Auditor ; Captain C. Rogers ; Robert M. Bird, 
Esq. ; and Lieutenant Hugh Todd. 
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At this meeting much important business 
was settled relative to the revision of translations 
already made^ or in progress, in several of the 
above languages; some regulations were also 
made with regard to the press ; and the trans- 
lation of several scriptural tracts was under- 
taken, upon a plan suggested by the principal, 
as the Bishop mentions in a letter which he 
afterwards addressed to His Grace the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. When the business of 
the syndicate was concluded, he proceeded, 
with the members of the Council, to inspect 
the plans for the proposed addition to the 
buildings of the college ; and after due consi- 
deration of the prevalent winds and the nature 
of the soil, as well as the uniformity of the 

architecture, it was agreed that the best mode 
would be to adopt the plan for erecting two 
buildings on the southern side, similar to the 
present wings, and so placed as to form a se- 
cond court, fronting the river, like the present 
one; these buildings would afford accommo- 
dation for forty additional students, and the ex- 
pense would about be met by the votes of 
credit the Bishop had for the purpose : one of 
five thousand pounds from the Society for the 
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Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and 
one, also, oT three thousand pounds, from the 
Church Missionary Society, a certain number of 
whose students were now to become admissible 
at the college. 

The Principal afterwards gave an entertain* 
ment at his house, and in the evening the Bishop 
and his party returned to Calcutta, after a very 
interesting day. While crossing the river they 
were overtaken by one of those tremendous 
storms of thunder and lightning so common in 
India, and encountered the whole force of it in 
the carriage on their way to the palace. 

The Bishop had expressed to more than one 
person his opinion that the system pursued 
with regard to the missions in India might be 
advantageously altered, though he would not 
venture to communicate his views on this sub- 
ject, further than he had already done, to the 
Societies at home, until he had had longer ex- 
perience in the country. Meanwhile, he was 
eagerly directing his attention to every object 
that could increase the comfort of the mis- 
sionaries themselves, or in any way tend to 
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promote the success of i their labours. He had 
requested the Editor of these Memoirs to make 
a selectioo of .books as presents to them on 
his visitation journeys; and he was now en- 
gaged in correspondence with Archdeacon Ro- 
binson^ at Madras^ with the hope of maturing 
apian they had jointly formed, for establishing 
a station for sick missionaries on the Neelgherry 
hills^ in order to prevent the necessity of a sea 
voyage, in each individual's case. The follow- 
ing is the substance of the information they had 
collected on this subject^ which will probably 
be thought interesting. 

Ootakamund is considered the most eligible 
point on the hills for such a purpose^ as far as 
coolness of climate is concerned ; and it is^ be- 
sides;^ the residence of Mr. Sullivan^ the col- 
lector^ a well-disposed^ and intelligent man^ who 
would gladly give his assistance in forwarding 
any scheme of usefulness. The government^ 
however, are building quarters there for sick 
officers, and it is therefore probable there will 
be a chaplain eventually stationed at the place. 
The Church Missionary Society, also, have pur- 
chased a house there, as a seminary for the 



104 MISSIONARIfiflF. 

sons of their missionaries, and of otber Euro* 
pean residents in India; an institution which 
promises much benefit to the rising generation. 
The native population of Ootakamund is not 
more than five hundred, and does not increase* 
Infanticide was formerly known to be practised 
there^ and its existence is still suspected. 

Another station much recommended is Drin- 
hutty, sixteen miles from Ootakamund. The 
climate here, though four degress warmer, is 
preferred by many, as being on the eastern side 
of the highest point of the hills, and therefore 
sheltered from the violence of the Malabar 
monsoon. The facilities for a missionary es- 
tablishment at this place have been, and still 
< 

are, very great, but will decrease every day. 
The natives, who are a fine race of men, and 
amount, in Drinhutty and its vicinity, to five or 
six thousand, have no caste, no temples, nor 
any nearer approach to them than a house of 
public revelry ; but the great intercounse they^ 
have lately had with Ihe men of the plains is 
daily introducing Hindoo distinctions ; the mark 
on the ibrefaead, abstaining frokn meats. Sic. 
being already partially adopted, bat still, it is 
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said> without any regular instruction in Hin- 
duism. The establishment of a missionary sta- 
tion, and a circle of schools in that neighbour- 
hood^ both the Bishop and Archdeacon thought 
^ould be a most desirable object. 

While such were the plans which occupied 
the Bishop's attention with regard to the 
southern part of India, the letters he received 
from the neighbourhood of Delhi^ show that his 
mind was not less anxiously engaged in seeking 
information how he might best make a similar 
provision^ which Bishop Heber had contem- 
plated^ for the missionaries of the northern pro- 
vinces also. 

The information sent from Delhi is as follows : — 

At Kote-Ghur^ which is situated on the hills 
at the northern boundary of Sirmour, the num- 
ber of inhabitants is about two hundred; at 
Rampoor^ the capital of the Bussahur country^ 
there are about five hundred. At this place are 
two annual fairs^ at which the cloth^ sugar^ cotton^ 
asd indigo of the plains, are exchanged for shawl-* 
wool, tea^ and China-cloths ; to these great mul- 
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titudes resort from Kunawur^ and tbe Tartar 
Chinese villages beyond the snowy rangey as 
well as from €ashmere^ and other districts^ with 
which a communication might be opened by the 
residence of an intelligent and judicious mis- 
sionary, at either of the above places, and 
copies of the Scriptures eventually introduced. 
The climate would be well adapted as a re« 
treat for sick missionaries of the northern sta- 
tions ; and the hill people, being less enslaved 
by caste, would be more readily led to abandon 
their present superstitions. The language, as 
far as Rampoor, is Hindostanee; beyond that 
town, it is Tibetian. There is an enterprizing 
Hungarian gentleman now in Eunawur, pre- 
paring a dictionary and grammar, which will 
greatly facilitate the labours of missionaries in 
acquiring the language. 

The hills about Bareilly are nearer than 
those of Kote-Ghur, but the approach to them 
is closed for a great portion of the year by a 
belt of jungle, which it is dangerous even to 
natives to pass. Still many eligible situations 
might here be found, and it would be desirable 
to select one, where Europeans and their Hin- 
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dostanee camp foHow^ra have not p^etrated; 
for it is invariably founds that they corrupt the 
simplicity g£ the people, and greatly add to 
their prejudices* The most advantageous mode 
of proceeding among these people would be, 
for the wife of a resident missionary to open a 
school for girls ; the parents would easily be in*^ 
duced to send them^ as there is already an 
opinion gaining ground of the superiority of 
girls educated in English schools^ over the rest 
of their countrywomen; and when a father 
parts with his daughter in marriage^ he makes 
a sale of her, receiving ten or twenty rupees 
according to her estimated worth, and as the 
bargain may be. These wpmen, carrying with 
them the principles in which they are brought up, 
might be expected to have much influence in 
after life. The character of the hill people is 
vigorous and animated, and greatly superior to 
those of the plains. They are particularly fond of 
imitating European improvements ; and there can 
be no doubt, that they are more prepared to lis- 
ten to missionaries than those of the hills near 
Bhagulpoor or the Garrow country. 

Such were the opinions communicated to the 
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Bishop from the northern parts of the diocese. 
It does not appear that there was any spe- 
cific measnre he had in view to recommend; 
nor is it probable that he intended to do more 
at present than collect sach information as might 
serve to guide him in his inquiries^ when he 
should reach those provinces on his visitation tour. 

It was impossible for an ardent mind like his^ 
to be engaged in the superintendence of the 
missionary cause in India^ without feeling a 
deep interest in all that relates to the name of 
the venerable Schwartz^ and the circumstances 
under which his ministry among the natives was 
blest with such extraordinary success. The 
Bishop used to say at his table at Calcutta^ that 
he wished '* a copy of the Memoirs of Schwartz 
might be placed in the hands of every student 
at Bishop's college^ and every missionary through- 
out the diocese i^ and he took the opportunity 
of an oflSci^l communication with Mr. Kohlhofi^ 
of Tanjore, the same who had been missionary 
there when Bishop Middleton visited the place^ 
to make inquiry whether any of that excellent 
man*s writings yet remained in the mission. 
The insertion of parts of the letter which he 



SCHWARTZ. 109 

received in answer^ besides making known the 
estimation in which the writer was held by him^ 
may perhaps lead to the appearance in English 
of more of the papers to which he alludes. 

*' Tanjore, May 15, 1828. 

*' My Lord, 
^ I beg leave to express my deep sense of 
your lordship's kindness, and of the favourable 
opinion you express of me. Through the 
mercy of God, I have, indeed, long experi- 
enced the consolations which religion affords, 
and can testify that it is, as your lordship justiy 
says, * a never-failing spring of comfort;' but 
yet, compassed about, as I am, with many in- 
firmities, * * * it is necessary for me 
to make my application to the venerable com- 
mittee for leave to retire from the mission. 



" With respect to any papers relative to the 
Rev. Mr. Schwartz, I am sorry to have to reply 
to your loi:dship, as I have already done to 
others before, that, though he wrote much, there 
is scarcely a scrap of his writings left in the 
mission. He had a great deal to do in civil 
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and political matters^ as well as in the niore in- 
teresting part of missionary labour, and I can 
only attribute it to the multiplicity of business 
on his hands, that he kept no copies of what he 
wrote. There is, however, to be found in the 
missionary publications in the German language, 
a great deal of Mr. Schwartz's correspondence, 
particularly interesting, wliich has not, to my 
knowledge, appeared in English print. As I 
have not a competent knowledge of the Ger^ 
man, at my request, Mr. Sperschneider under- 
took scmie time ago the work of selecting and 
translating parts of this into English, and had 
made considerable progress in his work ; but as 
it required more time than he could spare frotn 
other duties, he laid it aside. I am sure, how- 
ever, that there is abundant matter in thesef 
volumes for compiling interesting memoirs of 
the revered Schwartz, and other excellent men 
who were his fellow-labourers. 

* * * *^ Your lordship's proposed 
visit to the - archdeaconry of Madras I was re- 
joiced to hear of; as I am assured that the 
same lively interest will be taken in our labours 
by your lordship, as was felt by the late excels 
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lent Bishop Heber, whom we greatly loved and 
respected while livings and whose memory we 
still hold most justly dear. 

^ I remain, with great respect^ 

^^ My Lord, 
^^ Your Lordship^s most obedient 
^^ and faithfal servant, 

" J. C KOHLHOPF.^ 

Sunday, May ISth, was the day appointed by 
the Bishop for holding his first ordination, 
which was to take place at the cathedral ; and 
he had pleasure in acceding to the general wish 
that it should be at the hour of public prayer « 
Two gentlemen who had been admitted to the 
order of deacons by Bishop Heber, the Rev. 
Charles Wimberley, M.A. of Emtianuel OoU 
lege, Cambridge^ one of the Company's chap- 
lains, and Rev. Mr. Adlington, a missionary 
of promising attainments, who had been sent 
out by the Church Missionary Society, and em^ 
ployed as catechist at Benares, now received 
priest^s orders at his hands, being presented 
to him by Archdeacon Corrie. It had a singu- 
lar appearance^ to see a Bishop engaged in the 
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highest exercise of his spiritual office^ the act 
of ordination, and a large congregation^ wrapt 
in the devotional feelings which attendance at 
that solemn rite of Christianity cannot fail to 
inspire^ while the Hindoo bearers, wearing 
their turbans and cummerbands^ were stationed 
in different parts of the church to keep the 
punkahs in motion ; — for the heat was great. All 
the servants of the cathedral are Hindoos. 
Mahometans would not be present at the Chris- 
tian worship; and the Indo-Britons are not 
employed. 

The following Sunday being Whitsunday^ 
the Bishop preached again at the cathedral^ and 
afterwards assisted in the service at the commu- 
nion, though he was unable to administer the 
elements. Such^ indeed, was his state of bodily 
weakness at this time, from the heat of the cli- 
mate, that he was obliged to have cushions 
placed to support him in the pulpit, and actually 
preached on his knees; and in that posture 
delivered an eloquent and energetic discourse 
on Romans iv. 5. 

This day was much remembered by him, in 
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the retirement of his closet, as the anniversary 
of the day of his own consecration at Lam- 
beth ; the day on which, joining his own prayers 
with those of his brother bishops, he had de- 
voted himself to the superintendence of the In* 
dian church. Weak as he now was in body, 
he was in good spirits, and looked forward to 
leaving Calcutta on his visitation journey, as 
the means of re-establishing his health. His 
cheerfulness very rarely forsook him. He was, 
indeed, always a practical admirer of that well- 
known maxim which Fuller so quaintly ex- 
presses, ^* that an ounce of mirth, with the same 
degree of grace, will serve God farther than a 
pound of sadnesse.^* 

On Friday, June 6th, he had much happiness 
in officiating at the marriage of Mr. Augustus 
Prinsep and Miss Ommanney, which took place 
at the cathedral. The bride was given away 
by the acting Govenor^general, the Hon. W. B. 
Bayley. In the evening the party at the palace 
was enlivened by the musical as well as cour 
versational talents of the Count De Vidoa, an 

* Fuller's Worthies. Hartfordshire. Ed. 1622. 
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extraordinary Italiaa traveller, who having* first 
visited Egypt, and then passed through Gar- 
many, Sweden, Norway, and the whole, of the 
north of Europe, had come through Russia to 
the northern provinces of India ; and was then 
at Calcutta, on his way to New South Wal^, 
int^iding to proceed thence^ through China to 
North America, and so back to Italy. 

The weather at this time continued intensely 
Jiot ; no rain had fallen for a long time ; there 
was, as the Bishop expressed it, ^ a sort of 
dead whiteness in the atmosphere, tl^at was 
almost suffocating." The cholera morbus was 
still making dreadful ravages among the native 
population, and several Europeans had been 
amohgst its victims ; In few instances, indeed, 
even at this Presidency, has the progress of this 
disease been more awfully rapid than in the case 
of Roger Winter, Esq. as eminent a man in 
his professional character at the bar, as he was 
amiable in the relations of private life; who, 
aftar his splendid exertions in the diseiisiipa 
on the stamp tax, was apparently in pi@rfact 
health on the morning of May 24th^ and being 
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seized ^ith cholera^ was a corpse at four o'clock 
that evening, and before sunrise the next day 
was laid in his grave 1 '^ 

A meeting of the Auxiliary British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society was held at Calcutta^ June 
18th^ when the Bishop^ who was foremost in 
every undertaking which had for its object the 
diffusion of the knowledge of the Holy Scrips 
tures^ became Patron of the society ; and^ pre- 
paratory to the business of the day^ was pre- 
sented with a complete set of the Society^s 
oriental versions of the Bible. In returning 

his thanks^ in answer to the kind address which 

« 

was made to him by the President^ Mr. Udney^ 
in the name of the Committee^ on that occasion; 
after expressing the high gratification with 
which he received this testimony of the Society's 
confidence and regard^ and his sense of the im- 
portant services which it had rendered to the 
Christian cause in India, he thus concluded : — 

* The lamented deaths of Sir Edward West and Sir 
Charles Harconrt Chambers, two out of the three Judg^es of 
the Sdpreme Court at Bombay^ which occoned this same 
summer, marked it as peculiarly fatal to those whose duties 
required of them any lengthened exertion of their mental 
powers. 

i3 
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^ How, indeed, should any Christian feei 
otherwise than anxious for the furtherance of 
the great and noble object of this Society, 
when he reflects on the history of Christianity 
in the East ? When he hears that well-known 
fact^ which the sight of these several transla- 
tions of the Bible at this moment forcibly brings 
to one^s recollection^ namely^ that amidst the 
deluge of Mahometan superstition which has 
swept over so many fair portions of the Asiatic 
continent^ and overturned so many Christian 
churches that had been reared by the primitive 
labourers of the Gospel; a successful stand 
has ever b§en made by the inhabitants of those 
countries, who had once been put into posses- 
sion of the holy Scriptures in their native 
tongue. The Armenian church, the Syrian, the 
Coptic, the Abyssinian, and our own venerable 
church of Travancore at this day, bear witness 
to this striking fact ; some, it is true, in a more 
pure, some in a less pure form, but all in some 
sort have still preserved their adherence to the 
faith, and shown themselves founded on " that 
spiritual rock, which is Christ." Let us hope, 
in looking at these volumes, that our labours too 
may so be blessed, that where we have scat- 
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tered the seed, a similar spirit of perseverance 
may be given, under the providence of God, 
and that amongst these several nations, churches 
may thus be founded, against which ^ the gates 
of hell shall not prevail.''' 

Mrs. James writes thus to her sister, Mrs. 
Edward James, from the Bishop's palace, Cal- 
cutta, June 10, 1828. 



♦ * * ^^ It may seem almost 
absurd to say I have been very busy in India, 
where ladies absolutely do nothing, and certainly 
one feels little inclination for exertion of any 
kind ; but nevertheless, I have been very busy 
working and drawing for a sale of fancy articles 
for the benefit of the native female schools. The 
supply of things which has arrived from England 
being this year smaller than usual, I am anxious, 
if possible, to make up the deficiency. It is 
to be on the 17th, so that I have not much 
time ; and we are to set out for the Upper Pro- 
vinces on the 25th. I would certainly rather 
take a trip to see you at Sheen, than to Delhi 
and Merut ; and yet I look with some plea- 
sure to it, and shall be delighted to get the 
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Bishop awa^ from tke mass of bttsiness that 
daily crowds in upon him here. He is better 
than he was in health, but certainly has more 
on his hands than one person can or ought to do. 



^' There will be two pinnaces, and nine or 
ten boats in company besides-qaite a little 
fleet. Our elephant train does not begin till 
after Gawnpoor. We are furnished with tents 
and all camp equipage by government ; and I 
believe we are to have a surgeon attached to 
ns, and a military escort after leaving our boe^ts, 
so that we, shall be quite a large party. We 
must hasten the nsrfives in their preparations, 
for they are slow, even to stupidity; and al- 
though we are to set out in less than a month, 
the only thing apparently in progress is a score 
of sheep now fattening — ^for every eatable is to 
be carried with us. We take our saddle-horses 
and palanquins, and a light carriage. The 
Commander-in-chief, Lord Combermere, has very 
kindly promised to come and meet us. We are 
told to take up warm clothing for the winter, 
so that I expect we shall be quite refreshed, 
and we shall escape September in Calcutta, 



J 
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which is the moat unhealthy time, after the 
rains. # ♦ ♦ 

^^ Jane 19. — ^I must now resume my letter^ 
and tell you what we ha?e done. Last Monday, 
after f»repa?ing for tke sale^ 1 went with Mrs. 
^lerton^ in the evenings to visit a niAive lady^ 
the wife of R^ah Boidonath Roy Bahadur, who 
gave a munificeY^ donation of twenty thou- 
sand rupees, some time ago^ to the central 
school, '^nder Mra. Wilson's care. She and her 
daughter-in-law wwe delighted at our visits and 
eame out of their apartment to meet us. The 
Ranee is a pleai^ng young woman of about 
twenty-eighty and has good manners ; she had 
learned to shake hands^ and sit on a chair^ 
although she did not seem very eovulbrtable in 
that position^ and appeared much inclined to 
tuck her feet under her. Her daughter-^in-law^ 
a modesty tall, and pretty girl of fourteen, is 
betrothed to the eldest son, but not yet mar- 
ried. They were both diligently employed in 
learning English ; they were delighted when we 
mentioned their books, and begged us to ques- 
tion them in English words. They were dressed 
gracefully in white muslin, edged with pink 
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and silver^ very narrow ; the girl wore it over 
her head. They had a profusion of necklaces^ 
ear-rings^ and bracelets of beautiful pearls; 
pearls^ also^ in the hair ; and the girl wore a 
very large ring, with pearls, suspended at her 
nose. Their conversation showed considerable 
acquaintance with £nglish fruits^ flowers, and 
animals. We sat with them nearly an hour^ 
and they showed us many curiosities ; amongst 
others, a turtle from Penang, large enough to 
carry a man on his back ; its legs were <Jf enor- 
mous thickness^ and in form like those of an 
elephant. When we took our leave^ I pro- 
mised to visit them again on my return from 
the Upper Provinces next year. The Rajah 
is by no means the richest of the natives in the 
neighbourhood of Calcutta; he has, however, 
this splendid place on the Barrackpoor road. 
The house is large, and built in the style of an 
Italian villa — one story high. In one handsome, 
room, in which he receives Europeans, I was 
surprized to see a grand piano-forte. He is 
fond of natural history, and has a large mena- 
gerie and aviary, and last year sent some valu- 
able animals to England as a present to the 
King. 
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^^ On Tuesday, the meeting of the Committee 
-for the Native Female Schools took place in 
our drawing-room ; a large number of persons^ 
principally ladies, were assembled, and we were 
glad to have the palace filled on such an occa- 
sion. The Archdeacon read the report; and 
when the business of subscriptions and dona- 
tions was begun, I was particularly pleased to 
see the Rajah Boidonath Roy come forward^ 
and state that the Ranee was desirous to give a 
donation^ and he wished to place it in Mrs. 
Wilson's name. On my saying how much 
more gratified we should be^ if he would allow 
it to stand in the Ranee's own name on the 
books^ he consented^ and put down her name for 
two hundred rupees. I did not know at the 
time^ that they are scrupulous about writing or 
pronouncing their wives' names. This is the 
first native lady who has given her name or 
support to tlae schools^ and I certainly thought 
much of it^ and trust the example may be fol- 
lowed by others. Several other natives came 
forward immediately^ and subscribed different 
sums to the female schools, for the first time. 
So that we have now seven or eight ; and we 
may reasonably ho^e their deeply-rooted preju- 
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dices will by degrees gtTe way, aod Cbeir poor 
females may learn to think of sometfaing more 
tban how to pkat and oil their 



^^ After tiie business of the meeting was 
over^ we had a splendid sale in the large dining- 
room^ which was arranged the day before with 
tables down die centre, and at the top of the 
room, like a bazaar* The articles were in part 
from Epgland, in part made in the palace, and 
in part contribated by the ladies of Gatcatta. 
ThecoBeotion amounted to seven hundred and 
eight rupees. Many^ natives made purchases, 
and it was extremiely pleasing to see their 
anxiety to be introduced to Mrs. Wilson, to 
whose judiciotts care and attention the institu- 
tion of the female schools entirely owes its pre- 
sent prosperity. 

*^ I have been to see our pinnace ; it will be 
comfortable, and the size and quiet of it will 
remind me of dear Flitton, and how happy we 
used to be there. I pray God we may be as 
hiappy here! — It makes me sigh to think how 
fer my letter has to go.** # # » 
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The report which the Archdeacon read^ stated 
the completion of the building of the central 
school ; and the collecting of the children, who 
used to assemble in twenty-nine schools, into 
four, which are sitoated, as nearly as possible^ at 
equal distances from the caitral school. The 
number of children in daily attendance at Shaam 
bazaar was reported to be eighty, and at each 
of the three others, thirty : making, with the 
seventy at the central school^ a total ef two 
hundred and forty. All of whom come almost 
daily under Mrs. Wilson^s immediate ini^ec- 
tion. There are also four schools at Burdwan, 
m which about one hundred girls assemble under 

Mrs. Deerr. 

» 

It was stated also, that the expenses attending 
the building and support of these establishments 
must have exhausted the Committee's funds, but 
for a munificent donation of one thousand 
pounds from the Church Missionary Society^ in 
addition to five hundred pounds reported in the 
preceding year, of which sum four hundred 
arose from the sale of fancy articles by ladie§ in 
England ; and a further sum had been raised in 
a similar way by ladies in Bengal. 
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After the report was read^ a subscription 
was entered into in aid of the funds. The 
Bishop^ in addition to his own subscription, 
gave one hundred pounds in the name of the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge; 
Chief Justice Sir Charles Grey, also, contri- 
buted liberally, as did the Baboo Cassinauth 
Mullick, and other native gentlemen, besides the 
Rajah mentioned in the letter. In all, two 
thousand sicca rupees were collected in the 
room. The sale then commenced: it was a 
gratifying sight to all present, and showed, that 
however enervating the climate, a benevolent 
object will always call forth the exertions of 
British ladies; but it afforded, also, on this oc- 
casion, the most pleasing demonstration to the 
natives, of the superior excellence of those holy 
principles of Christianity, which, if the Hindoo 
female shall once imbibe them, will assuredly 
elevate her alike in the scale of moral virtue and 
of civil life : and the female mind thus raised, we 
may surely look to more enlightened days for 
India, and hail the time as approaching, when, 
^^ turning from their vain idols,'' the kingdoms of 
the East shall ^ become the kingdoms of the Lord, 
and of his Christ, for ever.'' 
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The Bishop^ feeling that he had^ at this time^ 
accomplished all he had hoped to do in the first 
saminer at Calcutta^ while he was preparing 
for his journey to the Upper Provinces, wrote 
the following letter to the Archbishop, stating 
what he had done* 



TO HIS GRACE THE LORD ARCHBISHOP OF 

CANTERBURY.* 

** Bishop's Palace, Calcutta, 
June, 1828. 

^^ My Lord Archbishop, 
" I have the honour to inform your Grace, 
that I was installed in the cathedral church of 
Calcutta, on the 20th day of January last ; since 
which period, my time has been almost inces- 
santly taken up with the various duties belong* 
ing to my office. 

^ As the hot season was approaching, I issued 
a permission to the chaplains of the three Pre- 
sidencies, in certain cases, to shorten the morn- 
ing service. ♦ ♦ The permis- 
sion was only for the hot season, which in most 

* This letter, though sent from Calcutta, does not appear 
to have reached the late Archbishop ; these extracts, therefore, 
are published from the Bishop of Calcutta's notes of what he 
had written. 
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parts is during Ms^h^ Aprils May^ and perbaps 

Jane. And I enjoined that no onauthorised 

curtailment^ such as had in many places been 

common^ should in future be made. * 

« * * 

*^ The Honourable Company having ordered 
registers to be made^ and quarterly returns of 
all marriages^ baptisms^ and burials, whether by 
clerical administration or other^ I have ordered 
that they shall all be received at the Registrar's 
office of this Archdeaconry : ♦ in the first place, 
because of the great convenience su«h a mea- 
sure affi^rds to the public at large; next, be- 
cause I think the church ought to be the main 
organ of the government m such matters ; and, 
thirdly, because the Bishop will thus always 
have means -of inspecting, and, I hope, reform- 
ing, any abuse that may occur as to lay minis- 
trations. I have made a representation to Go- 
vernment on this latter subject ; but the cases 
of absolute and undeniable necessity are very 
numerous in this country. 

« 

* The Government Gazette, dated Fort William, April 
3, I82d, contains a general order, in wbich the Governor- 
general, in council,' directs that the certificates of baptisms^ 
marriages, and borials, shall, in futorej be ti'ansmitted to the 
Registrar of the Archdeaconry of Calcutta, instead of the 
Secretary to Government in the General Department. 
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^ Finding that Calcutta was considered as 
one parish^ and that much inconvenience arose 
from the circumstance^ that all who belong to 
the Church of England, except the military^ 
were obliged to attend St. John's^ the cathedral 
churchy for the administration of baptism, or 
marriage^ or for« the burial service ; I have di- 
vided the city^ for ecclesiastical purposes^ into 
three parochial districts^ the Fort making a 
fourth^ in order that the officiating minister of 
each may have his duties better defined ; and I 
trusty also^ that a better connexion may thus be 
established between each chaplain and those 
who attend his church. The sick will now be 
visited as the canon ei^oinsi for they will know 
to whom to apply ; and a clergyman will not be 
obliged to refuse baptism most uncanonically, 
as heretofore^ to those who bring their children 
to his church on Sunday s, or holidays. I have 
taken care that the established custom as to the # 

senior chaplain^ should not be interfered with. 
I shall hope to make the same arrangement here* 
after at Bombay and Madras. 

. ^ On the 8th of Aprils I administered the 
rite of confirmation to four hundred and one 
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persons^ seyen oat of which number were con- 
verts from Hinduism^ sent from a school be- 
longing to the Church Missionary Society, 
then under the superintendence of the Rev. Mr. 
Reichardt. 



^^ I am happy to make a good report of the 
present state of Bishop's College. In con- 
formity with the statutes of the College^ I 
have appointed^ according to the best selec- 
tion I could make, a syndicate and associate 
syndics in most of the several languages of 
these parts. The Principal, Dr. Mill, who, in 
addition to his other valuable acquirements, is a 
competent Sanskrit scholar, suggested the pro- 
priety of having certain important theological 
and scriptural tracts translated, first into Sans- 
krit, as being thus the more easily transferable 
into most of the other eastern languages. On 
the 15th of May we met, and with the assist- 
ance of Mr. Morton, a missionary of the So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel, of 
considerable learning, and of Mr. Wilson, our 
associate syndic in the Sanskrit, most of the 
tracts were undertaken ; some few only remain. 
It has been my object to take care that simpli- 
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ciiy shoakl be observed as much as poissible^ 
and fidelity ta the original. 

*^ With regard to the subject of marriages^ 
on • which my much lamented predecessor ad- 
dressed your Grace at lengthy I too have some- 
thing to say. No one could with more touching 
accuracy^ have described the evils occasioned 
by the 'present system, or have pointed out more 

f!»cibly than he has done^ the want of a remedy. 

# « # # # 



^^ I imve now heard^ and attentively consi- 
dered^ all that the .most acute lawyers .here have 
to advance upon the subject ; — and licences are 
in the course of being issued in the same man- 
ner as. in England. The appointment of Sur- 
rogates in certain districts^ perhaps in all, will 
follow } and I hope much of ihe difficulty com- 
plained of by Bishop Heber will admit of a 
remedy being applied by me. If there be any 
hazard, fdiaced as I am here, it is my duty not to 
shrink from it, hot to act for the best ; the evils of 
the present system calling urgentiy, as they do, 
for a remedy, and two long years having 
elapsed since my predecessor wrote : they were 
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then urgent a^nd I ought not now to fear to 
act. I believe^ that originally^ marriages wene 
solemnized on the simple permission of the Go- 
vernor-general as guardian of the parties: in 
1813, before the appointment of a Bishop, this 
was commuted for regular licences. 

*^ With regard to the publication of banns in re- 
mote situations— I c^ find no copy of the regula- 
tions issued by Bishop l^iddleton, and shall therer 
fore only direct my attention to the best mode under 
all circumstances of preventing those evils which 
the publication of banns in parish churches w^s in- 
tended to obviate, and shall interfere only with this 
object. I have commenced a correspondence with 
his Excellency the Commander-in-chief upon this 
matter, and shall be glad to find that my view of the 
subject is confirmed by the law-officers of your 
Grace's courts in England. * ♦ .* 

^I have heard from Ceylon, New South 
Wales, and Malacca, but have at present nothing 
important to communicate respecting the church 
in those places* 

^^ I have found it my duty to recommence 
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that inquiry with regard to one of the chaplains 
at Bombay^ which my predecessor left unfinished 
on account of the absence of the chief witness^ 
and I shall report again to your Grace herer 
after. I am sorry to. say some dday has oc- 
curred in this matter, but it has arisen from ,cir- 
cumstances which I could not conlarol. 

'' On the 20thv I hold, my primary visitation 

< 

here, and shall thep set out for the Upper Pro- 
vinces* I have circulated letters of inqoiry^ 
according to the old English practice^ which, 
I am quite sure, cannot but be. doubly usefcd 
here. My inquiries, have chiefly had reC^ence 
to the state of the church, as the rock on which 
all should be founded. I have, not been negr 
lectful of the missions, which certainly require 
great attention ; but I feel that I have i^Qt yet 
had that experience in this country which c^b 
assure my steps, , Nothing, however^, shall be 
wanting on my part which can in any way t^nd 
to the advancement of our great and holy causey 
^ I remain, my Lord A.rchbishop, . ^ 
^^ your Grace's, most obedient , 

^^ and faithful servant, « < 
'' J. T. Calcutta.'' 

K 2 
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The Bishop had so arraDged his plans for 
the visitation of his diocese, that he should be 
able personally to inspect each part of it> in 
the £Tst five years, still making . Calcutta his 
principal residence ; at the end of that time, he 
had reason to hope that he should have coad- 
jutors in his laborious and gigantic undertaking. 
With a view to informing himself, as correctly 
as he could, of the means actually provided for 
the public worship of God, and for the reli- 
•gious instruction of those who profess the doc- 
trines of the Established Church, he had, with 
the assistance of Mr. Abbot, his registrar, 
during the summer, procured a statement of 
the number of churches, or other places in which 
clergymen have been licensed to officiate, and 
the number of ministers appointed to each. In 
the whole archdeaconry of Calcutta, which is 
co-extensive with the Presidency of Bengal, he 
found, that, exclusive of the city of Calcutta, — • 
which has three churches with four ministers, 
besides the cathedral with two, aiid Bishop's col- 
lege chapel in the neighbourhood — there are only 
thirty-one stations, with twenty-nine licensed mi- 
nisters : in seven of these only were churches then 
built, at Dum DUm, Chinsurah, Dacca, Meriit, 
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Fatty- ghur^ B^iares^ and Penang^ and three more 
were being built, at Ohazipoor, Dynapoor, and 
Agra; in the remaining twenty-one stations, divine 
service must still be performed, either in rooms 
in private houses, or in bungalows, set apart 
for the purpose. In the archdeaconry of Ma- 
dras, which is the part of India where the 
Christian church was earliest planted, be found, 
that — besides the town of Madras itself, which 
has three churches, with four ministers, and 
Masulipatam, which has two — ^there are only four- 
teen stations, with a chaplain appointed to each ; 
in only six of these are churches already built, and 
no nK)re than one new one in progress,^ though 
many are wanted. From the archdeaconries of 
Bombay, Ceylon, and New South Wales, he 
had not yet complete returns ; but the accounts 
which he received from all sides, showed how 
insufficient is the number of stations, as well as 
of clergy, throughout the diocese, and that 
though ^ the fields are white already to the har- 
vest,'' — ^the labourers are but few.'' 

The Bishop had always expressed his opinion 
with regard to those chapels in London, and 
other populous places in England, which had 
been opened for divine worship, without any 
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parochial districts being assigned to them — 
that it was an innovation on the churchy and a 
departure from its constitution^ which our fore- 
fathers never contemplated^ and which our pos- 
terity will have to lament in the broken attach- 
ment it will cause^ unless a remedy be applied 
by ourselves; — and acting upon this principle, 
when he found a similar system to prevail 
throughout the extensive diocese over which he 
was called to preside^ he set himself directly to 
strengthen the establishment of the €hurch^ and 
further the bbject for which it was first ordained, 
by introducing amoiig his clergy that pastoral 
superintendence of their congregations, which 
is technically called ^^ cure of souls f and thus 
assimilating, as much as possible, the duties of 
a minister of the church in India, with those 
of a parish priest in England, the weekly visitor 
and friend of his people ; rather than of the 
Sunday preacher unconnected with his flock. 
And beginning with the division of Calcutta into 
such parochial districts, he had the satisfaction 
to find that the Governor-general, and the mem- 
bers of the council, entirely coincided with him 
m his views of the benefits that would arise. 

From much that had come under his own eye 
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at Calcutta, and from mach that he had heard 
from others at a distance^ he saw reason to 
lament most deeply^ the frequent examples of 
the neglect of the sabbath so common amoijig 
Europeans in India^ all works being in full 
wtinty on that day^^— ^nd the albost total want 
of that salutary influence which u due obser- 
vance of the holy day of rest might have over 
the natives ; and he hoped that he might here- 
aftdr prevail in eflecting some improvement in 
this matter^ but felt it could not be while he 
was yet but a stranger in the land. 

The time had now arrived^ when the Bishop 
was to commence tiie visitation of his diocese^ 
and he had &%:ed to begin with the Presidency 
of Bengal ; which alonb he expiected .would 
occupy him for eight or nine months. Notice 
had been given some time before that he would 
this year confirm dt all the principal stations or 
districts iii the archdeaconry of Calcutta; and 
desirous to obtain the best information he could 
respecting the actual state of the diocese en- 
trusted to his charge^ he had^ as he mentioned 
in his letter to the ' Archbishop, previously cir- 
culated questions on the following subjects^ to 
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be answered in writing by the ^^Implain at each 
station : — $ 

1. As to the extent of the district under 
his care. 

2. The namber of churches, w other places 
of Christian worship^ within its limits » 

3. The usual number of the congr^^tions 
who attend. 

4. Whether . the sick are visited ; and how 
many such visits have been paid wilhm the last 
week or month? 

5. Whether the chaplain has been absent 
during the last year ; and for how many days ? 

6. How was his place supplied ? 

7. How many schools he inspects ? 

8. How often he catechises the children? 

9. Whether there are any funds for charitable 
purposes within the district? 

10. By whom such funds are managed ? . 

11. How often in the year the sacrament ^of 
the Lord's supper is administered ? - * . 

12. How the sacramebtal alms aire a{]^prt>- 
priated? 

13. Whether there are trustees of ihe chuoch 
or bungalow ? or to whose care Js it entrusted?. 
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14. Whether there is any establishment al- 
lowed for a clerk, ferasheSy bearets, &c. ? 

15. Whether there are a Bible and Prayer 
Book^ a surplice^ plate and linen for the commu- 
nion table^ &c. ? 

16. Whether the chaplain had any remarks 
or complaints to make ? 

The answers to these inquiries would have 
furnished a mass of valuable information as to 
the state of the church in India^ if it had 
pleased God that the Bishop should have lived 
to finish the work he had taken in hand; but 
the work was to bejeft to another; his strength 
was sinking under it. 

Not ought it here to be entirely concealed^ 
that the delicate nature of the anxiety which 
had pressed most heavily upon hiro^ tvras pecu- 
liarly unfavourable to that mental repose neces* 
sary for his recovery from the attacks of illness 
with which he had been affected ^oon after his 
arrival. That serious differences should have 
arisen amongst those whom he trusted to find 
united in heart, as well as in purpose, and 
dwelling together as companions and brethren 

k5 
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in love^ was^ indeed^ a soaite of painful dis- 
qaietude — it was bitterness to his soul. Nor 
would he rest till he had restored peace, and 
brought them to '^ take sweet counsel together, 
and walk in the house of God as friends." His 
papers show how anxiously and unceasingly he 
laboured to accomplish this end ; how he was 
^^in weariness and painfulness" by day, and *^ in 
watchings often'' by night, till he had suc- 
ceeded ; having, ^' besides these things which 
were without,*^ that which also ^^came upon him 
daily, the care of all the churches.'' These 
unhappy differences, while they lasted, he felt 
were against the sacred cai^e he had at heart. 
It was his advice to his clergy on every 
occasion — it was his constant prayer for the 
Indian church — ^the very last supplication he ut- 
tered in concluding his charge at Calcutta, 
that unity and ^^ peace might be within her 
walls." 

On Friday, the 20th of June, he held his 
visitation, and delivered his charge to the clergy 
at the cathedral, which was fully attended. An 
able visitation sermon was preached by the 
Rev. William Bales, M.A. the senior chaplain. 
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The day had been .fixed with the hope that the 
rains woiild^ by this time^ have set in^ and the 
heat become less oppressive, but unfortunately 
none had fallen for a long time^ and the weather 
was more than ordinarily sultry; the thermo- 
meter on that morning being 92 in the shade. 
The Bishop returned to the palace quite ex- 
hausted with the heat ; and from this day may 
be dated the beginning of his last illpess. He 
made an effort to receive his clergy at dinner 
in the evenings which he was desirous to do^ 
having something that he wished to say to 
them in private. He passed a restless night, 
and was very unwell. The next morning Dr. 
Nicholson pronounced the attack to be of the 
same nature as those he had suffered before^ 
and to have been brought on by the heat and 
over exertion of the preceding day^ and that 
he would soon recover if he could be got away 
from the scene o£ his anxious occupations at 
Calcutta^ and proceed up the river on his visi- 
tation journey. 

At this^ time^ the Bishop communicated to 
Dr. Nicholson the fears he could not but begin 
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to . entertain^ that the climate was peculiarly 
hostile to his constitution ; he had enjoyed good 
hesilth in England^ and found himself fully equal 
to every exertion he wished to make ; but since 
his arrival in India, he had undergone repeated 
attacks of illness^ and was much weakened by 
them. Dr. Nicholson, however, seemed to 
think that great benefit might be expected from 
the bracing air of the river; he saw no reason 
to doubt that this . attack would go off as the 
others had done, and thought that the Bishop 
might still enjoy good health in India, if he 
could hasten . immediately from Calcutta, and 
commence his tour of the Upper Provinces. 

■ Arrangements . for this purpose were now 
made with all poi^ible expedition: every assist- 
ance was given by his private friends — every 
attention paid by the government that could 
facilitate the preparations ; and on the evening 
of Tuesday, the 24th, the Bishop left the pa- 
lace, and embarked on board his pinnace under 
a salute from the Fort. The pinnace provided 
for him and Mrs. James, was a six teen-oared 
boat, having a good sitting-room, and bed-room. 
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bailt on the deck^ and a bath-room and servants' 
offices below ; this was followed by a carriages- 
boat^ two horse-boats/ a dhoby or washerman's 
boat, and a cook-boat> making five, besides the 
pinnace. Mr. Knapp, and Dr. Spens, the phy- 
sician, had a pinnace between them, with two 
boats for their attendants ; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Augustus Prinsep, who were to accompany the 
party as far as Patna, followed in another pin-^ 
nace, with four attendants' boats also. 

After some delay inpi getting clear of the 
shipping, the little fleet rode gallantly on the 
tide, and was moored for the night off Ishera, 
Mr. Charles Prinsep's place, a few miles above 
Chitpoor, and eight from Calcutta. The Bishop 
was very unwell, though he was somewhat ex- 
hilarated by the fi'esh air, and the novel scenery 
tibout him. The Hooghley is here a beautiful 
river; on each side are pretty villages, sur- 
rounded with orchards of mangoes, cocoa-nut, and 
other fruit trees ; and the ghauts, or landing- 
places, are many of them splendid flights of 
stone steps, leading down to the edge of the 
water, with one or more picturesque temples 
4>uilt on the top. 
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A few hours sail from Ishera^ brought them 
to Chinsarah on Wednesday at noon; the wind 
and tide failing before they reached the place, 
they were amused with seeing a dozen of the 
dandies jump into the water with a rope to tow 
the boat, or push it with their hands whenever 
they clumsily ran it aground, a mode of pro- 
ceeding with whkh they became more familiar 
afterwards. Chinsurah was an old Dutch co- 
lony, and was known as a Christian settlement 
long before the EngUsh had possession of Ben- 
gal. There is a smA but neat church here, 
which at Bishop Heber's request the govern- 
ment placed at his disposal. It had lately 
again become vacant ; and as Mr« Jackson, one 
of the Company^s chaplains, whom the Bishop 
had just stationed there, had only arrived since 
the visitation at Calcutta, and had had no time 
to prepare the candidates for confirmation, the 
Bishop could do no more than make inquiry 
into the state of the church and the schools, 
which he found satis&ctory : he then proceeded 
on his voyage, hoping to confirm there when he 
returned to Calcutta. 

As they advanced up the country, the wind- 
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ings of the river^ and the mouths of its various 
tributary streams^ displayed much scenery that 
was not devoid of interest^ though the land^ 
scape was entirdy flat. The sameness of the 
clumps of tall bamboos> and plantations of 
sugar-cane^ was' agreeably relieved by groves of 
peepul-tree and palm^ and all the luxuriant va- 
riety of Indian foliage ; near the water side^ the 
natives were busily employed in gathering the 
indigo and pressing it in the fields; on the 
banks were many handsome pagodas ; and they 
were often reminded^ as- they pai^sed^ of the su- 
perstitious veneration in whieh^ the sacred stream 
is held. The Hooghley is c^nside^ed by the 
Hindoos^ who call it ^ the Gwiga^ ix^ be the ori- 
ginal channel of the Ganges^ a:nd therefore the 
most holy for the purposes of ablution and bu- 
rial. On inore than one of the large sandbanks 
thrown up by the river, the party observed 
human skulls and bones whitening in the san ; 
and in one place, a crowd of vultures eagerly 
at work, with an adjutant waiting at a distance 
for his share of the feast, showed that a more 
recent prey had been washed ashore, and was 
lying at the edge of the jungle^grass. 
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The Hooghley . is foriaed by the union of the 
Cossimbazar and the Jeltingfay rivers^ the two 
most western branches of the Ganges ; tl^e for* 
mer is usually the best for navigation^ and up 
that channel the course lay to fiurhampoor^ 
which was the next station to be yisited. 

As they approached the town of Plassey^ a 
large drove of cattle crossed their track; they 
were the property, of the neighbouring Zemin- 
dar, and were swimming across the river to 
other pasturage : they were small cows, or buf- 
IUoes> with a hump on the back^ and the num- 
ber of heads and horns appearing above the 
water^ had a singular effect. The Bii^op^ 
though weak, was in good spirits^ and often 
lefl his books to come out on deck, taking an 
interest in every place they passed. He re- 
marked that it was near this spot, the celebrated 
battle was fought in 1757^ whii^h decided the 
fate of Bengal^' and ultimately of India ; when 
Colonel Clive^ with about a thousand Ekiro* 
peans and two thousand sepoys^ entirely de- 
feated the army of the. Suraje ud Dowlah, 
which was estimated at more than fifty thousand 
men. 
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On the second of July^ they reached Bor- 
hampoor, a military station^ with a modem towii 
rising up around it^ and beginning to afford a 
mart for the silk goods^ and beautiful works of 
carved ivory, which are manufactured at the 
neighbouring town of Gossimbazar. Here they 
were kindly received by Mr. Smelt, the col- 
lector, whose brother was an intimate friend 
of the Bishop at Oxford, and who now paid 
him every attention his weak state of health 
required. He was, at this time, attacked with 
a violent pain in the right side, for which leeches 
were abundantly applied, and produced consi- 
derable relief. Dr. Spens and the medical gen- 
tleman of Burhampoor, not seeming to ap- 
prehend that it would return. The pain 
left him, however, much debilitated, and very 
unwell. 

Unfortunately, too, he was here greatly dis- 
tressed by letters from Calcutta, which awaited 
his arrival ; by these he learnt that the matters 
which he had so anxiously endeavoured to com- 
pose, again called for his interference, and that 
his exertions to conciliate had been rendered 
ineffectual ; the train of evils that he foresaw 
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would arise from this, and the injury it would be 
to thfe Christian cause> made his heart heavy in- 
deed, and brought new affliction to the bed of 
sickness. 

On the tenth, with great exertion he dressed 
himself, and administered the rite of confirma-^ 
tion to several young persons in Mr. Smelt's 
drawing-room,, there being no church at present 
at Burhampoor, though it is a large station, 
both civil and military. Service, however, is re- 
gularly performed by Mr, Hammond, the Com- 
pany's chaplain stationed there, in the mess- 
room at the barracks, or in a bungalow. In 
the evening of the same day, the Bishop was 
carried in a tor0on, or sort of open sedan, here 
m,uch used instead of palanquins, to the water^ 
side, and, returning on board the pinnace, 
seemed to enjoy the fresh air on the river. Be- 
fQre leaving Mr. Smelt's house, he wrote to 
congratulate Lord William Bentinck, the new 
Crovernor-general, intelligence of whose landing 
at Calcutta he had just received. An earth- 
quake occurred one night while the party re- 
piained at Burjiampoor, which awoke and 
^jarmed all the inhabitants ; so severe was the 
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shocks as to make a saiall crack iu^ M n Smeit's 
boase^ and a. considerable one in the wall oi the 
hospital, which is two stories high. 

Proceeding on their Toyage early the next 
day, they passed through the old city of Moorshe* 
dabad, which extends several miles on both sides 
the river, and is inhabited by native, as Burham- 
poor is by European, population. There was 
something disappointing in the appearance of this 
former capital of Bengal, and honoured residence 
of the Naws^b. The court was removed to this 
city from Dacca in 1704, by Jaffief Khan/ and 
it continued to be the cajntal until the conquest 
of Bengal by the British, in the mid(9e of the 
last century ; when Calcutta, on account of the 
superior mercantile advantages of its situation, 
began* to arise gradually from its marshy jungYes, 
till it now vies in splendour with the most 
magnificent cities of the world. The NawAb 
still has his court here, and a fine palace is now 
being built for him, but his present residence 
is mean and shabby. He still goes, however, ^ 
occasionally in great state to pay his visits at 
BurhampocH*, scattering rupees among the crowds 
that gather round his elephant. 

L 2 
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July 12th, they reached Jungeypoor, ' and 
spent the day; at the house of the Hon. Mr. 
Ramsey, the resident. Some of the party went 
to ,see the Company's silk works, which have 
been for many years under his superintendence. 
This is the largest silk station the Conipany 
have, and many thousands of persons are em- 
ployed. The country-people feed their own 
worms, which are managed by women and chil- 
dren, and the cocoons purchased for govern- 
ment. In this climate they reckon on gathering 
four crops of mulberry-leaves from the same 
field in each year, the best in December. The 
silk is all sent to be wove at . Moorshedabad. 
Mr. Ramsay presented the ladies with speci- 
mens of the coarse, but strong silk, from the 
jungle or wild silk-worm, of which great quanti- 
ties are here produced. The jungle- worm feeds 
from other leaves besides those of the mulberry. 
The Bishop was unable to visit the works, 
though he said he felt better this day, and was 
nearly free from pain: his spirits were good, 
and he talked with cheerfulness of their near 
approach to the Rajmahal hills, and of the field 
of usefulness which would lie before him when 
he should reach the Upper Provinces. 



J 
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It does not appear that at this time he 
entertained any serious apprehension about his 
own health; the pain which he had suffered 
at Burhampoor had now left him^ the weather 
was becoming cooler, and. he felt it favourable 
to the recovery of his strength ; be looked for- 
ward to being able to resume his duties^ and he 
pursued his journey still ^^in Hope and not in 
fear,^ as he often expressed to her in whose 
affectionate confidence every feeling of his heart 
reposed. 

There was a full month before he was to 
reach Patna, where he had given notice that it 
was his intention to visit the clergy, and hold a 
confirmation on August the 16th. While there he 
had hoped to consecrate the new church which 
Bishop Heber recommended should be built at 
Dynapoor, and proceeding thence, after visiting 
Chuprah, and other European stations in the 
neighbourhood, to consecrate also the new church, 
at Ghazipoor : by the end of August, he pro- 
posed to reach Benares, where there is a church ; 
and he had the pleasure to hear from Mr. Proby, 
the chaplain, that several candidates were de- 
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siroufi of the Christian rite of coufirmatiou in 
the midst of that far-famed seat of Brahminical 
learmng and Buddhist superstitioB^ which is^ 
as it wiare^ the Mecca of the Hindoo pilgrims^ 
and is esteemed so holy above all other places, 
that they call it, ^^ the Lotus of the world,'^ aod 
many of the wealthier Rajahs, in distant parts 
of Hindostau, keep vakeels, or delegates, re- 
siding there, to perform, for their benefit, the 
required sacrifices at the Yishvayesa temple, 
and the expiatory ablutions in the sacred stream 
on which the city stands. 

Early in September he was to visit Allahabad, 
and leaving the Ganges, either there or at 
Gawnpoor, as the state of the river and other 
circumiltances might determine, he intended 
to travel by land from thence, add to visit 
Lucknew in his way to consecrate the new 
church at Futteghur, and then to proceed to the 
stations at Bareilly and Delhi. From thence 
he had made his plan to come down the river 
Jumna to Agra, where the pleasing duty 
awaited him to consecrate another church, or at 
least the ground for burial, if the church were 
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not finished.* From Agra he was to reach 
Kalpy in the beginning of December, and, pro- 
ceeding from Benares, or from Patoa, was to 
spend the Christmas with Mr. and Mrs. Au- 
gustus Prinsep, at Sheergautty, Mr. Prinsep 
haying been appointed Zillah Judge in that 

* The foandation-stone of the church of St. George^ at 
Agra, hadn>een laid on April 23rd, (the king's birth-day,) 1828. 
The Bishop was to have laid it, but the time did not coincide 
with his visitation journey ; and he was desirous there should be 
no delay, hoping, if possible, when he visited Agra in November, 
to consecrate and open the church. A silver trowel had been 
presented to him at Calcutta on the occasion, and with it e^ 
copy of the foUowing inscription, by Rev. Dr. Parish, th^ 
chaplain, which was placed on the stone. 

In nomine individuse Trinitatis : 

Anno IX Georgii quarti D. G. Britt. Reg. F. D. 

Quum rebus societatis Anglicanas 

Apud Indos mercaturam facientis 

Civilibus pra^esset 
Vir honorabilis GulielmiiB B. Bayley^ 

Militaribusque 

Dux ille fortissimus ac nobilissimus 

St^leton Combermerensis, 

Bharatpnrft devict& 

Et nbique felix; 

Anno I. Johannis Thomae, 

Tertii sedis Calcuttensis Episcopi ; 

Jacta sqnt fundamenta 

Sumptibns Societatis, &c. 

Faxit Deus uthocce opus ad uberrimos Evangelii 

Fnictus redtmdet ! 
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district ; and returning to Calcutta early in Ja- 
nuary, tbe Bishop hoped to visit Dacca and 
Chittagong from thence, before the hot season 
again commenced. Such were the plans he 
had made before he set out on his visitation 
journey ; and on these his mind dwelt with cheer- 
ful anticipations of doing good^ under the mosit 
discouraging circumstances of illness and of pain. 

On the party returning to their pinnaces^ and 
leaving Jungeypoor, about an hour's sail, with 
a fair wind, brought them, before it was dark^ 
to the destined place of anchorage for the night, 
near the town of Sooty; and on Monday, at 
noon, the little flotilla entered the main stream 
of the noble and majestic Ganges, which is 
here near five miles broad, though above five 
hundred miles from its mouth. The blue out- 
line of the Rajmahal hills, now rose in sight in 
the distance, and was refreshing to the eyes of 
all the party, being the first rising ground they 
had seen since their arrival in India. Tbe 
country was well wooded, and on the nearest 
shore, besides the usual indigo and paddy- 
grounds, the people of the neighbouring vil- 
lages were seen busy with their crops of wheat 
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and Indian corn. A violent^ bat passing storm 
of rain, which fell at the time, added the va- 
rieties of light and shade to increase the beauty 
and interest of the scene. When the air was; 
cooled by the rain, the Bishop was carried in a 
chair on deck^ and enjoyed the prospect of the 
long-talked-of hills. These hills, which appear 
to be of the primitive or granitic formation, 
have for ages opposed an efiectual barrier to 
the encroachments of the river, which has so 
greatly changed its course through the plains of 
Bengal. It is stated by Mr. Hamilton,* that the 
quantity of land which the action of the mighty 
stream has destroyed within a few years, be- 
tween Sooty and Golgong, in Bahar, a distance 
less than a hundred miles, will amount, on a 
moderate calculation, to forty square miles, or 
twenty-five thousand square acres. But then 
fresh alluvions have been formed in other places, 
and the new island of Sundeep alone, is said to 
contain more than ten square miles. 

They passed this day several large Hindoo 
villages, and the bank opposite the ancient 
town of Rajmahil was chosen as the place of 

* Hamilton's Hindostan, vol. i. p. 11. 
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anchoring for that night. The servants were 
here alarmed at a report that there were tigers 
in the jungle-g^ss dlose by, which was of the 
extraordinary height of nine or ten feet^ and 
topped with a beautiful white down^ like swans' 
feathers ; but np tigers were seen or heard. 
Their fears probably arose in some measure 
from a little disappointment at not having the 
town^ with one of their favourite bazaars^ to go 
to. But it was found preferable now to fasten 
the boats to a good bank every night ; and the 
servants and dandies going on shore to cook 
their rice^ currie^ and ghee^ formed themselves 
into picturesque groups^ around their little fires^ 
according to their different castes. 

About noon^ on July the 16th> they reached 
Bhagulpoor^ or Boglippor, in the province of 
Bahar. The Bishop was this day so ill^ that he 
could not land till the evening; he was then 
with difficulty moved on shore to the house of 
Mr. Nesbit, the magistrate, where he was most 
kindly received. Mrs. Nesbit had long known 
Mrs. James's family in England, and was, indeed, 
felt by, her as a friend, under the dreadful 
fears which now began to agitate her mind. 
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The pain in the side had increased to snch 
alarming violence as to excite the worst appre- 
hensions^ if it should not be subdued. The 
medical treatment was prompt and vigorous; 
profuse bleeding with leeches, and ten grains 
of calomel^ given seven times in twenty-four 
hours. Dr. Spens^ with Mr. Innis, the surgeon 
of Bhagulpoor^ urged an immediate return to 
Calcutta^ in order that Dr. Nicholson^s decision 
might be had upon the necessity of taking mea* 
sures for the Bishop going out to sea, with as 
little delay as possible. It was determined to 
return^ and no time was to be lost ; but it was 
not till the 23rd^ that the acute pain was so far 
alleviated^ that it was thought prudent to re- 
move the piaitient from Mr. Nesbit^s house to the 
pinnace. 

The following letter, sent from Bhagulpoor, 
was begun by Mrs. James soon after leaving 
Jungeypoor, as the date shows : — ^ 

** From the Jane Pinnae, 
"/dfy 14, 1828. 

'^ Here we are, sailing along briskly on the 
Hooghley, which in this psurt is called the Sooty 
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or Moorsbedabad river, with a delightful breeze, 
which we hope will carry us into the great 
Ganges before night. This is the first day, 
however, that I can say we have really enjoyed 
it. Before " this reaches you, I trust 'you ' will 
have received a letter from Elizabeth, in which 
I requested her to say how unable I had been 
to write since we left Calcutta; it is painful, 
indeed, to send dismal letters to so great a 
distance, if it can be avoided. My dearest 
husband was ill when he came on board our 
pinnace at Calcutta, on the 24th of June^ haying 
been over-fatigued an the 20th, the day of his 
first visitation : the weather was particularly 
hot,* and the duties of the day were too much 
for him. I was truly glad to get him away 
from the constant fatigue of business at home, 

* How trying to the constitution the heat of this summer 
must have been to Europeans in India, may be seen from.the 
following extract from a letter addressed to the Bishop at 
Bhagulpoor, by a gentleman, wha was travelling in the neigh- 
bourhood of Delhi, at the end of the month of June : — 

" We have suffered greatly from the excessive heat since 
we left the hills. At Kurnal it was impossible to stir out of 
doors^ and the earth and the air burnt almost as a furnace. 
The thermometer^ to-day, stands at 106 in the shade, and 
136 in the sun. It is grievously opprespive. The wind 
blowing fiercely, and clouds of heated dust passing over us ; 
but no rain comes to our relief. The drought often reminds 



BHAOULPOOR. 167 

which was wearing out his istrengtb; and to 
move him, with . Dr. Nicholson's leave, quietly 
into his pinnace. From that . time till our 
leaving Burhampoor on the lOth instant, he con- 
tinued very ill; the physicians would not call 
it a decided liver complaint, although his liver 
was certainly affected, and the pain in his side 
so violent, as to . oblige us to have recourse to 
strong remedies, the debilitating effects of which 
I greatly dread. I thank God, he is now quite 
free from pain of any kind, and though v^ry thin, 
pale, and weak, is certainly gaining strength, 
and has begun to take quinine. The least ex- 
posure to the glare of the sun, even in a car- 
riage or palanquin, has always brought on 
faintness, and disordered his whole system, ever 
since he has been in this country; he has in- 
variably guarded against such exposure as much 
as has been possible, with the duties he has had 
to fulfil, and still I am alarmed when I think 
how often his illness has returned. Nicholson, 
however, (whose opinion is considered the first 

me of the words of Scripture, ' I will command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon the earth ;' and most applicable 
are they to this land. When a shower does fall, the alumi- 
nous smell that first reaches you, is like that of heated bricks 
quenched in water." 
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in India^) says^ that he may not be troubled 
with any more retains of it ; and that he does 
not at present see that it is of any decided 
consequence ; we mast tiierefore hope for the 
best. The hot weather is now over^ and I must 
own^ that I look forward with great comfori 
to the purer and more refreshing air of the 
Upper Provinces^ and to the approaching cold 
weather : these^ I trusty may be of infinite use. 
I haye an eager wish that he should remain on 
the hills^ if possible^ during the whole of the 
next hot season^ and march down again in the 
rains ; but, I fear^ this is by no means certain. 
I think it of material consequence^ but you wiU 
hear how it is settled in good time. 

* * * *^ I had left off writing for 
a few minutes^ to eat some mangoes, which are 

■ 

certainly the most delicious of fruits ; and had 
just come to the sixth and last^ wl^nl.found 
we were entering the mighty Ganges in a squall 
of rain^ which made the distance across it 
appear still greater ; it is^ indeed^ a noble ex-* 
pause of water; and I hear^ that as we ad- 
vance, and the river becomes fuller, when more 
rain has fallen^ we shall hardly be able to see 
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the opposite banks. The serang bas just pat 
his head iii> to tell us of his great skill in having 
brought us to the ^ Burra Dheria^** for which 
he has received a present of a few rupees^ and 
the next thing to be done, is to wash the head 
of the pinnace in the Ganges' water! After 
all this, I hope she will not fail to carry us on 
in safety. We have now very pleasant wea- 
ther, two heavy showers usually in the course of 
the day, and now and then comes quite a pour- 
ing day ; it is hot only for a short time before 
the rain falls, which is fortunate for us, as we 
are only able to have a hand-punkah in our 
cabin. We are rather crowded, it is true, as 
I could not bear that little Freddy and his 
nurse should be in another boat than our own, 
so . that his cot stands in one corner of our 
sitting-room ; it is, however, a very commo- 
dious boat ; we have a good sized back cabin, 
in which we sleep, and a room adjoining, with 
a cold bath and shower bath ; there is, also, a 
room for the servants in front of our sitting- 
room. We really find ourselves very comfort- 
able and snug, and I enjoy our being quietly 
together again of all things, it puts me so much 

* Great Sea. 
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in mind of Flitton. Mr. Knapp^ and Dr. Spens^ 
the physician^ who is appointed by government 
to accompany us^ have a similar pinnace be- 
tween them of a smaller size ; and the Prinseps 
are in a very pretty one belonging to his bro- 
ther ; we enjoy meeting in our cabin of an 
evening' soon after sunset^ when we come to 
anchor^ which is usually about seven o'clock: 
the dandies are proverbially timid^ and they 
always take care to fasten the pinnace to the 
shore under the snuggest bank they can find. 

r 

^ We have just now come in sight of the 
first rising ground we have seen in Bengal/ the 
Rajmahal hills ; they are , not very high, but 
we see them plainly in the distance. Our next 
station is Bhagulpoor^ and you will be interested 
to hear that we are going to the house of Mr. 
and Mrs. Nesbit, our old friends : it will really 
give me great pleasure to see her again) she 
wrote most kindly to me at Calcutta, s&ying^ 
she hoped we should take up our quarters with 
them during our stay. There is, I believe, nei- 
ther church nor chaplain at Bhagulpoor, although 
it is.a large station. Mr. Knapp wiH preach there 
on Sunday. The Bishop must not attempt it. 



BHAOULPOOR. 161 

'^ We are sorry we had left Calcutta before 
Lord William Bentinck's arrival^ of which we 
heard by the same conveyance which brought 
us a packet of delightful letters from England^ 
at Burhampoor; they were^ indeed^ a cordial 
to the Bishop on his sick bed. We were 
amused with the account of your looking at 
our pictures at Somerset House ; though I am 
sorry to think we were not placed nearer to 
each other. * Bishop Heber's Journal fortunately 
reached us before we set out from Calcutta^ and 
you may imagine with what interest we have 

been reading it 

« « « ♦ # 

^^ My little Freddy is now looking better than 
at any time since we have been in India ; he 
does not attempt to speak yet^ but perfectly 
und^stands what is said to him both in Hin* 
dostannee and English; and I fear^ notwith- 
standing all my care^ he will pick up the former 
the quickest of the two. I have had some 
trouble^ as every one has, who has occasion to 
deal with the tribe of ayahs,* but he is pretty 
well off now. You will be surprised to hear that 

* Nurses. 

M 
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I bave Ttotared to 4ng^g« aaefter -Ea^dpfeftti 
wamd», the third I hetvt bad-: ^he was^ aiQt^^to^y^ 
recattmended ; and when I teH yoii/ tliat ahe^ 
is the daught^ of a soldier^ hcfrn on ^t ihgk 
tber's passage oot^-^is at this time only twenty, 
acnd has been twice married fea sekkbfC^> is6 the 
first at twelve years of age, — that she is*' 'new 
a widow with one child, and bus spemt dhree 
years in England since l-S^l^^yea bare 4ie^ 
history. She has been a great comfbrt^to^d 
daring this sad illness of the Bisfaop^s^^; - hid 'owa 
native servants, the kitmutffars^ £Lnd the bea^^e^^ 
whom he is obliged to take, are bilt of littld 
use. ' 



^^ We have bought for our land' jburiiey a 
very pretty, light, palanqain ca^ag^, wbi^ 
holds four pieople ; we bave odr canHage^^bc^liresi 
and saddle-horses, and one pilancjuitf; *a^ 
when my dear husband recovers hi*' strcJi^tii; 
and enjoys himself as he uSed"t6 do, ii-\dlMi6 
delightful indeed. ' I donot at aH 'd£dHke {ndSa^ 
biit I own I baVedyfeiirsHbat * Will^^v^i- 
suit Wm, and be sbaM libver, if I cAiiMp% 
remain here to sacrifice bis bealtb; i^d^etl,'^! 
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tr.«fiit( h» lyill he as My pr^p^re^ ^ ri^igp tlio 
b^slw^riQkj ahopld it becopAQ Beo^ssary^ aQ4 will 
make lit. as uiuoh ^ pQ^QJk of duty tp do so^ ais 
he.did 1^ fiocapt it." 



« .. 



^^ 9h(tffuJipQar, July 20th. — We arrived here 
QP, .^VedoGsday last, the 16th, and were most 
kindly *wd hospit9.bly received by Mr. and 
Mns* Nesbit; but I grieve to say, I have only 
bftd ne^ws tp ^^ ^ ™J letter. This is 
ra9)um0d tl^ most heijthy and delightful station 
(^ this side of India ; and I had promised 
qfy^elf muph benefit to my dear husband from 
our visit to it, but God has willed it other- 
wise. The pain in his side has returned : he 
has b^en muc\i ^wor^e, and I cannot describe 
Ijk,^ alaiW I have aiufiered. He has certainly 
i%g c\fispt jm^i^ to atjtend him^ but the complaint 
ifli^as they say, very obstinate— it is now pro- 
QpVlftqe^ to. be decidedly a liver case, and the 
4l9a is s^roi^ly r^comin^nded* We shall there- 
^e rejtufn iqun^diately ta Calcutta, as Qoon as 
ha c^n be put on board the pinnace. I am 
ipoi^t anxious. for Nicholson's opinion. As soon 
(US the j^eason . is fit^ we shall probably be sent 
to sea. This I am persuaded, that he never 

m2 
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can enjoy health in this climate ; he might mak^ 
his visitation to Penang, or new South Wales, 
or even Bombay^ which might restore him, and 
give time, which he thinks it will be right to 
consider, for his successor to come out before 
he returns to England. Our trust is in the 
mercv of Him, in whose hands are the issues 
of life and death, that the intermediate time 
may be passed iu a manner neither injurious 
to my poor husband's constitution nor to the 
interests of the great cause in which his heart 
is embarked. He now finds it is impossible 
that he should remain here and fulfil his duties^ 
and this it is which makes him think of re- 
signing. It is, indeed, with great regret, that 
he speaks of abandoning all that he is now so 
deeply engaged in, just as he begins to feel 
that he really is doing much good, and that 
all his plans are succeeding exactly as he had 
wished. He will write soon to the Bishop of 
London.* He is extremely anxious about bis 
successor, that he should be appointed without 

* This letter, together with another written in March* 
were kindly communicated to the Editor by his Grace the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, at that time fiishop of London ; 
but they were of a nature altogether confidential, and there- 
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delay, so as to arrive, if possible^ before we 
leave India. Our destination now seems so 
uncertain that I know not where your next 
letters may reach us ; but wherever we may be, 
I will write as often as I can find oppor- 
tunity. If we return to England, as I pray 
to God we may, we shall come with empty 

pockets, but with grateful hearts,'' 

# * * * * 

While lying on his sick couch at Bhagulpoor, 
the Bishop's attention was occupied with in- 
quiring about the impression made among the 
hill people of the neighbourhood, by the mis- 
sionary labours of Mr« Christian, who had fallen 
a sacrifice to the climate but a few months 
before; and whose death has destroyed the 
&ir hopes to which his fi*iendly and successful 
intercourse with the natives for three years, 
had begun to give rise.* He was too ill, how- 
ever, at this time, to commit any thing to 



• I 



fore not proper to be published ; as was also a letter written 
by the Bishop of Calcutta^ at an earlier date^ to the Bishop 
of Durham. 

"^ An interesting extract from Mr. Christian's journal may 
be seen in the Report for 1828, of the Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel, p. 180. 
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writing. Wlfliin sight of the room fie ocbiipteB 
m Mr. Nesbit's housd^ stood the Hinddo ^uf, 
ferected by the* Puharrees to' the tnemdry tof 
Mr. Cleveland — a taonunient^ at once i-ecofdlici^ 
the popiilaiity that amiable man haft £Ur(|bil^> 
and the grateful feelings the native poptdaiion 
were eager to evince fdr the kind consideration 
with which he had treated them. Sef er^ days 
now passed before the medical gentlemen thought 
it safe to advise removal, and it was not till Wed- 
nesday, July 23rd, that, taking leaf e of their 
kind host and hostess, the Bishop and Mrs. 
James retnmed to their pinnace, and began 'to 
retrace their Voyage to Calcutta. Mt. and liftrs. 
Augustus Prinsep bad been obiijgied^^ to tdce 
leave of thtem at Bhagulpoof, in ordci' to pro- 
ceied up the river to Patna, on their way- to 
Sheergantty. ; , » • 



f 

' ' i 



Jbiy 29tfa, was the 'fifsi d&y that ifa6 Bisltop 
seemed to regain a little strength ; he wa^ 1i6w 
nearly free from pain ; a little nourishment was 
allowed, and he was carried eveify morning into 
the next cabin. Unfortunately they Tiad lost 
a whole day, since passing Moorshedabad, be- 
ing obliged to lie to, in conseqtiehte of some 



Jl' 
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;>9<^it^.cppk^boi?its bfipg ini^f^^ the serang 

\(epoi;te4,tk|Lt tljey were lost dwm^ tbe«nigkt, and 

l,th^. ty^ r^a^on.to fe^^r thatt some 9ad accident 

^ ffff^, ,lj;^Repi^(i At test, however^ b^x having 

(^(I39tfs%t^>i:i to ascertain that their servants 

yfl^ii^.aU Bfdk, and that the alarm had been 

^, q^p^ only by flieir not being aWe to keep up, 

^ tb|9 fiisil^cip^ and Mrs. James left the dholes and 

J fth^ father bpats to proceed more leisurely, and 

; 4€#npi|n^, to make every effi)rt with their own 

f , ]^l|ii]|9ce to reach Calcutta before the sitting of the 

;^^jplfmfal should 1^ over for that week. But this 

«,tw?|s a matter of some difficulty. They had still 

^^fgf!^ distance to go ; and the wind was di- 

ij^i^^ contrary, so tliat all use of the sails was 

. ,i|^Q^4ari}y given up ; but the rate of the current 

,,tW^,pepi:ly^ four miles an hour, and by the danr 

dies making extraordinaiy exertions^ and rowing 

incessantly for two days and two nights, they sue* 

Q^^difi reaching the Chafidpaul GUiaut a^ Gal- 

, .^pVitJja,,0U[Thttrsday the^Slst, a council day, just in 

^ llnjiu^ ,^Q^end in a letter to the government be- 

, . j^re :tbe cpuncil broke up, which would not qieet 

J ^ ,||gfiA:tiU t)ie fpUqwii^ week. 

. TIhe bishop was now sQmcithii^ better^ though 
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still SO weak as not to^ be able to go asbore^ 
nor equal to the exertion of patting on bis 
clothes. The Governor^general and Lady Wil- 
liam Bentinck most kindly sent immediately to 
offer the use of the governm^it-house» which 
was much nearer the river (ban the Bishop's 
palace^ in case it should be found advisable to 
move him on shore. But as soon a^ Dr. 
Nicholson came on boards he gave • it as^ his 
decided opinion that it was best he should not 
be moved from his pinnace ; that no time was 
to be lost in getting him out to sea ; and iimt 
Penang was the destination he should most re- 
commend for the present^ until there should be 
strength to bqar the voyage to Engiatid^ for 
that he ought not^ on any account^ to think of 
remaining in India^ a decided enlargement of 
the liver having taken place, though it appeared 
to have been giving way to prompt and aJuMul 
treatment. 

Upon hearing this opinion, the Bishop felt it 
a point of duty immediately to take such mea- 
sures as should lead to the appointment of his 
successor; be dictated a letter to the Right 
Honourable the President of the Board of Con- 
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irol^ tendering his resignation of the Bishop- 
rick of Calcutta after a certain date, but ex- 
preitsing a hope that he might still be able to 
superintend the duties of the diocese from 
Penang or Bombay, until his successor should 
have tkne to arrive from England. Having 
taken this step, which was a great relief to his 
mind^ he received visits in his pinnace from Sir 
Charles Grey, and a few other friends, and 
also from his valued substitute in duty. Arch* 
deacon Corrie, with whom he entered into the 
details of much that had occurred during his 
absence ; ' and repeating most earnestly his for* 
mer advice, gave the best directions he could^ 
under tk^ unfortunate circumstances, the intel- 
Ugeno^ otf'' which had so greatly distressed him 
on his' sick ' bed at Burhampoor. Meanwhile 
Mr, and Mrs. William Prinsep lent their kind 
a»iis(tanoe to Mrs. James, in making the best 
arrangements the urgency of the case would 
allow, for finally leaving the palace. 

It i^as at first proposed that the government 
yacth should take the Bishop to Penang, and 
orders were given to prepare her for sea im- 
anediately. But it was afterwards thottght more 
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'Hp«ieaTab}0 COitepaily'a &\Ap^ Marquis JBfmtfy, 
Cap^ia Frpaer, which was tiben lying in iSf^u- 
gprRoad^aad' ready to proeffd difdoi ^tij^t 
island; on her voyage to China. ^ . .<^i r^i^. 

'.'••* ' ' • '*•■,»•♦ h )-\in 

On Wednesday^ the ^h of Aiigu$l> h^u^ft 
the Chandpaul Ghaat^ and prucMdiqg\ d^wn 
the river from CaJcatta^ reached FiAt^^ -twmnty* 
five mikSi that etemng; Dr. Spew« sk^qui- 
paayiag in the pinnace* For thelaisA two^diiys 
distressing sinkings and faintings had oofm^Ui, 
but he now repeatedly assured MrA. James ^t 
he lelt himself better a^he approaiched.ih^^^ea^ 
aad tatted, with bis usaal che^ftdness^KOdT. Hihe 
excellent arrangemenits she had tnad^ JiMrillis 
comfort. 

The wes^her being oalm^' they «^f r€ r forita* 
nately able to go down the whole way to the 
9hip dn tbe^pidna^e. Qn the ^i^ng of Sar 
tarday> the 9th of Aigost, they reached the 
Margie flwiily.y \ym% at th^ neiw im^Qr^ge 
beH>9 Diamond Hjftr^Qiir^.:wheiiV.everyithiiig.wa9 
extreviely weU manngad ;by Q^taio. Frames for 
pi«ttij»g ,019 • 9iAh^ m hwoA^ . A, C0|;jwa8 
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'fditi«r^> itt whidlf hii9 ttattresg it^i ffitk^, and 

It^'^whis dwtmg &a^ up tbe i^de^ of thef *f^«el^ 

dild ^t^as soon comfortably placed ott a icfa, 

'hkniteiBbiti. He wait much {Vteclsed trfti? Ae 

way in which ifc was done^ hiS' spititifi' Wete 

raised by finding himself at sea ; he was free from 

>painf^ 1^ thought that he was certainly beltter^ 

•ftfifA for isotfie dayd the hopes 6f all afdabd hhn 

l^et^i*ais€d ; hot the shivering fits which shoi^y 

'MiUfe dwf, followed by violent perspirations fbr 

' ^ee ' iuie^dsive eVenings^ and the iivcreese of 

<'^strei»sittg hicctips^ had convinced Dr. Spens^ 

<•«» well as Mr. Stirling^ the dkiUnI sorgeon who 

^fiow'attetid^d bim^ that he was r^lly getthig 

Mro¥te| and Mr. StiHing^ a few days allctwards^ 

kiifdiy £^lt it to be a point of duty no longer 

to conceal fi*om Mrs. James^ that the sym|>tDms^ 

most to be dreaded^ were beginning to appear^ 

^nd that hope was nearly at an end. 



. • 



'^ NofM) fe«rt tibosi^ who have themselte^'felt^the 
^n^isb isf Wfttchhig the close approach of fhe 
ideverest cf alMhe triab to >bich ^nr f^en 
i)f^tnr« iA Kabte; can Im^gibb^ either what her 
fe«litigs wertJenfi'heAritig ttfis^y of hoW' gteftt the 
e!Ket*tioni^ she tnatfe to siM4h^ thctn tr%en she 
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foubd tbat it was still necessary for his good 
that she should do so. Having sought where 
to weep> and to commune with God, she re- 
turned to the bedside, from which it was now 
become doubly painful to her to be absent for a 
single moment 

On Sunday, the 1 7th, after she had read to 
him, amongst other scriptures, the eighteenth 
chapter of St. Matthew, he remained collected 
long enough to give utterance to a beautiful 
train of reflections on the ministration of spirits 
in the immediate presence of God, into which 
his thoughts fell on her pausing at the tenth 
verse, where our Saviour, speaking of children, 
says, ^ I say unto you, that in heaven their 
angels do always behold the fkce of toy Father 
,which is in heaven.'' 

On the following Thursday, a great altera- 
tion for the worse had taken place, though 
he still thought himself better, and his mthd^ 
when free from delirium, was cheerfbl as it 
Jiad always been, and full of hopes of recovery. 
It now becatoe evident; however, that the 
most alarming symptoms were rapidly gaining 
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ground; that human skill could do no more^ and 
that his end was fast approaching. Mrs. James 
seeing this, made up her mind, with the fortitude 
which became her, to the trying task of commu* 
nicating to him the awful truth. Great, indeed, 
was her agony in this afflicting hour ; but God 
was merciful, and granted to her prayers that 
help which is never sought in vain, by them 
that have learned to seek it right; her sobs were 
suppressed for the sake of him whose slumbers 
she was watching : sad and wan as he looked, 
she knew it was but sleep : she felt it would be 
wrong in her to let him wake and find her 
weeping; ?md besides, whenever he opened 
his eyes, and looked on her, it was always with 
a smile, and the expression of an affectionate 
fear lest she should be tired with fanning away 
the flies and musquitos. 

It bad been his delight, that she should re- 
gularly read to him some portion of the Scrips 
tur^s every morning, since illness had rendered 
him incapable of reading for himself; and on 
this occasion she made a selection of passages 
from the Book of Psalms to lead to the com- 
munication it was her painful duty. to make. 
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Kao?^* as-slie did^iavwy tfaoHght'oCkisikatot; 
--H4iOBr Jitfle he uiagiiled that bis ikntb-ifliag .»' 
B0ar; md at tbe Mine tiine^ hour calmly mxd' 
resignedly he would hear it^-— 8be.'disddse^'to* 
him the delusiveness of his hopes, and the 
reality of his situation. The way ia . wjiifih |he 
received this unexpected iJitoUig^ncp ^xpp^li^^ 

strikingly the virtues of resignation jaa^d pUfJf^ 

^ ■ *• * 

submission to the will of 6od^ and ^g^ye % 
pr^tical proof, far beyond any that wori^s, 9^^4d 
giye. how prepared he was %o die. After « 
momentary pause, he thanked her most lyarwly^ 
and said, «If it is 9P, my hope ai,d ^y ^W 
&ith is in Jesus Christ 1" He was. tj^epf ^^jfifp, 
and soon fell into a quiet sleep; on^jy^kipg^ 
he again expressed^ ia the mo^ tend^ jf^^^W^^^ 
his thfmkfttlness &r the uare^jttrved (yowWH^W^* 
tion which she had madis tp hipiu . ^e ,^f}f^ 
wards fixed that they should receive the holy 
saicp-an^at together the.ne3rt.,i]»or»ii?g; ,m^ at 
Ufitervala^ in th(^ course Qf that j^fter^opn^nati}]^ 
gav^ dioctiops about his p^ers.i aiftd ht^yi^ 
iwtcuctefl Mr. Knapp to add a^fewjiii^s^ y^^k 
h« dic)k?tted«itp a ,.4pcuni^t .wl»^i»g /t9 .tl?p 

Bishop'* p(dlfig)8 . M ! (J^ujttfi, : (whip^. y^ ^Qyr 

his latest, as, on his arrival, it had been his 
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earlnAi^oiie !) wiA grmt- efl^Mrt* lie -held . tiw /pem^ « 
^f]hik>]iia imtd mM gaided 'tonakei^bis isignahdre 
tb.iit; and haviBg done ^tmi, hd imd^ ^ N<ov 
efifteity'iblng is off my mind ! '^ 



. « « • 



'^^tte' nfext niorning he received the sacraitient 
With Mt-s; Janies^ at the hands of Mr. Knapp. 
D^tMbg* 1%6 adttiinistration of the holy rite^ he 
Was q'tifte collected, and afterwards showed the 
srtflject on whidb his thoughts were dwillinj^, by 
making many Christian reflections on ih^ state 
of the sottl, ajs strength remained for utteranee, 
Which' Wad nbw' only in a low whisper. He ex- 
pressed; also, his confident hope, that as he 
had' given up his proi^ects in iEngland, his 
h^^h; difd his fifb/ for iShe sake of the chnrch, 
sdm^thing would be done fbr his widowed wife,' 
atid hi& fatherless ehildretl. 



I- '. I . ^ / . . * . ; i 



* ^ As 'e veiiiiiig eaine on, it was evident his 
idtrengtb Was t^bking, and that the horn* which* 
vrAs' tb blithse his useful and active life was n6w 
drti>l\?ing near:' The putee,ithough at 170, coilM 
hdrdly be' felt to beat; ' ^e 'feet became cold, 
atid'tb^ ey^s ddll, 'the hatrUflit-eibs^ any longer 
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to answer the grasp of affection — ^he sank into 
a dose^ and at nine o'clock quietly breathed his 
last. 

Thus he departed^ in the forty-third year of 
his age^ and the second of his conseqratian^ to 
the great loss of the Indian churchy for the go- 
vernment of which^ in ail the various situations 
of difficulty into which its prelates must . b^ 
thrown^ his previous habits^ as well as his Wk-- 
tural endowments, had fitted. him in an eminent 
degree. His mind was by nature quick and. 
vigorous ; and to the acquirements of a schdiar^ 
and a highly-cultivated taste in the fine arts^ 
he had added a large stock of general infor- 
mation, the result^ not only of private study^ 
but of much travel in foreign countries^ and 
acute observation of human nature. Such acn 
complishments, united with sound judgment^ 
most conciliating manners^ and the more ster- 
ling recommendations of real Christian bene- 
volence, and a warm and generous heart, rea- 
dily won for him the esteem and regard of all 
who knew him^ and made him the chosen ad'- 
viser^ not of his family only^ but his friends. 
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Abov6.aU5 he posseased a deep v^ia of sincere 
and geiuiiiie piety^ diffusing an amiable oheerful- 
neys.otYcnr his temper^ and showing its influence on 
bis < ivhole conduct and habits^ as his guide in the 
daily concerns of life. Hence sprung an impera- 
tive, sense of duty which rose, superior to all con- 
tideraitions of self in those trying emergencies 
of life^ which are sent to prove what is in the 
hewt of maHa. To the Church of England he 
w^as firmly attached^ because he considered it as 
emhiiiiiting, not merely the best, but, as he often 
said, the only true scriptural form of Chris- 
tianity ; though, in some things, he lamented 
the decay of her discipline, and was desirous to 
pioddl bis own diocese, by adhering as strictly 
as poasible to . the spirit of her constitution. 
In the pulpit, he was an impressive and per- 
suasive reasoner; — in private exhortation, the 
less popular, but not less useful walk of minis- 
terial duty, he^ was happy in his gentle way 
of applying the test of Scripture to . the con- 
science of his. hearer, and in so doing, always 
itaking himself' felt as a kind friend, and not a 
hxrA ireprover. Mild, frank, and open, in his 
dispositicm — winning in his address — prompt in 

N 
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decistOD^ and^ possessmg a peculiar tact in all 
nice and difficult sitaations^ he had qualifica- 
tiona whicb^ as they fitted him in an eminent 
degree for the high office he was called to fill 
in the chnrch^ so^ if it had pleased God that 
he should have lived to complete the career which 
he bad so well begun^ they would have placed 
his earthly name among those who shall be 
recorded to future ages in the ecclesiastical his- 
tory of India, as having prepared and led the 
way to the *^ turning of many unto righteous- 
ness.'' 

He was always of a contemplative and philo- 
sophical turn ; and how tranquilly, how familiarly, 
he bad accustomed his thoughts to dwell upon 
the. approach of death may be seen from the fol- 
lowing reflections, found in his pocket-book, and 
evidently written before he went to India : — 

^^ As for de^th, no one who ha&, in the course 
of bis life, from illness or any^ other cause, once 
made up his mind to contemplate it calmly and 
religiously — no one who has ever resolutely re- 
garded the iHHir of his dissolution as at hand, 
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ever loses the calmin/^ and soothing influence 
which that hour has once produced upon his soul : 
he will feel^ because at such an hour he has felt^ 
how unsearchable are the ways of Him that 
ruleth over all ; he will believe, because he has 
then believed, that there is a saving mercy 
beyond the grave, and that faith in the Re- 
deemer is the only thing that can bring a man 
peace at the last. And that feeling once at- 
tained, the sting and the pain of death are 
gone, and the joy in believing is full." 



»« m i p^ ».<«i^i > < i <i ■> 



As soon as the melancholy news reached Cal- 
cutta, the following gazette extraordinary was 
published : — 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXTRA. 

*' Fort WiUiam. 
EdblmastiOcU Department^ Oct. 17, 1838. 

" With deep sorrow the Governor-general in 
council announces to the public that he has re- 
ceived official information of the decease of the 
Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 

n2 
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^^ His lordship was seized with severe illness 
in the month of July last^ while in progress on 
a visitation to the Western Provinces; and a 
voyage to sea, which had been prescribed as 
affording the only chance of recovery,' proved 
inadequate to stay the violence of the disease. 
It proved fatal, on the 22nd of August, oti 
board the Honourable Company's ship,- M^^rquis 
of Huntly. 

^' His lordiship^s exercise of the important 
functions of his exalted ministry in this country 
was comparatively short ; but the claims he had 
established to the regard and esteem of the 
members of this society, and of the community 
of the settlement, will make his loss a source of 
sincere regret. 

*^ Within the short space of little more than 
five years, the British community in India have 
thrice had to bewail the loss of the chief minis- 
ter of their religion in the country, and the 
name of Bishop James will be associated in 
their recollection with those of his predecessors, 
not more by the similarity of his &te, than by his 
amiable disposition and exalted virtues. 
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^/ As a mark of respect to the higk station of 
the deceased^ and of mournful regret for the 
loss sustained by this community, the Governor- 
general in council is pleased to direct that the 
flag of Fort William shall be hoisted half-mast 
bigh^ at sunrise to-morrow mornings and shall 
continue to be so displayed during the day; 
and that forty-three minute-guns, corresponding 
with the age of the deceased, shall be fired from 
the ramparts in the afternoon. 

^ By order of the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor-general in council, 

'' H. T. Prinsep, 

^^ Secretary to Government.'^ 

The following notice appeared the same day 
in the Calcutta journals. 

^^ We have the melancholy task assigned us 
of announcing to our readers the death of the 
Right Reverend John Thomas James, Lord 
Bishop of Calcutta. This event, for which the 
previous illness of his lordship had in a great 
meai^Jire prepared us, took place at sea, on his 
passage to Penang, on the 22nd. of August, on 
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board of the HonoaritMe Company^fl sbip Mar- 
quis itf Huntfy. 

^^ The oweer of his lordship has indeed been 
brief; and, removed by Providencb to a better 
world before he had long entered on the dis- 
charge of his sacred and important duties in 
India^ Bishop James has left us little record of 
him^ since he arrived among us, except the high 
esteem in which his character was held by all, 
and the manifestations be had already given 
of a zeal and judgment in the faithful dischai^ 
of bis episcopal functions, from which the hap- 
piest results to the church in India were fondly 
anticipated, had it but pleased Heaven to spare 
his life. 

^ Before he assumed the episcopal duties in 
this country. Dr. James had distinguished him- 
self at home as a traveller and a scholar ; and 
bis name will find a place in the literature of 
his country. By the few to whom his short 
residence at Calcutta, and the brief interval of 
health which he enjoyed during this period, had 
afforded an opportunity of becoming acquainted 
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ynOk him, his memory is endeared by many re* 
collections of the piety and exceUeoce of his 
character^ the soandness of his judgment^ and 
the extent and variety of his general informal 

After a dismal and tedious passage, Mrs. 
James* with her little boy, Mr. Knapp, and her 
servants, reached Penang, Sept. 1, when a ge- 
neral order was immediately issued by the go- 
vemment, announcing the sad intdligence of 
the Bisbop^s death, and directing, that, as a tri- 
bute of respect to his rank, the flag at Fort 
Comwallis should be hoisted half-mast high 
during the next day, and that forty«4hree minute 
guns, corresponding with the years of his age^ 
should be fired firom the ramparts. 

It had been found necessary that the funeral 
should take place during the voyage, and Mr. 
Knapp bad had the painful duty to perform the last 
seleoin office of the church, in the presence of the 
captain,passengers,and officers,and theship's com*- 
pany • An impressive funeral sermon was preached 
at Penang, Sept. 7th, by the Rev. Robert Denton, 
the Company's chaplain, fix)m St. Luke, twenty*^ 
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second clmfttFy the laftter part of^tiie^iforfy- 
second verse, *^ Nevertheless, not Hiy;wm>'tb«t 
thine be done;" and the following letter was 
addressed by him to theRev; A. M;'6ailpbell^ 
late Secretaiy to the Society • fot Promotii^ 
Christiao/Kiiowledge^ Lincoln's* Inn Fkrlds*, l^cin- 
don :-*-•' * . . ■ t I ( > ill* // 



" Penang, Sept. 1, 1828. 



I i 



^^ Reverend and dear Sir, . -' r 

^^ When I had the pleasure of sttMresamg 
you prior to my departure from Madras, in Sep- 
tember last, I little thought that> I ^hottUI have 
to comiaanicate to ywk, .from* this' plaee;^ the 
afflicting intelligenGe> that it lii(ft pltebedi Qod 
to visit the Indtaa church ^itk anotbtr'^iMiii^ere 
calamity in the death of > the .thirdi'BislMipiof 
Calcutta. Yam aooimnts 'froiu': Oakbtta^^wMl 
most probably have informed you ^of ' the severe 
indisposition of the late . Bishop^ Janinds; HvhitSi 
compelled him to return from Bqj^ipobp io '6al- 
cutta^ when so hr advanced on his visitation of 
the archdeaeonry ^of Bengal. ^ He was ^too un- 
well to land at Calcutta, and was removed ^m 
his pinnace to the Marqms Huntiy,oxk whfich 
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ship the government had provided him a passage 
to^thi^ place. 

** It "cvtas* bisr intention^ had God pleased to 
spare his life; to have remained faere> until an 
opportunity offered to convey hiro to New South 
Wales ; but another destiny awaited him, and 
he was removed from this life on the 22nd of 
August. For a few days, after leaving the 
river, he seemed to improve in a trifling degree^ 
but his illness had reduced him so muck that he 
sunk mider dt. 



^^ His'lordship^s disease was a decided attack 
tb& liver; Mrs. Jaibes with her iniant son^ 
and his JotdsMp^is <k>mestic chaplain> Mr. Knapp> 
an cild friend and school-fellow of mine at Eton> 
are> ii6w? living with me, and will most probably 
remain^ here untfl the latter end of next month, 
•wfaea they will "move down the straits to meet 
the ' first ^hotneward4)Ound China ship^ and pro- 

oeed tO'Eiiropew 

# • . • • ■ . 

^ It is impossible *to reflect upon the calami- 
tous blow which has again fallen upon the 
Indian churoh^ without giving way to the most 
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sincere and poignant sorrow. It seems^ indeed, 
useless to expect any longer that sueh an ex- 
tensive diocese^ as that of Calcutta, can be 
snperintended by any single individoal, how- 
ever able and zealous be may be. Bishop 
James had had time only to commence his ar- 
duous duties^ before it pleased the Ahnighty to 
call him into his presence ; but knowing what 
he had to accomplish, he was perhaps induced 
to leave Calcutta when any thing but strong and 
well. From the time of reaching India, his 
lordship had been a sufferer more or less, and 
a few days before he quitted Calcutta, he 
exerted himself very much in delivering his 
charge, and going through the other business at 
the visitation. Mr. Knapp says^ he never con* 
sidered him well after that day ; and as he as- 
cended the river, he continued to get worse^ 
until his medical advisers were compelled to 
order his return, and get him to sea as fast as 
possible. All their exertions were, however^ 
of no avail, and the church of Christ in Indi^ 
has to deplore the loss of another father, who 
was strenuous in cherii^ing and supporting her 
to the very utmost of his power. His presence on 
this island alone would have been of imm^uie 
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value^ as it has never but once enjoyed the be- 
nefits of an episcopal visitation. 



, ^^ I imagine it is probable that this letter may 
reach England^ via Sincapore^ some time before 
you can hear from Calcutta or Madras^ as it 
is uncertain when we may have an opportunity 
of forwarding the melancholy tidings to those 
places. 

*' Believe me, 
^^ Reverend and dear Sir, 

^^ Yours most faithfuUy, 
" RoBBRT Denton, 
^^ Officiating Chaplain, 

" Prinze of Wales*s Island " 

I It was thought best, that Mrs. James and 
her little boy should remain at Penang, till the 
return of the earliest ships from China should 
afford opportunity of a passage to England. 
Mr. Knapp had kindly promised that he would 
not leave her until he had seen her safe to her 
fether's house ; and both he and Captain Fraser 
paid every considerate attention that her discon- 
solate situation would admit. 

3 

o 
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Two dreary monibs she passed on this island^ 
and dreary they could not hot he, though 
under Mr. Denton's hospitable roof^ and from 
Sir John and Lady Claridge^ and all the British 
residents, she experienced every proof of kind- 
ness and sympathy that could possibly tend 
to alleviate the poignancy of such grief as 
hers. 

Early in November, she left Penang to touch 
at Sincapore, on the way to North Island, 
which is situated off Sumatra, at the mouth of 
the straits of Sunda^ there to await the return 
of the first China ships^ on their homeward- 
bound vojrage. The government had provided 
a passage to this point in the Honourable Com- 
pany's ship, the Hastings, under command of 
Captain Laughton, of the Bombay marine, who 
was to convey Mrs. James and her infant boy 
to North Island, and afterwards to proceed 
with Mr. Ibbetson on an embassy to Batavia. 
At six in the morning of November the 5th, 
several friends came to conduct her on board 
the Hastings ; and, leaving Mr. Denton's house, 
she commenced her long, lonesome, and melan- 
choly voyage. 
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It is no part of the object of this memorial 
to give any account in detail of the voyage to 
England^ which had nothing extraordinary to dis- 
tinguish it^ but the very painful and distressing 
circumstances under which it was made. It 
will be sufficient to say^ that having touched at 
Malacca and Sincapore^ the Hastings reached 
North Island November 27th^ and there waited 
the arrival of the Berwickshire, China ship^ Gap- 
tain Madan^ which was to leave Canton on the 
17th. On the 3rd of December^ M rs. James and 
her small party left the Hastings for the Berwick* 
shire, and sailing from the straits of Sunda^ 
touched at St. Helena^ January 19^ 1829^ and on 
the 19th of March landed at Portsmouth^ having 
received from the officers and every one on board 
both vessels^ all the soothing attention her nie« 
lancholy situation, called for. On the following 
day^ Mrs. James and her little boy joined the 
two children she had left, with such different 
hopes only nineteen months before^ at her 
Father's house at £ast Sheen. 
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Having now brought these Memoirs to a close, 
I trust it will not be thought that my anxiety, 
to do justice to the memory of one^ who was 
bound to me by more than the ordinary ties 
of fraternal affection^ will have induced me to 
outstep my province, if I notice very shortly two 
remarks which have reached me^ respecting him^ 
and which bave^ in part, led to this publication. 

It would not be for me, even if the. cir- 
cumstances rendered it possible, to institute a 
comparison between him and those other emi- 
nent persons whose laborious steps in the same 
exalted path of duty in India, had before con- 
ducted them to an early grave. But if it be 
true, that it has been asked, whether the Bishop 
lived long enough to render any services to 
the Indian church; to this question I trust 
the foregoing pages may be found to convey a 
sufficient answer. It pleased God, indeed,, to 
remove him before he could see any fruit from 
the seeds which he had sown ; but as I have 
shown, that he was not wanting in exertion, I 
hope the result will prove, that he was not un- 
wise nor unprofitable in his labours. 
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But a reflection^ more serious in its nature^ be- 
cause grounded on a matter in which the Bishop 
might seem to have been free to choose^ has 
been made on his ready acceptance of a situ- 
ation^ for which his ^ constitution^ not being ro- 
bust, is said to have rendered him unfit ; — every 
one who is alive to the peculiar obligations 
which lie upon a minister of the gospel, will 
feel how delicate is the ground into which this 
subject leads. I might content myself with re- 
minding the reader of these pages, that the 
Bishop acted under the opinion of his physi- 
cians, in a matter on which they were far better 
able to form a correct judgment than himself : 
but I will further venture to produce from his 
own memorandum-book, the following reflec- 
tions, written at sea, in October 1827. The 
passage is one of touching interest; but it is 
one which, had it not been thus called forth, 
would not have seen the light : — 

* As sure as one looks upon the sea, England 
rises upon one's thoughts : the constant and un- 
varying noise of the ship's motion, the same- 
ness of the vast expanse on every side, and 
•the listlessness of a passenger's day, contri- 
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bute to ^ve a melancholy tinge to all one's 
thoughts: one thinks of all that is at home; 
— sometimes of what might be, and ever and 
anon of what might have been. Had I been 
consulted as* to my wishes, I am sure my an- 
swer would have been ever the same ; had any 
one ever asked me for what I thought myself 
best fitted, or in what oflSce I thought I might 
be most efficient, I am sure it would not have 
been anything approaching to the awful respon* 
sibility of a Bishop, or the isolated eminence of 
any such dignity. 

*^ I am sure I should have been a happier 
man ; and I think, too, I might have been made 
better use of, in a way more quiet and bumble> 
and, after a fashion, more congenial to my 
habits and feelings. But it is not for us to 
choose. I sought it not ; and I accepted, after 
twice declining, what I found I had no longer 
any excuse for continuing to decline. So far 
I am content with what I have done. 

^* As far as I have entered on a field of moat 
extensive usefulness, instead of one of a more 
limited range — as far as I have embarked with 
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an earnest desire to promote the saving know- 
ledge of Christianity^ by the best means in tny 
power — ^I make a good answer to my consci- 
ence^ though I feel myself to be but a feeble 
instrument I dare not^ however^ boast of such 
perfection of feeling, as to think my motives 
have been so pure, that they have been swayed 
by no thought, that the welfare of my famfly, or 
my own (I blush to write it) earthly name may be 
bettered. I cannot deceive myself^ nor say that 
these considerations have not, at some mor 
ments, had a share in my thoughts; hence, I 
feel my unworthiness to become an overseer of 
the flock of Christ ; I know my own imperfections, 
and the need I have of my Redeemer's aid. 

^ In not attempting to conceal from myself 
that these motives have mingled with others of a 
purer sort, I have acted honestly with my own. con- 
science ; I have deceived neither myself nor others ; 
and I trust to be justiiKed as a Christian should » 
I have obeyed the summons, and I repine not, 
except for those who I hope will one day be 
the better for it — my children.** 
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The best conclusion to this volame^ will be the 
following passage . from the Charge^ which the 
Bishop addressed to his Clergy^ at the Visitation 
he held in the Cathedral Church at Calcutta^ 
June 20, 1828 :— 

^ You, who have a parochial or district adminis* 
tration committed to your hands, labour under 
a most weighty and important charge; by your 
care and diligence is to be promoted the Christian 
character of our countrymen and brethren in the 
midst of an. idolatrous land. Far removed, as 
they are, from the tombs of our fathers, apart 
from those persuasions to Christian faith, those 
incentives to Christmoi practice, which our domestic 
circles and family connections are so well calcu- 
lated to imparjt — far from those holy scenes which 
they have been accustomed from infancy to rever- 
ence and admire ; — on you depends, under God, the 
preservation of their reli^ous feeling, the mainte- 
nance of Christian knowledge, and of virtuous 
practice. It is your^s to procure, for the edifica- 
tion of the eastern world, an example of Chris- 
tian life and manners; — it is your's to furnish 
illustrations of it in your several congregations. 
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such ais the missionary may triumphantly refer to as 
the real fruits of the gospel ; — to form the minds 
and hearts of your hearers^ and^ above all, so to 
fashion yourselves y that^ amongst a people^ who 
look but too little on aught but externals/ and 
who learn more aptly by the eye than by the ear, 
may really be made visible the kingdom of God on 
earth in the power of his holy word. 

^'Let this be held ever in remembrance, that 
our British establishments have risen to great- 
ness and eminence in Ais country, purely through 
the reputation of the superior justice and inte- 
grity of our countrymen j that our acknowledged 
adherence to the plighted faith, our better de- 
fined ideaiSf of right and wrong, have won for us 
the confidence of the Native Powers, and, aided 
by our practice, confirmed their attachment to 
ourselves* 

* 

*^ But whence came Uiese principles ?— this notion 
of equity and truth ? It was from Christian 
Britain ; and if there be some supposed exceptions 
to the rule, if there be some who have showed a 
good disposition of mind in these respects, and 
yet whose conduct in other matters does but little 
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remind us of any sense of religious obligati<M[i^ 
still let it be remembered, that they too had their 
early habits formed in our Christian land ; they 
came oat ready famished with those ideas^ and 
fortified with those habits that belong to our 
countrymen; and^ whatever their after coarse 
might be, they derived from thence all their better 
thoughts, having had their first nurture and ad- 
monition in the Lord. 

* They, too, are of your especial charge, who 
are now forming so large a class in this country, 
they who are united with us in all but the locality 
of their birth — the Indo-British population. They 
claim, indeed, your particular attention, I mean 
not to derogate, in any way, from the 'credit due 
to those excellent institutions, civil and military, 
which have been established, as well with a view 
to their religious instruction, as their advance^ 
ment in the arts of life ; but these afford not all 
that the youthful mind naturally looks for and re- 
quires : some staff is wanted, whereon to lean 
during the weaker stage of youth — some hand to 
guide and chasten the incorrect wanderings of a 
young person's first steps in the great world. 
Having known, as often happens, little more of 
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parental care than what an annaal pecuniary pro* 
vision may display; bereft of that fascinating 
domesticity of sentiment that introduces our du- 
ties under the guise of pleasure^ and ushers us to 
the busy scenes of opening life, with the con- 
fidence of those who know they have a home; 
where should such look for friends or advisers^ but 
to the person whose voice is already known to 
them in the way of Christian admonition^ and of 
pajstoral superintendence; who is known as their 
friend in the Lord? But I trust I may say^ 
that no youth thus situated as to those around 
him^ will ever have to complain of the want of a 
friend and monitor to whom he may defer, while 
there remains an officiating minister of the Church 
of England in the district in which he lives. 

^ For the furtherance of the practice of tiiis and 
of other duties, some facility has lately been af- 
forded you in the division of the capital, in an 
ecclesiastical sense, into separate parochial dis- 
tricts. The sphere of your occupations is thus 
ascertained by fixed limits, and your particular 
duties better defined; nor, do I doubt, but that 
in this and other matters of superintendence, you 
will find 6s&Y fresh satisfaction and interest, as 
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your congregations will benefit and advantage; 
Among those duties the performance of which is by 
this arrangement materially promoted/ and one of 
those that more especially tend to connect the spiri* 
tual pastor with his flock^ I may mention thd visi- 
tation of the sick. The frightful rapidity of dis- 
ease in this climate^ precludes indeed, in many 
cases, the possibility of such a duty being 
performed ; and furnishes the strongest argument 
for your admonition of those who delay from day 
to day the time of their repentance. But still 
there are, ^itb many a sick man, hours of repose 
not unmixed with fear ; there is oft a trembling 
period of convalescence, when the soothing pro- 
mises of the gospel act feelingly, and yet harmo- 
niously, on the senses ; in such a moment its sacred 
truths will usually be heard more patiently, and 
make room for a more lasting impression . than 
would, perhaps, haye been formed when the body 
was full of health and spirits, rejoicing in all the 
pride and carelessness of pleasure and of ease. 

" At such a day, a clergyman, whose influence 
arises from his professional character, is viewed 
as the dearest of friends ; he comes to his neigh- 
bour's dwelling with the voice of Heaven, and 
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the peace of Ood ; nor^ to the sufferer alone^ does 
his labour become profitable, but to all those 
whose natural affection and attachment have drawn 
them around the bed of sickness. Parents, bro- 
tiiers^ friends, as they listen to the fervent prayer, 
find such words, at such a moment, in the fullest 
accord with the sentiment of their own souls, 
and often learn more closely than before to com- 
mune with their God. It may well be called 
the office of a friend ; no one but he who, from 
his manner, conduct, and advice, has inspired in 
his people the most implicit confidence, can ever 
expect such confidence in return ; he alone who 
has seemed to admit them to the pure recesses of 
his own heart, will ever be. called upon to hear 
the secret workings of the mind of another, or be 
solicited to console the labouring and anxious 
spirit of the sick man. It is some time, indeed, 
as the long experienced parochial clergyman will 
testify, before any one newly arrived on his charge 
is ever so confidently invited ; with experience 
alone of his character, comes this pious trust on 
the part of others, that proves the strongest as* 
surance of his ability in his profession, and the 
surest test of tiie sacred excellence of his cha- 
racter. 
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^ There are^ also, amongst us here assembled^ 
those to whom another charge is given — on whom 
an anxioQS eye is turned from many a distant 
land^ and whom, indeed, the whole Christian 
world most attentively regards. Hard, indeed, is 
the path you have to tread, great your devotion, 
and high your honour in the Lord. There is an 
interest in your peculiar sphere of duties, an ap- 
proximation in the nature of your daily occupa- 
tiond to the earlier ages of Christianity, that 
throws, in idea, a grateful and refreshing shade 
over all your toils: --it was thus, Paul planted 
and Apollos watered ; it was thus^ with mild p^-. 
suasive grace, that the priests and catechists of 
the first Christian century, laboured patiently and 
endured all things in hope. We know not^ indeed^ 
much of the minute details of their proceedings in the 
missionary cause ; we read not enough of their pa- 
tient practice, their persevering travail. The per^ 
secution of princes, the bloodshed of holy mar* 
tyrs, the machinations and cabals of evil coun- 
sellors— these are the striking facts on which the 
pride and worldliness of the historian is apt to 
dwell ; these are the showy passages of human 
life that are held in popular remembrance, and 
exalted for the gaze and wonder of posterity. 
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Yet were there then moments of fear and hope, 
Qf anxious solicitation^ and sometimes^ too^ of 
gratitude towards heaven for the sheep of another 
fold. Ofl^ in climates scarcely less torrid than 
our own^ has the matted shed heard the tidings of 
goodwill to mankind ; and the wildly-gazing^ half- 
conscious assembly^ gradually seemed to fasten 
on the closing words of the preacher. Oft have 
those been rebuked^ that call^ ^ what God hath 
cleansed^ unclean and common;" or those^ that 
^^ pray in the comers of the streets and pnblic 
places.'^ Oft has one been tolerated with true 
Christian patience, ^^ that is weak and eateth 
herbs;'' and oft have those been chidden, '' that 
change the glory of the incorruptible God into 
the image made: like unto corruptible men^ and to 
birds, and four-footed beasts^ and creeping things." 

m 

And there were men^ sainted in their domestic 
feelings^ hallowed in their quiet obedience to the 
commands of their Saviour; men, that sought not 
the seductive praises of their fellows — that talked 
not of imaginary and impossible perfections, but 
walked humbly with their God. 

^ These are the cheering thoughts with which you 
must often be conversant. Go on^ blessing and 
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twice blessed. Be it my daty to goard yoar ioterests^ 
to stody your welfare^ to aid^ to advise with yoa 
in all spiritual concerns^ to strengthen you in all 
things according to my al»lity ; and to prove myself 
(a title I covet more than all) publicly, privately^ the 
missionary's, fiiend. And if there should be any 
now present who are not of the same communion 
with ourselves^ let me repeat here what I have 
elsewhere said^ ^^ None that cometh in the name 
of Christy shall ever be regarded as a stranger by 
me." The curious and carnal questions, which the 
refinements of European study have brought forth^ 
concern not those whom we have to instruct in 
" the first principles of the oracles of God.'' The 
plain^ and yet saving truths of the gospel, the 
primary essentials of Christian doctrine^ in ^^ the 
pure word of God," are all that a missionary here 
can or ought to attempt to exhibit to his hearers. 
If some of those who^ in our native country^ dis- 
sent from our establishment on certain questions^ 
and thus place themselves without our pale^ are too 
apt to r^ard us with somewhat of an un* 
friendly view, here^ at leasts all such feelings ouight, 
and must vanish and disappear in sight of our 
common adversary ; all those who are Christians in 
principle are with us^ and not against us ; the only 
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dissenters in this land should be the idolatrous 
heathens^ or the professed enemies of the cross of 
Christ. 

^ Think not such sentiments as these to be in* 
compatible with true zeal; or that because such 
feelings seem abhorrent from the selfishness of 
enthusiasm^ that enthusiasm's better part is not 
here* Believe me^ it is no lukewarm spirit that 
forgets all carual animosities^ that lays aside all 
worldly motives in sight of the altar of God, or 
that sacrifices the lively gratification of party feel- 
ing for the sake of the common cause. Believe 
me^ it is no lukewarm spirit that now presses this 
point upon your attention^ and prays sincerely 
that this accord and harmony of all Christian 
teachers may be accomplished to forward the work 
of Christianizing this land. 



u 



But we, brief^ trembling mortals, what need we 
arguments to establish peace and concord ! where 
so many daily examples occur to remind us of the 
frail tenure of our lives, and of the absolute 
worthlessness of our sublunary concerns and un- 
stable condition here? Over our heads are now 
banging the sad memorials of those who before 

p 
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me have addressed yoa from this chair. Mute 
and silent now is the voice that once was so at- 
tentively listened to as replete with knowledge in 
all our professional studies ; he> whose wise and 
pregnant sayings are yet remembered as the watch 
words of his flock. He, too^ is gone^ whose loss 
we still are mourning with all the freshness of a 
recent wound*; whose mild benevolence^ whose bril- 
liant talents, whose warm devotion and sainted 
heroism of mind won the feelings^ as they improved 
the conversation, of all around him. 

^^ I will not press upon the sentiments that these 
recollections bring heavily home to every man's 
bosom^ but, my reverend brethren, let us not 
fail to make use of them as we ought; let 
us all be consenting unto that accord and har- 
mony which our great Master so unceasingly la- 
boured after, and so strenuously recommended; 
let us each in his station do our best to promote 
this end, and to our endeavours add an earnest 
prayer for- our Jerusalem, that unity and ^^ peace 
may be within her walls.^ 

THE END. 
LONDON : 

IBOTSON AND PALMER, PRINTERS, SAVOY STREET, STRAND. 
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